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An authentic Account of the Embaffy of the Dutch Eaft-India 
Company, to the Court of the Emperor: of China; in the 
Years 1794 and 1795 (/ubfequent to that of the Earl of 
Macartney). Containing.a Defcription of feveral Parts. of. 
the Chinefe Empire, unknown to Europeans ; taken from>the 
Fournal of André Everard Van Braam, Chief of the Di- 
rection of that Company, and fecond in the Embaffy. Tranf- 
lated from the Original of M. L. E. Moreau de Saint-Mery. 
With a corre& Chart of the Route. In2 Vols. 8vo. 125. 
Boards... Phillips. 1798. 


CHINA, fecluded in a great meafure from the eyes of 
Europeans by the invincible jealoufy of its: inhabitants, exalted 
by the indifcriminate encomiums of thofe who had acciden- 
tally vifited the country, or pretendedito have tavelled through 
it, te heen the theme of the politician, the moralift, and the 
philofopher, as the fource of every ‘thing excellent in th€ir 
different departments. Travellers who gave a morefober and 
rational defcription were overlooked, while the excellence of 
the manufactures of the Chinefe, and their peculiar arrange- 
ments of, policy and- religion, "Were adduced to fhow ‘their 
great advances in feience, their extraordinary wifdom, anda pe= 
netration or judgment equal to the mfoft- fublime purfuits. “The 
Ruffian travellers contributed to moderate: our expectations} 
and Mr. Bell, following their train, prefented to the world a 
plain unvarnithed defcription of the court of Pekin. It re- 
mained for fir George Staunton to give a clear, circumftan- 
tial, and f{cientific account of China; for, though he and 
his affociates were watched with a fcrupulous anxiety, which 
almoft forbade their looking around, it was not eafy to con- 
ceal from the numerous attendants of the embafly, felected 
with judgment from different ranks and profeffions, what was 
connected with the particular purfuits of each. Ofsthe obfer. 
vations of fir George we gave an ample accountin our XX1ft 
and XXIld volumes, and fhall now follow another traveller 
in the fame route. , 

M. Van Braam appears before us in no queflionable fhape, 


#e entered early into the naval fervice of the States-General, 
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and refided at Canton and Macao, in refponfible fituations, 
for many years. In the interval of thefe refidences, he lived 
in South Carolina’; ‘and, when he had completed his journey. 
as fécond in the embafly: fent by the Dutch Eaft-India com- 
pany to China in 1794, he returned to North-America. His 
journal received the fanétion of the embaffador ; and the French 
verfion of it was fuperintended by himfelf. The Englifh tranf- 
Jation is free, and apparently exact ; but, as we have not the 
French copy before us, we cannot afcertain its fidelity. A 
- in the fituation of the notes occurs in this work. 


. Thofe of M. Van Braam were felected, and, with the addi 


tions of the French editor, were fubjoined to the fecond vo- 
lume. They are in the Englifh vertion prefixed to the firft. 
From this part we ‘will felect the account of the temperature 
of the Chinefe capital. 


* Peeking is in 39 degrees 55 minutes north latitude, and Phila- 
delphia in 39 degrees 56, fo that they may be faid to be wnder the 
fame parallel. | 

_¢ The winter is exceedingly cold and fevere at Pe-king; and the 
nature of the winter at Philadelphia is the fame. 

‘ The winter begins earlier at Pe-king than at Philadelphia, but 
it is over equally late at both places. 

* At Pe-king the north wind is inexpreflibly piercing and pres 
valent. 

. * In the citys@f Philadelphia the fame may be faid of the north- 
weft, | 

,@ At Pe-king, water freezes before Reaumur’s thermometer has 
fallen to the freezing point, a phenomenon alfo obferved at Bhila« 
de] phia. 

‘ There is however in general lefs intenfity, and ftill lefs dura- 
tion in the cold at Philadelphiagethan at Pe-king ; fince in the for- 
mer city there are pretty frequently partial thaws, which foften the 
furface of the ice (for it doesnot melt till at a degree of heat which 
would melt it in France). 

* As to the fummer it is fo hot at Pe-king, that Reaumur’s ther- 
mometer is often at 32 degrees above o (104 of Fahrenheit). 

‘ In 1743 the heat was fo exceflive, that increafing from the 15th 
of July to the 2sth, it raifed the thermometer, that laft day, to 35 
degrees and a half {111% of Fahrenheit). There died within that 
time at Pe-king eleven thoufand four hundred perfons, although ree 
frethments were diftributed in the ftreets. 

* In.1760 thevheat killed eight thoufand perfons in lefs than two 
months. 

‘ Philadelphia is without doubt far from experiencing fuch a fatal 
degree of heat; but the thermometer often rifes as high as 28 de- 
grees of Reaumur (95 of Fahrenheit). In the fummer the days 
are*burning hot ; they are diftrefling ; and the nights are almoft as 
hot as the day, 
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‘ € ‘Another refemblance between the two places I am {peaking of, 
is the fudden change in the flate of the atmofphere—a change which 


fometimes amounts to ten or twelve degrees of Reaumur, ih lefy 


than twenty-four hours, and frequently to five or fix degrees in a 
very few hours. This variation is moft frequently produced at Phi- 
ladelphia by the north-weft wind. 

' © The barometer alfo undergoes very fudden changes at Phila- 
delphia. I have fometimes obferved there from 6 to 7 lines dif- 
ference in lefs than as many hours. . 

* Pe-king is then at once colder and hotter than Philadelphia 
but can the opinion adopted by the inhabitants of the latter cityy 
concerning the favourable alteration that is to take place in both 
feafons, be confidered as well founded, after what we know of Pe- 
king, which, notwithftanding the clearing of the land fome thou- 
fand years back, ftill remains the fame? 

‘ I am aware that it may be faid that Naples and Madrid, which 
are nearly under the faine parallel of latitude as Pe-king and Phila- 
delphia, enjoy notwithftanding a very different temperature frem 
that of thofe two cities. But-I believe that we may conclude from’ 
that very circumftance, that the clearing of the land, from which 
alone a change of climate feems to be expected in America, is not 
the only caufe that operates in pro@ucing a particular temperature ;: 
and in {pite of all that is faid of the favourable alteration that has 
taken place in the laft fixty years, I doubt whether that opinion, 
though pretty generally received, deferves entire confidence. -No- 
thing is more fubje& to error than judgments formed concerning 
the ftate of the atmofphere, — they are only founded upon, our: 
fenfations. (Fr. Ed.) Vol. i. P. xxxix. 


Although the miffion was Shee with the title of an em- 
baffy, ond though the vifit feems to have been folicited, it was 
little more than a civil compliment to the emperor on the fix- 
tieth anniverfary of his inauguration. 
The journey, as might have been expected, was tedious 
arid uncomfortable. The embaffador and his attendants were 
ftrangely neglected, frequently fuffering from extremecold, from 
imperfect fupplies of provifion, and from a want of common 
conveniencies. The mandarins, to whofe care they were in- 
trufted, often failed in their duty ; and thofe officers feem to 
have had little authority over the coolies or porters. Such is 
the want of fubordination in a country where a finifhed fy- 
ftem of political arrangement is faid, by pretended philofophers, 
to prevail. 


According to our author, China is,°in the fouth, flaty in- 


terfected by rivers and canals ; in the north, mountainous. 
In many parts, the travellers pafled, by water, through de- 
files, hollowed between the moft ‘elevated and abrupt rocks; 
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in others, they faw thofe infulated mountains which are fa 
frequently reprefented in Chinefe pictures. A fpecimen of the 
writdl’s.defcriptive talents we will fele&: it is a fcene of the 


ormer kind. ' 


-..6 In the afternoon we paffed by the village of Tey-pehing-cok, 
fituated on the weftern fide of the river, which widens at this place, 
but which at the fame time is choked up with large banks of fand, 
At fun-fet we came to another narrow pafs, alfo between two ridges 
of very rugged and uneven rocks. This paflage coft us about half 
an hour's navigation, after which we faw nothing before us but a 
very extenfive plain, having conftantly level ground on both fides 
of the road, except during the night, when we entered a pafs_ftill 
narrower than the other two, This paflage, of fuch inconfiderable 
length that a ftone might be thrown from one end to the other, is 
fkirted with rocks fo lofty and fo terribly fteep, that they cannot 
fail to infpire the beholder with a fentiment of fear. This place is 
called Ang-yong-hab. 

¢ 26th. By break of day we had got-beyond the limits of thefe’ 
horrible rocks, to the weftward of which, and at the -foot of the’ 
mountain, is a handfome pagoda. The country then begins to re- 

{ume a level appearance, particularly to the eaftward; but‘@s the 
land on each fide of us, which Was fteep and lofty, prevented our 
profpeé, curiofity induced me to go On fhore at eight o’clock in 
the morning, and to climb up to thé top of the bank, which was 
thirty or forty feet high, in order to get a view of the furrounding 
fields: 1 continued my walk till half paft eleven. As far as the 
eye could reach, it difcovered a country admirably well cultivated, 
which, by its refemblance to the province of Utrecht, reprodaced: 
in my mind the delightful idea of my native land. Here was a 
field covered with wheat, contiguous to another of buck-wheat, 
embellithed by its bloffom ; there a piece of turnips; and then an- 
other fpot planted with {weet potatoes. An agreeable variety de- 
lighted the eye throughout this whole extent of country, where not 
the fmalleft fpace was left without cultivation, and the whole of 
which compofed a moft beautiful landfcape. The foil was argil- 
laceous, though uot ftrong; and if any judgment can be formed of 
its fertility from the ftubbles, it muit abound in corn,’ Vol?i. 


Pp. 46. 


M. Van Braam’s narrative feems to be faithful; but the 
ftatements of facts are feldom followed by appofite refleions 
or judicious applications: For inftance,- he makes mention of 
the heaps of falt ; but they have not led him into any fpecu- 
lations, though, in fir George Staunton’s narrative, they form 
the bafis of fome judicious calculations, relative to the popu- 


tation of China. 
': "This vifit is faid to.have been folicited by the mandarins at 


Canton, apparently to flatter the emperor with marks of atten- 
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fidn from a remote country. - The minifters of Louis KTV. 
for fimilar reafor.>, folicited an embafly from Abyfhnia. .M. 
Van Braam boatts of attentions greatly fuperior to thofe re- 
ceived by the Englith vifitants. The Dutch were certainly 
admitted more frequently to the interior parts of the palace, 
and feem to have /een the emperor more frequently ; but, 
originally forbidden to fpeak of bufinefs, they only faw him, 
and were fo clofely watched; that only at the end of their re- 
fidence did M. Van Braam difcover that they were lodged 
within the exterior gate. 

Our author has added little to the former defcriptions of Pe- 
kin. He adds, however, to the extant accounts of the im- 
perial palace. : 


‘ In the interior of the palace-there are hundreds of edifices, 
which make a magnificent appearance on the outfide, and which 
are ornamented with pieces of fculpture. Thefe buildings are bee 
fide richly gilt, and farther embellifhed by a red or green varnifh of 
the Japan kind. The roofs are covered with yellow tiles. 

‘ Through the palace runs a winding canal, which is vifible in 
fome places, while in others it difappears under the buildings: The 
paffages and the fquares are all‘neatly paved with hewn fione. We 
perceived at a diftince other edifices, in no re{peét inferior to thefe 
as to external beauty; but we alfo faw, in pafling along feveral 
places, and between great mafles of building, the moft miferable 
hovels and heaps of dirt, which were ill concealed by walls. The 
apartments iu which we were received by the firft mimifter were far 
from anfwering to the importance of fo great a man, The rooms 
are fo {mall, that there is not a common tradefman’s houfe im Hol- 
Jand which does not contain handfomer and more fpacious apart- 
ments; and they were fo full of people of all ranks, that it was not 
without difficulty that we made our way through them. Nor was 
any great decorum preferved; matters and fervants were ftanding 
promifcuoufly : and the latter, that they might the better gratify 
their curiofiyy by a fight of us, pufhed afide the mandarins without 
ceremony, and placed themfelves before them. Every thing we 
faw appeared to us inconceivable, and would no doubt have feemed 
fo to any one who could have been witnefs of this affemblage. 

¢ The gate of the palace through which we entered is itfelf a 
large building with three paflages, the middle one being the wideft 
and moft lofty. Each paffage has a wooden door ‘ftrengthened by 
plates of iron, with yellow. brafs knobs v pon them, placed at about 
fourteen inches from one another, and difpofed in the fame order 
as the fquares of a chefs-board. Thefe doors, and in general thofe 
of all.the Imperial buildings, are painted red, and in all of them 
the middle paffage is referved for the emperor alone, while thefe on 
the fides aré for the mandarins and private individuals. ‘The length 
of the paffage under the gate-way is forty-two of my paces, arid’ is 
very hand/omelyvarched’over head. Upon the rampart over the 
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gate is a building in the form of an oblong fquare, two ftories 
high, and refembling in its conftruction, roof, and ornaments, 


thofe of the interior of the palace. 

‘ On coming out of this paflage, we found ourfelves in a vaft 
{quare, paved and furrounded by buildings ereéted without the leaft 
regard to order or regularity. Each of thefe buildings, fome of 
which are dependencies of the chief tribunals, is furrounded with 
its own wall. Two only on the left hand of the entrance have 
their fagades and windows looking immediately into the fquare. 
The walls inclofing thefe different buildings form right lines in the 
interior of the palace, each running in the direétion of one of the 
four cardinal points of the compafs.’ Vol. i. P, 196. 


The moft {fplendid fcene was the following, that of the en- 
tertainment to which the Dutch were admitted. 


‘ In the middle of the fiall is the imperial throne, upon a plat- 

form fix feet high. The approach to it is by three flights of fleps ; 
one in the middle, and the two others on the fides. The platform 
is covered with a carpet, and furrounded with a baluftrade, which 
is ornamented with carved work, as well as the emperor’s arm- 
chair, and the rails that accompany each flight of fteps. Behind 
the throne hung a yellow tapeftry, and on the fides of the platform 
were feveral vafes filled with natural flowers, to the {weet emana- 
tions of which two other vafes of metal added the perfume of 
burning fandal wood and other Afiatic fubftances. 
_ * The two extremities of the gallery without the hall are paved 
entirely with ftones of a finely polifhed furface. There were 
ranged the bulky inftruments of mufic, fuch as that confifting of 
fixteen little bells, that compofed of fixteen pieces of metal, the 
great drum, and feveral other inftruments of a fimilar kind. They 
were all richly gilt, as well as the pedeftals on which they ftood. 

* The outer court, in which moft of the guefts were obliged to 
breakfaft in the open air, was covered with thick carpets, on which 
were laid the cufhions that each gueft had taken care to make his 
fervant bring, in order that he might fit down more conveniently 
on the ground fronting the pavilion. 

‘ Oppofite the throne was pitched a great tent of yellow cloth, 
in which the fide-board was arranged. Then in the court before 
the pavilion were placed four rows of little and low tables, covered 
with coarfe linen, and fo difpofed that there was one between every 
two perfons, except oppofite his excellency andyime, where a fepa- 
rate table was placed for each of us.’ Vol. i. P. 234. 


The emperor’s attention was great. He laughed when the 
author’s hat fell off. He lene more heartily when M. Vaa 
Braam declared, by a Chinefe word, that he did not under- 
ftand that language; but his imperial majefty is reprefented as 
in extreme old age; and, whatever powers of mind he might 
have had, little perhaps remained at the time of this vifit. His 
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amufements, and thofe of the Chinefe in general, fhow a 
weaknefs of mind, fcarcely emerging from, or again falling 
into, infancy. 

The religion of China is either pure theifm, or a moral fy- 
ftem, without any reference to a fuperintending power. The 


religion of the Lama is tolerated by the emperor; and the 
temple of Heaven and other facred edifices are fupported in 
Pekin. Our author’s defcriptions of thefe temples are in 
a great meafure new and interefting; but, as we cannot 
fele& any part with advantage, we muft refer to the work 
itfelf. * 

The account of the vifit to the emperor’s fummer palace is 
new, if, as our author was affured, the internal parts had never 
been feen by any European. The private apartments of the 
monarch are {mall, with fome few books, and other curiofities. 
The account of his favourite cabinet we will tranfcribe. 


‘ When we had infpected the whole of them, the mandarin 
ufhered us into the favourite cabinet of the emperor, which bears 
the name of Tien (Heaven). It is indeed the moft agreeable place 
of thofe that have been fhewn us; as well on acgount of its fitue 
ation, as of the different views which it commands. Nothing can 
equal the profpéé that the emperor may enjoy when, fitting in his 
arm-chair, he turns his eyes towards a large window, confifting of 
a fingle pane of glafs—a profpeét of which the reader will himfelf 
be able to form am idea from the fequel of this defcription. This 
cabinet is in a part of the building fituated upon an extenfive lake, 
which wafhes its walls. 

* This lake was the firft objeét that attraéted our attention. _ In 
the midft of it is an ifland of confiderable magnitude, on which fe- 
veral buildings have been erected that are dependencies of this im- 
perial refidence, and overfhadowed by lofty trees. The ifland com- 
municates with the adjacent continent by a noble bridge of feven- 
teen arches, built of hewn ftone, and ftanding on the eaftern fide. 
This bridge was the next thing that our eyes refted upon. 

* Turning to the weftward, the fight is gratified by the view of 
a lake {maller than the former, and only feparated from it by a wide 
road. In the midft @f it is a kind of citadel of a circular form, 
with a handfome edifice in its centre.. Thefe two lakes communi- 
cate by a channél cut through the road that divides them, while a 
{tone bridge of confiderable height, and of a fingle arch, fupplies 
the defe&t in the communication by land which that channel oc- 
cafions, 

* Still further to the weftward, and at a great diftance, the eye 
is arrefted by two towers ftanding on the tops of lofty mouptains. 

‘ To the north-weft ftands a magnificent range of edifices be~ 
longing to temples, conftruéted at the foot, in the middle, and 
upon the fummit of a mountain ~ ed formed by art, with frag- 
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ments of natural rocks, which, independently af the expence of 
the buildings, mufi thave coft immenfe fums, fince this kind of 
{tone is only to be found at a great diftance from the place. This 
work feems to reprefent the enterprize of the giants who attempted 
to {cale the Heavens: at leaft rocks heaped upon rocks recal that 


ancient fiétion to the mind. The affemblage of the buildings, and 


picturefque embellifiments of the mountains, afford a view of 
which the pen can give no adequate idea, It is not then without 
reafon that this cabinet is the favourite apartment of the aged mon- 
arch. ‘ 

© The infide of it is furnifhed with a library and fhelves, on 
which are colleéted all the moft valuable and fcarce Chinefe pro- 
ductions, confifting both of precious ftones and antiques; and cer- 
tainly they are highly deferving of the attention with which we ex- 


amined them.’ Vol. ii. P. 9. 


Defcriptions of the temples, feen from this cabinet, follow. 
The idol of Senfuality, the inhabitant of one of thefe, feems 
to. be allied .to the fyftem of Lama ; and many parts of the 
Chinefe religion are apparently derived from Hindoftan. Some 
traces, and not flight or accidental ones, of the Jewith dif- 
penfation are alfo pointed out by our author. A follower of 
the fyftem of fir William Jones would find many fupports of 
it in the volumes before us.. | | | 

In this place rope-dancing and tumbling were the chief 
amufements. ‘To thefe were added fire-works; but, from ap- 
prehention of fire, they were exhibited by”day-light, as if 
there was lefs danger when fire was lefs feen. Indeed, the 
Chinefe, in many refpects, are ftill children. They put on 
mourning when an eclipfe of the fun or moon occurs, left eis 
ther luminary fhould be devoured by the great dragon; and, 
having early made fome advances in art and in fcience, they 
ate contented with what they poffefs, thinking every further 
advance ufelefs. | . 

Our author is of opinion that China will always continue 
an independent kingdom, from the difficulty of accefs, and 
#¢ narrow impracticable roads, He is not aware, that feuds 
have always exifled, and that a foreign ally of one party may 
foon fubdue'the whole. ‘In the prefent fate of European tac- 
tics, the conqueft of China would be little more than gaining 
a battle againft an undifciplined rabble. - 

The gentlemen of the embaffy at laft commenced their re- 
turn. They proceeded by land till they reached the Yellow Ri- 
ver, and then in yachts on the grand canal. The Chinefe al- 
Ways pay a refpectful attention to a departing vilitant ; and 
our travellers felt no ingonvenience that attention could rec 
tify. To follow them minutely, would be difficult and ufe, 
dels; but we will felect a few circumftances of fome intereft, 
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The.embankments which form the canals flope internally, 
a method always followed by the Chinefe, though only prac- 
tifed, even in Holland, for the laft forty or fifty years.—The 
colour of nankin is, we find, that of the cotton. Some years 
ago, an extraordinary demand induced the. manufacturer to 
mix white cotton, and the colour of the commodity was con- 
fequently paler. The Chinefe fmiled when he was requefted 
to dye it of a deeper hue ; but, the demand leffening, the nan- 
kin was reftored to its original colour. 

The utility of the bamboo js wonderful. Some of the ufes 
to which it is applied are thus mentioned. Le 


* Of every production that grows in the vaft extent of the 
empire of China, there is undoubtedly none whofe utility fur- 
pafles that of bamboo, which is employed on every occafion, 
even as an article of food. Scarcely any thing is to be found 
in China, either upon land or water, in the compofition of which 
bamiboo does not enter, or to the utility of which it does not 
conduce. From the moft valuable articles which ferve to adorn 
the apartments'of the prince, down to the fmalleft tool handled by 
the meaneft mechanic, bamboo is fure to find a place. Houfes 
are entirely conftructed of it, as well as all the furniture they con- 
tain. In navigation, it is bamboo which furnifhes every thing 
from the line that ferves to track the fmalleft skiff, to the cable, that 
conftitutes the fecurity of the largeft veffel. 

‘ This tree, which is propagated with attonifhing abundance, and 
grows with remarkable rapidity when planted in a favourable foil, 
deferves to be confidered as one of the greateft benefits that nature 
has conferred on the territory of China; the Chinefe accordingly 
fhew their gratitude by bringing it-more and more into ufe. I doubt 
whether the vegetable kingdom in any part of the world affords a 
fubftance of fuch general utility as’ the bamboo, the qualities of 
which place it far above my panegyric.’ Vol. ii, Pp. t29. 


At the number of rice veffels, which annually pafs along the 
reat canal, we are aftonifhed. The emperor is faid to have 
nine thoufand nine hundred and ninety-nine, which make one 
yoyage every year, The feamen live with their families on 
board ; and the boatsgare not heavily laden. Qiiconomy is 
certainly not confulted in the arrangement. 

This journey, on the weft of the Yellow Sea, and near the 
mouths of the principaf rivers, which fall into the Eaftern 
Ocean, is more interefting than that from Macao to Pekin; 
for the country is in this part more flourifhing, more profper- 
ous, and better cultivated. It was alfo the uiual nsGlaare of 
the prince for foine months in the year; fince Nankin is faid 
to mean the fouthern palace, as Pekin Wplies the northern. 


ut the ‘Tartarian habits of the prefent dynafty have confined, 
the monarch to the latter abode ; and in Cilina, where reb¢l- » 
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lion feems feldom to fleep, he may think himfelf more fecure 
the more near he is to his Tartarian allies. We will: tran- 
fcribe the defcription of one of the fouthern palaces. It will 
remind our readers of the account given by fir William Cham- 


bers, and the inimitable ridicule of the author of the ‘ Heroic 
' Epiftle.’ 


* Even in its prefent ftate, this place is rendered worthy of at- 
tention by the variety of its edifices, by the diverfity of the ground 
interfperfed with rocks, by its pavilions, its lakes, its bridges, &c. 
Every thing is difpofed according to a fyftem in which art feems to 
hidé herfelf in the midft of the irregularities of nature; while the 
ftudied confufion of trees, fruit, flowers, and brambles, compofe 
a fcene that feems due to chance alone. Already the birds en- 
livened the groves by their fongs, and enriched the verdure with 
their plumage. Voluptuous fummer, when thou haft {pread thy 
charms over the country, what fupreme delight muft be tafted in 
this enchanting place ! : 

‘ No, it is not poffible to give a faithful defcription of a Chinefe 
villa. Every thing is intermingled, and feems on the point of be- 
ing confounded; but the triumph of genius is to prevent the {malleft 
diforder that might hurt the eye. Every inftant a new combina- 
tion affords a new variety, fo much the moré agreeable and ftriking, 


‘as it has been the lefs poflible to forefee it; the {pectator’s furprife 


being conftantly kept up, becaufe every moment produces a new 
fcene. Perhaps plans and drawings might give an exact idea of 
their compofition ; but what plan can fhew the order of that which 
is only perfect becaufe deftitute of all order? What drawing can 
produce the effect of things which feem fo difcordant ; and how is 
it poffible to introduce into it that life which the different objeéts 
borrow from one another ?>—-Our charming walk lafted an hour and 
a half’ Vol. ii. p. 138. 


The city.of Sou-tcheou-fou is reprefented as handfome and 
flourifhing. It is faid to abound with beautiful women; but 
all the embaffador’s influence and addrefs could not procure 
a view of its different curiofities. In this part of the coun- 
try, where the ground is low, the Chinefe have a cuftom of 
burning their dead, as they cannot bear the idea of their re- 
poling in a damp uncleanly fpot. 

Among the mifcellaneous remarks, are the accounts of dif- 
ferent temples and bridges, “The former fhow, that religion 
is not wholly neglected ; and, though the reigning emperor is 
often the ¢ numen loci,’ yet thefe buildings Rill preterve the 
idea of fome fuperior being. The bridges alfo, in this part 
of our author’s jourpey, feem to have been conftructed with 
extraordinary attention, and are the fubjeA of fome curious, 


«remarks. The food of the filkeworms, in China, feems to be 


the common garden mulberry-tree of this country. Convents 


* 
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are alfo numerous in this route, proving, in our author’s 
words, that the monks mutt lead a * moft comfortable life.’ 
In this volume, we leave our traveller about the middle of 
the fouthern part of the empire, journeying to the fouth-weft, 
towards Canton, Why the narrative breaks off fo abruptly 
we know not. The volume concludes with an account of the 
valuable Chinefe drawings, procured by M, Van Braam, who 
is himfelf a draughtfman of no common abilities, This ree 
minds us of another imperfection. Various views and draw- 
ings are referred to, in the courfe of the work, though we 
have only a meagre, incomplete, and often incorrect, map. 
We know not whether this is to be attributed to the French 
or the Englith tranflator: it is at leaft a defect, which we 


greatly lament. 


In giving a general view of the volumes before us, we muft — 


praife the accuracy and fidelity of our traveller, without be- 
ftowing any high encomium on his genius or penetration. 
He haffens on, faithfully defcribing what he faw, and draw- 
ing few inferences. His returning route afforded various op- 
portunities of adding to our knowledge of this fingular coun- 
it and fo far thefe volumes are a valuable fupplement to 
what has been already related on the fubje&t. The narrative 
certainly inftruéts ; we could wifh to have added that it had 
highly entertained us. 





The New Annual Regifter, or General Repofitory of Hiftory, 
Politics, and Literature, for the Year 1798. To which is 

_ prefixed, the Hiftary of Knowledge, Learning, and Tafie, 
in Great-Britain, during the Reign of King Charles Ul, 
Part II. 10s.6d. Boards. Robinfons. 1799. 


HISTORIANS of recent events are fubjected to confider- 
able difadvantages. They are under the neceflity of relating, with 
imperfect documents, many important tranfactions, of which 
the motives are not clearly developed, or the particulars fully 
afcertained. Hence the mofl probable of their conjectures 
are not always well-founded, nor are the moft plautible of 
their ftatements ftri€tly accurate. In confequence of this de- 
ficiency of early information, the writer of the prefent work 
has fince found it expedient to take a’ retrofpective view of 
many of the incidents of the year 1797, that fome of the er- 
rors of the preceding volume might be corrected, and various 
imperfe€tions remedied, This attention to the improvement 
of an ufeful work cannot but be pleafing to the public. 

The prefixed fketch relates to the philofophical attainments 
ef the Britifh nation during the reign of the fecond Charles, 
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Our chief objection to this is, that it is too fhort for the ime 
portance of the fubject. 

The tix firft wea principally confift of parliamentary 
debates.. The feventh comprehends a copious account of the 
rebellion in Ireland. The ‘-predifpofing caufes’ of the coms 
motions are well traced; and, in the courfe of the invefliga~ 
tion, our author takes an opportunity of giving his opinion 
refpecting the ftate of the public mind, on the fubject of a 
change of government. 


‘ The French government, from the firft of the conteft with 
this country, we may indeed fay i in the very commencement of it, 
feem to have been remarkably ignorant of the ftate of the people, 
and the government with whom they had to contend. They have 
repeatedly fallen into the error, which fome, indeed, of the tory 
party in Great Britain have held or countenanced, tliat all who dif- 
approve, in any degree, of the conduct of minifters in Great Bri- 
tain are difpofed to a revolution. No error can be more flagrant 
or more fatal either to be received by an enemy, or cherifhed by 
the adminiftration. Of the perfons hoftile to miniftry in Britain, 
fome are fo upon mere party motives, that is, attached to the men 
who wifh to fupplant the prefent minifters, and to occupy their 
ftations; and it is not likely that perfons of this defcription fhould 
be defirous of a revolution, which muft defeat the very hopes on 
which they aét, and involve the majority and minority in one com- 
mon ruin. Some again are the remains of the old whig party in . 
this kingdom, who venerate the conftitution, and only condemn 
the minifters when they fuppofe them to have committed innova 
tions upon it. Some are in oppofition upon religious prejudices, 
becaufe they Have ever been hoftile to the ecclefiaftical eftablith- 
inent. None of thefe defcriptions of men, however, are to be ree 
garded as friendly to a revolution. We have, on the contrary, ever 
affirmed, that the actual republicans in this country are few, and 
thofe are to be rather confidered as fpeculative than aétive demo- 
cratifts. . The perfons who are defirous of a change of govern- 
ment in this country are alfo comparatively very few; and thefe 
are men of defperate fortunes, or in the lower claffes of fociety. 
Thefe have ever been our fentiments, and, we are perfuaded, the 
courfe of events, and the cool judgment of pofterity, will confirm 
our verdict.’ Pp. 169. 


We agree with this writer in his diminution of the fuppofed 
number of perfons defirous of a fubverfion of the prefent go- 
yernment. 

By the conduc of the rulers of Ireland, before the com- 
mencement of infurrection, the following remarks were fug- 


gefted. 


$ Tt would be abfurd to deny that many acts of rigour, we 
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tight, perhaps, fay of cruelty, were committed by the agents of 
government. Fear and alarm are ftrong paffions, and there are, 
perhaps, none that actuate the human breaft which difpofe more to 
cruel and fanguinary conduét- Several perfons were flogged and 
otherwife tortured to extort confeffions. Thefe are proceed- 
. ings of which we cannot approve. Every punifhment inflicted 
without trial is a violation of juftice; and men, who were con- 
tending for the government and conftitution of their anceftors, 
ought to. have been the laft to violate that conftitution, whatever 
the temptation. In the confidence of a good caufe, they ought “ 
have adopted implicitly the maxim---“ Fiat juftitia, ruat ccelum ;’ 
—with the dignity becoming patriots they ought to have olaced 
themfelves upon the defenfive at every point, but not have fuffered 
the flighteft violation of thofe facred rights they were fo glorioufly 
defending. We much queition, whether the policy of thefe pro- 
ceedings was not as erroneous as the proceedings themfelves were 
blame-worthy. The inferior agents were little acquainted with the 
great fcheme on which their chiefs were proceeding ; and itis mae 
nifeft, that the confpiracy was at leaft not difcovered by the inflice 
tion of arbitrary punifiments, To defeat feditious machinations, 
rewards are always a more powerful inftrument in the hands of go- 
vernment than punifhments. The men who enter into confpira- 
cies are commonly ambitious, and often avaricious. The band is 
eafily broken by holding forth proper temptations to fuch perfons to 
return to loyalty, and forfake their fellows in iniquity; and, in faé, 
it was: by thefe means, and not by the other, that Ireland was faved. 
* Candour will, however, be cautious in imputing to the govern- 
ment every excefs into which a heated foldiery may be occafionally 
betrayed ; and, on the other hand, if fome aés of grofs feverity 
were exeicifed, let it be remembered that the provocations were 
many. Unhappy Ireland was at this period the theatre of aflagi- 
ation and outrage. The houfes of the peaceable inhabitants were 
frequently affailed by night by perféns in connexion with the fo- 
ciety of united Irifhmen, and fome refpeéctable perfons were mur- 
dered in the moft barbarous manner, without provocation, and, in 
fome inftances, without an attempt to defend themfelves.’ P. 175. 


The fupinenefs of the French government, at the time of 
the rebellion, is thus depicted. 


‘ It was happy for Great Britain and Ireland at this alarming 
crifis, that the French government was in the hands of the moft in- 
capable politicians, that, perhaps, Europe had ever feen upon the 
theatre of public affairs. They muft have been well acquainted 
with the ftate in which Ireland was at this time. Wexford was 
nearly three weeks in the pofleffion of the infurgents, and their ar- 
mies were, during the whole of that time, able to keep the field, 
and brave his majefty’s- forces—Had the French directory em- 
braced.the opportunity, and purfued the plan which was laid out 
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for them by lord Edward Fitzgerald and others of the malconterits 
in Iteland ; had they rifked a few frigates and light veffels, with a 
proper fupply of officers, armsand ammunition, with a few troops 
to keep the infurgents in fpirits, Ireland would have been loft for 
ever, and ultimately Great Britain itfelf, fince, we are perfuaded 
that, in the prefent ftate of Europe, both iflands muft ftand or fall 
together. They are naturally united, and the interefts of neither 
will bear a feparation. Providence ordered it better; and ordained 
that from this moment, and by this one fatal overfight, the enor- 


mous fabric of French power, raifed on the ruins of order and of 


juftice, fhould now commence its decline, and fhould gradually 
moulder to ruin.’ P. 195. 


We by no means think that.the adjuniion of a few troops 
to the rebel army would have occafioned the lofs of Ireland 
even for a fhort time: to conclude that it * would have been 
loft for ever,’ is extravagant. 

The final obfervations upon the rebellion, and thofe which 
concern the propofed union, will probably appear judicious to 
many readers. 


¢ Whatever might have been the occafional or even unjuftifiable 
feverities exercifed upon fuipected individuals, we mutt, in can- 
dour, acquit the Irifh government of the charge which has, we 
think, rafhly been brought againft them, “ of having goaded the 
people into rebellion.” The rebellion was evidently the refult of a 
deep confpiracy laid by a few ambitious and difaffected perfons, 
who infidioufly wrought upon the paffions and prejudices of the 
lower orders of catholics to promote their own deftructive defigns. 
There is much reafon to believe that the eyes of the people are now 
open to the mifchiefs into which they had been feduced ; and it 
only remains for government to fway the fceptre of authority with 


temperance, and properly to blend conciliation with a firm and not — 
timid conduct. The path of peace and profperity, we now think, — 


is laid open to both parties; and, we truft, they will keep it. As 
a fovereign remedy for fimilar diforders, a legiflative union of the 
two kingdoms has been recommended. We own ourfelves partial 
toa unity of government; and we can fee that the plan might ul- 
timately be attended with fome advantages; but thofe advantages 
are certainly remote, and they cannot be worth the rifk of the 
fmalleft difturbance or difcontent among the people. With refpeé 
to the immediate object, we cannot difcover in what way a legis- 
lative union can be a means of preventing the revival of the fcenes, 
which we have now been reviewing. It cannot remove the pre- 
judices of the catholics ; it cannot enlighten the people, or relieve 
them from their burdens. It may indeed, on the contrary, for the 
moment, tend to increafe one of the principal grievances of which 
the Irifh at prefent complain—the expenditure of Irifh property at 


a diftance from the country, where that property is acquired. We — 


— 
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think, in fine, that there are other meafures. which would be much 
more effectual than this in promoting the peace, tranquillity, and 
welfare of Ireland, If it were poffible to promote, by any means, 
the transfer of capital to the Irifh coaft, and to excite in the people 
the fpirit of commerce and manufactures; if fome commercial 
conceffions could be made by the opulence of Britain to the poverty 
of Ireland; if fchools could de eftablifhed for the promotion at 
once of knowledge and induftry ; if the gentry of Ireland could be 
perfuaded to embody themfelves in a patriotic union for the protec- 
tion and the aid of the poor; if they could follow the example of 
a fociety in this kingdom, whofe generous efforts in the caufe of. 
humanity are above our praife, “ the fociety for bettering the con- 
dition of the poor;”’ and if they could reduce to practice fome. of 
the judicious f{peculationsof that fociety, we are perfuaded they 
would effet more towards reconciling the minds of the people to 
order and fubjection than any experiment on the conftitution and 
the government. We have had enough of innovation; and, how- 
ever falutary the plan, we are perfuaded, that, in the prefent temper: 
and condition of the Irifh people, “ this is not,” to ufe the lan- 
guage of the Britifh minifter on another occafion, * this is not the 
time for reform.” P. 198. 


In the retrofpect of continental affairs for the year 1797, 
we do not perceive any grofs inaccuracy of ftatement. The 
war of Italy is recounted in a perfpicuous and not unpleafing 
manner. Of the battle near the Tagliamento we have this 


fketch. 


‘ The archduke, with the main army, was fafely entrenched be- 
hind the deep and rapid Tagliamento, drawing his provifions from 
the fertile Frioul, by Gradifca and Goritz, and from the Venetian 
country, between the Tagliamento and the Alps, which formed a 
half circle behind him, In this {pace were fituated the towns of 
Trevifo, Udine, and Palma-Nuova, to cover his retreat, if, by 
any unfortunate occurrence, from any extraordinary impulfe of au- 
dacity, the French fhould attempt and force the paflage of the 
river. 

' © Had the waters of the Taglian.ento continued to flow with 
their ufual volume and impetuofity, the French might have found 
the enterprife extremely difficult ; buta fudden froft having arrefted 
the thaw, and the torrents on the Glaciers, and the higher Alps, 
the river had funk fo as.to be fordable in feveral places, Buona- 
parte drawing a favourable augury from this fortunate interpofition 
of the north-eafterly wind, made inftant difpofitions for the paf- 
fage of the river; ordering general Guieux to crofs it to the right 
of the Auttrian entrenchments, and Bernadotte, with his battalions 
from the Rhine, to perform the fame operation on the left. The 
whole line ranged itfelf in order of battle. General Duphot fir 
threw himfelf into the river, at the head of a brigade of light-in- 
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fantry, and foon croffed to the oppofite bank, fupported by the gre- 
nadiers of the divifion under general Guieux ; general Murat, who 
made the fame movement on the left, was, in the fame manner, 
{upported by the divifion of grenadjers under Bernadotte. The 
Auftrian cavalry feveral times charged the French infantry, but 
were continually repulfed. The whole of the republican army 
having now pafled the river, had formed itfelf for a general attack, 
when the Auftrians, {truck with terror at the boldnefs of the enter- 
prife, the fuperiority of the French artillery which they had felt in 
the fevere cannonade that had preceded, and taken place during the 
paffage, and by the promptitude and dexterity of the French, fell 
back on every fide; but, when general Guieux had forced the vil- 
lage where the archduke had eftablifhed his head-quarters, the rout 
of the Auftrian army became general. The prince feeing no hope 
but in flight, withdrew hattily, during the night, to the only-retreat 
which the daring manoeuvres of the French had left him, and fe- 
cured himfelf from danger among the ravines of the mountains, 
leaving part of his artillery, and the towns of Palma-Nuova, Udine, 
and all the Venetian territory, as far as the confines of Carinthia 
and Carniola, to the mercy of the conqueror. ° 

* The French loft no time in taking advantage of this important 
victory, although it was impoflible for them. to purfue the Auftrians 
as faft as they retreated, and who did not halt till they reached the 
valley at the foot of the Alps, through which run the Drave and 
the Murh. In this pofition the archduke once more formed his 
army ; and a fecond time, aided by ramparts of ice and fnowy 
mountains, he thought himfelf out of the reach of further attack, 
at leaft till he could get around him the means of making more ef- 
fectual refiftancé than he had done at the paflage of the Taglia- 
mento. By taking this pofition, the archduke not only protetted 
the retreat of his artillery, and heavy baggage, but reinforced the 
pafles amongft the mountains of the Tyrol againft general Joubert, 
although the provinces of Iftria and the Frioul, as far as the fources 
of the Ydria, lay open to the French. While the right divifion of 
the republican army advanced on the borders of the Adriatic, the 
left wing, under Joubert, was fcaling the Tyrolian Alps.’ p.228. 


The revolution which dethroned the pope is defcribed with 
fpirit, After the change of government, 


¢ the pontiff, fallen thus from his high ftate, became an object 
of intereft and commiferation even to bis enemies. Fancy can 
fcarcely forbear painting him ftalking through the fplendid apart- 
ments of the Vatican, lately filled with a proftrate multitude, a- 
midft whom he marched ereét with proud and portly ftep, robed 
in his infignia of divinity, confcious ftill of his power in the invie 
fible worlds, though his glory had been fhorn of its beams; amidft 
thefe apartments, now deferted and filent, his mind perhaps me- 


_ ditated with aftonificd reflection an-the chequered tiffue of a long 
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ahd eventful reign ; and in thofe firft moments of adverfe fortune, 
when vanity drops her thield, fearched, pethaps without indulgence, 
into the receffes of his heart, which in _thefe trying moments could 
not but unveil itfelf before him. Yet united in hiltory, as his name 
will poffibly be with the extinction of the papal power (for even 
late events do not affure us of its re-eftablifhment), and admitted as 
it muft be that the errors of his teign, and the inconfiftercies of 
his conduét, haftened that period, it muft neverthelefs be allowed, 
that had he poffeffed the concentrated wifdom and firmnefs of the 
moft enlightened of his predeceffors, the papal authority could not 
have been of long duration. Before his acceflion to the pontifical 
dignity, the axe had been laid to its root; and if wondér be ex- 
cited at its overthrow, a flight reflection will convince us#hat this 
aftonifhment is mifplaced, and that we ought rather to be furprifed 
at the length of its continuance than the readinefs of its fall. 

‘ The primary caufe is undoubtedly the progrefs of knowledge, 
the {teady foe both of religious and civil defpotifm, and which, 
unlike that revolutionary fanaticifm which borrows its name, and 
deals alike its fury on truth and error, makes even its enemies the 
inftruments of good. In the lift of fecondary caufes, the abolition 
of the order of the Jefuits holds a diftinguifhed place. This order 
was the nobility of the papal monarchy, the pretorian guard of its 
{piritual defpotifm ; and when Ganganelli figned’ the fentence of 
death to this formidable power, folicited and provoked by the ‘ca 
tholic fovereigns of Europe, and with it that of his own, for-he 
foon afterwards fell the viétim of their vengeance, his penetrating 
fpirit no doubt difcovered that the temporal authority of the church 
could not long furvive the deftruction of its moft zealous and fy- 


ftematic fupporters.’? P. 294. 


Some traits of the character of the late pope ate properly 
delineated. 


‘ The harmlefs vanity of the pontiff, in the ftudious difplay of 
his perfonal attractions, may excite a {mile; but, though vain glory 
often led-him to the commiffion ef aéts which have been regarded 
by the devout with pity, and by the profane with contempt, every 
lover.of the arts will pay him the tribute jultly due to his zeal for 
the protection which he gave them, more particularly in ornamenta 
ing and enriching the celebrated mufeum of the Vatican, The 
induftry with which he applied himfelf to works which might be 
deemed of public utility éntitled him alfo to refpect ; but, uofortu- 
nately for the public purfe, that indufiry was often ill dire&ted; and 
his favourite plan of draining the Pontine marfhes, the great object 
of perfevering enthufiafm, and for which he has been fo much ap 
plauded, ended in little elfe than wafting the public money, reftor- 
ing the Appian Way, and enriching his own family, already grown 
a burden to the people. Poficffed of many eftimable qualities asa 
private man, he had few of thofe talents which are neceflary to ge» 

Crit. Rey. Voz, XXVII. Nov. 1799. 
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vern in times of difficulty or danger. Yielding often to the impulfe 
of the moment, the impetuofity of his character led him into er- 
rors which were followed by {peedy repentance: prefumptuous with 
refpect to his own opinion, he was blind to the future, where men 
of common fagacity had the cleareft forefight ; and, filled with ideas 
of the importance and dignity of his charaéter, he prepared for 
himfelf numerous mortifications and infults, which he had neither 
tlie addrefs to avoid, nor the power to avenge. As*the vifible head 
of the church, his attention to the duties of his office was uniform 
and exemplary ; he has been reproached withmaking fome of thofe 
duties fubfervient to his perfonal vanity, and with being fonder of 
public exhibitions than became the gravity and fanétity of his chas 
racter :*this charge may not be altogether unfounded, but it may 
be alleged, in his juftification, that the relaxation of his predeceflor, 
with re{pect to the ceremonials of worfhip, was a dangerous depars 
ture from the political ufages of the church; and that a religious 
fyftem, which had been eftablifhed for ages, in defiance of reafon 
and fcripture, would foon lofe its influence, efpecially at this fea~ 
fon, if its theatrical pomp and ornament did not continue to dazzle 
the eye of vulgar inquiry.’ Pp. 306. 


An apology is made for the brevity of that part of the hi- 
ftory in which the revobution of Switzerland is mentioned ; 
and a ‘ more detailed and more authentic narrative’ is pro- 
mifed. 

Of the French expedition to Egypt we obferve only a very 
hafty fketche It is introdaced in thefe terms: 


‘. The French direftory had rendered themfelves ridiculous by 
their bombaftic proclamations and decrees againft the government 


of Great Britain. Though the pompous title of the Army of Eng- 


land, however, was announced to the people of France, it foon 
appeared that their threats were an empty delufion to captivate the 
multitude, and to lull them into confidence by belief in an: enter- 
prife, which, even in the higheft paroxy{m of revolutionary mad- 
nefs, they did not dare to attempt. With that ficklenefs which al- 
ways characterifes weak fiatefmen, the frantic project of an inva- 
fion of England was changed for another fearcely lefs abfutd. We 

have no documents before us which authentically explain the ob- 


“ject propofed by thefe contemptible politicians from the expedition 


of Buonaparte into Egypt. It was believed that his object was to 
penetrate either by the itthmus of Suez, or by the Red Sea, to the 
Indian Ocean, to embark his troops, aud, by a co-operation with 
Tippoo fultan, to endeavour the overthrow of the Britifth emp: re 
in the Eaft. To us it appears probable, that the directory in this 
wild undertaking had no definite, and certainly no rational object. 
After the treaty of Campo-Formio, the army became a burden, 
wh'ch they found it difficult to fupport, .and which it might be 


@angerous to their authority to maintain, The invafion of England 
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was found to be totally, impra@ticable. Tlie fleet which fhould 
convey the troops would certainly experience nothing but defeat 
from the acknowledged fuperiority of the Britifh navy, and they 
were apprehenfive of the reaction fuch a calamity might create. 
To avoid thefe difficulties, and to find occupation for the active, 
and, perhaps, dangerous fpirit of Buonaparte, an expedition was 
planned to difpatch him to a diftant fhore, where fuccefs or mis- 
fortune could little intereft the nation, and where his defeat could 
excite no reaction or murmurs, which might endanger themfelves: 
The confummate vanity of this otherwife excellent officer was 4 
convenient inftrument in the hands of cubning men; ard the de- 
liverer of the Eaft was too pompous a title for the conqueror of 
Italy to refift.’? Pp. 313. 


The plunder and thaffacre at Alexandria are reprefented a? 
circumftances ‘ which the general probably was unable to re- 
ftrain ;’ but we are inclined to thiak that Buonaparte was 
more unwilling than unable to reprefs thofe enormities. 

The account of tlie engagement neat the Nile is evideritly 
taken from that which we gave in our Review of Public 
Affairs. 

The annual hiftory. terminates with a juft reprobation of tlie 
conduct of our republican neighbours. 


‘ To the ambition, rapacity, ignorance, a§d folly of tlie Idte di- 
rectory, the French nation will have to attribute whatever misfor- 
ha may hereafter befall them. Their infolence and their folly was 
[were] evinced in the abrupt and {hatheful termination of the nego- 
tiations at Lifle; and their ignorance of the politics of foreign Courts 
was proved by their difpatching (at a moment when they ‘ought to 
have dreaded a new and formidable coalition) their ableft general; 
with the flower of their army, on the wildeft proje& that ever a 
difordered imagination could conteive. 

‘ Attached firmly as we are to the cauife of general liberty, we 
fhall not regret to fee French ambition humbled, and a fedfonable 
check given to a career of conqueft which threateried to bury in 
confufion and defolation the European world. More will, however, 
depend on the prudence of the fovereigns engaged in the new con- 
federacy than on the valour of their arms. “Happy for them, for 
us, and for mankind, if they fhall know when to ttop! Let them 
beware of again goading to defperati ion a hatioh, which, with all 
its faults, is brave even to heroifm, and fkilled in the art of wat 
above its contemporaries. The conftderated powers will, we truf, 
embrace the firft favourable opportunity of rettoring peace,—for it 
is peace, and not wat (we again repeat it) which will effectually 
abridge the power and fet limits to the encroachments of the Frencti 
tepublic. If peace were reftored, Frartce would then begin.to feel 
" the wounds fhe has received; and we will venture to prediét, that if 
will belong indeed before he will be able again <9 émbark in a war. 

as 
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In the mean time contefts will inevitably arife between the differérit 
faétions in’ the interior of the republic. They will weaken one an- 
other more than they cah be weakened by foreign efforts. The 
~ prefent ill-con{tructed fabric will inevitably fall; and a government 
will, we truft, be inftituted in its ftead more favourable to the li- 
berties, the peace, and happinefs of mankind.’ P. 317. 


The < principal occurrences’ are in general well felected, as 
are alfo the ‘ biographical anecdotes and characters.’ Burt, 
under the head ‘ manners of nations,’ fome extracts from thé 
voyage of Vancouver might lave been expected; and the 
next head, ¢ claffical and polite criticifm,’ would eafily have 
borne fome extention. | 

Of the numerous articles which fill the department of lite- 
rary criticifm, the following may be reckoned among the beft 
—the review of Dr. Hey’s Lectures, of Belfham’s Anfwer to 
Wilberforce; of the Effay on Population, of Robinfon’s View 
of Englifh Wars, of the Continuation of Barruel’s Memoirs, 
of Coxe’s Life of Walpole, and of Dr. Biffet’s Life of Burke. 





Pigtures of Poetry; Hiftortcal, Biographical, and Critical, 
By Alexander Thomfon, Efq. 8v0. §3. Boards. Longman 
and Rees. 1799. 


MR. Thomfon has undertaken an extenfive poetical plan ; 
‘a view of the progrefs of polite literature, from the earlieft 
period to the prefent time.’ 

* Of this plan a confiderable portion, making about one fourth 
of the whole, is here. fubmitted to the candour of criticifm. It is 
chiefly occupied with the literature of Greece, and includes a pe- 
riod of eight hundred years, beginning with a fketch of the court 
of Solomon, and ending with that of Ptolemy Philadelphus.’ p. v. 


His firft intention. was to have carried on the chain of nar- 
ration, unbroken, through the whole plan ; but, as it was fug- 
gefted to him by a friend, that few readers of the prefent agé 
could be expected to perfevere through fifty or fixty cantos, 
the author wifely adopted a different method, that of breaking’ 
down the plan into dittinG portions, each of which fhould be 
a whole in itfelf, independent of any of the others, though all 
fhould be ftrung together on the ftring of chronology. 

The firft picture is the lyric poem of Solomen and Sheba, 
with the regular ftrophe and antiftrophe. Without entering 
into the queftion of the advantages or difadvantages of the re- 
gular ftanza, we will only obferve that, as we do not dance to 
our odes, it is ridiculous to preferve thefe diftin@tions. The 
firft part of the ode defcribes Solomon finging to his vifitant 
and the writer has attempted, in three ftanzas, to characterife 
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the Canticles, the Ecclefiaftes, and the Proverbs, attributed to 
the Hebrew king. The coriclufion relates the trial mage of 
Solomon’s wifdom by the queen. 


‘In either hand a flow’ry wreath fhe bore ; 
Spontaneous one in Nature’s garden grew, 
And one by mimic Art’s deceitful lore, 
In all was form’d alike of fhape and hue. 
“ Great King,” fhe faid, * call forth thy judgment’s pow’r, 
“And tell me, which is Art’s, and which is Nature’s flow’r?”? 
‘ The judge renown’d, whofe threat’ning fword 
A mother to her child reftor’d, 
Now felt his heart begin to fail, 
And turn'd with rage ‘and terror pale ; 
He look’d, and look’d again, 
But all he found in vain; 
So well could Art her garland weave, 
As might the keeneft glance deceive, 
Till Vifion, after many an effort vain, 
In deep defpair, the fruitlefs tafk refign’d: 
And. Doubt, fell tyrant of the troubled brain, 
Took full poffefiion of the monarch’s mind, 
Plung’d in a fhiorelefs fea of thought profound, 
And feiz’d his wand’ring eyes, and nail’d them to the ground. 


* His peers beheld th’ approaching fhame, 
And trembled for their mafter’s fame : 
Each bent on him a mournful look, 
And each his beard with terror fhook- 
*T was hard that he who knew 
Each plant on ground that grew, 
s From the low hyffop on the wall, 
To lofty Leb’non’s cedar tall : 
*T was hard that Wifdom’s pride fhould thus be ftain’d, 
Be humbled thus, and by a female too ; 
That him, whofe judgement had fuch triumphs gain’d, 
So weak a trifle fhould at laft fubdue. 
Arabia’s queen with fecret pleafure fmil’d, 
And thought, at length, indeed, this mighty fage is foil’d. 


‘ But now the monarch tries 
Again to lift his eyes, 
And on the window darts a tranfient glance ; : 
A band of bufy bees. 
He there with rapture fees ; 

For Wifdom well can ufe the gifts of Chance. 
With inftant voice he gives command, 
That one of thofe who neareft ftand 
The cafement ‘ftrait fhould open wide, 
And leave thefe infects to decide. 

T 3 
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He fpoke, and it was done—the copious fwarm, 

With buzzing murmurs, fill’d the {pacious hall ; 

And, led by Inftiné’s fure, unerring charm, 

Upon the flow’r of Nature fettled allie 

The admiring crowd refun’d his praife again ; 

And cried, that fuch a prince o’er all the sat fhould reign.” 
P. 10. 


The utility of poetry forms the fubje& of the fegond picture. 
The author treats of the conteft between Homer and Hefiod, 


in which the prize was adjudged to the didaétic poet, as hav- 
ing been moft ufefully employed. A digreffion follows upon 
the abufe of poetry and the degradation of the Englith ftage, 


Piéture 3. Homer the rhapfodifi, an irregular ode.—The 


inhabitants of Smyrna are affembled to hear the blind min- 
ftrel. 


‘ Maids, in beauty’s flow’ry prime, 
Youths, the hope of future time; 
Matrons, and girls unripe for nuptial joys ; 


And ftaff-fupported fires, and beard-expecting boys. 


‘ But, lo! where now the bard appears, 
Bent, beneath a load of years ! 
And fee what venerable grace 
Decks his long-benighted face. 
*T was long fince Fate againft his fight 
Flad barr’d the golden gates of light, 
And left with Darknefs ftill to ftray, 
Companion of his dreary way ; 
Save when fome virgin lent her cafual aid, 
Or boy, from town to town, the wand’ring fire convey’4 


‘But grofs were his misjudging mind 
Who dar’d to call the poet blind. 
Can he be blind, whofe mental view 
Can image Scenes of ev’ry hue; 
Can ftedfatt gaze on Nature's face, 
And Fancy’s airy fhapes purfue 
-_ Beyond the bounds of time and place? 
Can dart from Llium to the Lemnian ifle, 
And glance from Sparta to the banks of Nile ; 
Who, from Qblivion’s duft, can raife 
Fach godlike form of ancient days; 
Can mount with rapid wing the Olympian bow’rs, 
And there, in vifion clear, behold th’ ethereal pow’rs. p. 36. 


The laft ftanza contains as complete an anti-climax as can 
be found in the volumes of fir Richard Blackmore. 
In the ode are brought forward the moft flriking parts of 
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the Iliad and Odyffey, as fung by Homer without connexion— 
the rhapfodies of a minftrel. 

Picture 4. Sappho, and the Triumphs of Female Genius ; 
an enumeration of female writers in the elegiac quatrain.— 
In referring to Les Moutons of Madame Defhoulieres, Mr. 
Thomfon (te not feem to know that the poem was plagi- 
arifed from an old and forgotten writer. 

PiGture 5. Anacreon, and other Poets at Foreign Courts; a 
poem intended to exemplify the proverbial obfervation, that a 
prophet is not honoured in his own country. , Anacreon, 
fEfchylus, Euripides, Theocritus, Ferdufi, Dante, Metaftafio, 
Goldoni, Voltaire, and Klopftock, are inftanced. Of Ferdufi’s 
genius an extravagant idea is expreffled. .Omne ignotum pro 
magnifico. We thall probably continue to wonder at the Shah 
Nameh—as long as it {hall remain untranflated. 

Picture 6. Poetical Independence. 

‘For all the learn’d are cowards by profeffion.’ 


Thefe words of Drydem are the text; and the lamentable 
meannefs of that poet’s conduct is the comment. To this, 
however, a contraft is drawn in the charaéters of the patriot 
warrior, of the republican Lucan,-and of the greater repubs 
lican our Milton,, whofe name it is a pride for Englithmen to 
pronounce. ‘The poem thus concludes: 


* He who, in early life, on courtly themes, 
And love-fick languor, {pent his idle hours, 
May feel at length the dignity of fong, 

And rife to nobler efforts,—E’en the man, 
Who, in the fervour of impetuous youth, 

Hig harlot Mufe enlifted in the caufe 

Of guilty Paffion, may betimes repair 

The: mifchief he has done, by purer lays, 

And zeal for moral virtue. But for him, 

Who once in Int’reft’s fane has bent the knee, 
And loft the deareft privilege of man, 

A freesborn foul; no future hope remains 

Of that applaufe, the firft in Reafon’s eye, 

The voice of Self-efteem.—In vain would he 
Affume at times thofe firm and manly tones 
Which Virtue’s mouth employs; th foreign founds 
Die on his lips; or, if by force pronounc’d, - 
In fainteft murmurs end. But were they heard, 
What could it now avail? The ears of all 
Who hear with judgment, now are fhut againft 
The proftituted fong ;—his warmeft praife 

By them fufpected ftands ; whofe caution till 
To ev’ry vig’rous effort of his Mufe. — 

Some mereenary motive will afign. 

T 4 
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¢ Alas! that talents-of celeftial birth, 
And giv’n for nobleft ends, fhould thas be made 
The flaves of: grandeur, and the tools of ftate ; 
_ Should»prove difgraceful to the’ poet’s felf, 
And worfe than ufelefs to the world at large!’ Pp. 85. 


Picture 7. The Court of Hiero.—This is a narrative piece, 
JE{chylus arrives at Syracufe, at the houfe of Philoxenus, 
whom he had formerly entertained at Athens. His hoft in- 
forms him that Hiero is building a city near the bafe-of A¢tna, 
and that for the day of its confecration he has been in vain at- 
tempting to procure a drama—all his bards having declined 
the tafk. Aichylus undertakes it; and his friend leads him to 
a {peétacle in which Pindar, Stefichorus, Bacchylides, and Si- 
monides, are to bear a part. Ibycus was alfo to have fung ; 
but he was found murdered, and the murderer had not been 
difcovered. Pindar firft recites an ode in praife of Hiero, and 
of the city founded by that prince. Stefichorus fings next of 
Ganymede; ard, when he has finifhed, the following incident 
46 introduced. 


i * Above their heads, 
At that fame inftant, hov’ring in the air, 
Two cranes were feen; who, with inceflant fcreams, 
And ftretching down their long and flender necks, 
Appear’d to-threaten fome who fate below. 
Two firanger forms had plac’d themfelves befide 
The hoft of\A‘{fchylus; and long before 
His notice drawn, by their uncomely mien, 
And wild and gloomy features, One of thefe 
(Whilft all his face.a grin of horror wore), 
Juft at that juncture, to his neighbour faid, . 
* Look up, my friend, and fee the gefture ftrange 
Of Ibycus’ avengers; how they {cream, 

' And flap their angry wings ;—perhaps the gods 
Will give them words to tell the bloody tale.” * 
This, though in whifper fpoke, yet met the ear 
Of good Philoxenus ;—with rapid thought 
He wav’d his hand for foldiers to advance ; 

And, when they came, bade feize thefe wretches both, 
And bear then inftantly before the king. 

Himfelf immediate follow’d ; and explain’d 

The ground of his fufpicion.—Hiero, 

With fterneft vifage; and with awful voice, 
Charg’d on them both the murder of the bard. 
While they, confus’d, and by their fears betray’d, 
Confefs’d the whole ;—that they were robbers both; 
And yelterday, within a foreft; met 

Aud murder'd Ibycus ; that-two fugh birds 
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Then paffing o’er their heads, the dying bard 
Had pray’d, that thefe might his avengers be, 

A pray’r which by the gods had been receiv’d 
And marvelloufly granted, Such a thirft 

For juft revenge had now inflam’d the crowd, 
That they would fcarce allow the wretched men 
To {cape their hands alive :—fhort paufe of Fate | 
Which only waited till to-morrow’s dawn, 

That this gay feftival might not be fiain’d 
With punifhment and blood, ~ And now, at laft, 
The tumult ceas’d again; and all was calm; 
While to his place PhiloXenus return’d 

Befide his Attic friend ; and fate, well pleas’d, 
Exulting in the juftice he had done.’ P. 114. 


After this interruption Bacchylides recites his poem, which 
is an imitation of Horace’s ode, ¢Paftor cum traheret per 
freta navibus.’ Simonides fings the complaint of Danae, and 
the remarkable fragment refpecting the origin of women. 
The death of Pindar is afterwards introduced ; and the poem 
gan with the gracious reception given to Ai{fchylus by 

iero. 

Picture 8. Treatment of the Athéfian Captives in Sicily, 
and other Honours ,aid to Poetry.—This is a meagre poem. 
The captives in Sicily, the houfe of Pindar fpared in the de- 
molition of Thebes, the bull of Leo X. in favour of Ariofto’s 
poem, and the clemency of Charles II. in not putting John 
Milton to death as a traitor! Thefe are all the honours paid 
to poetry which Mr. Thomfon has colleéted ; and of thefe the 
firft only was worthy of record. 

Picture g. A Day in Athens.—Xenophon returns to Athens, 
from his memorable expedition, on the day fixed for the firft 
reprefentation of the Clouds of Ariftophanes. He goes with 


Plato and Socrates to the theatre. 


‘ Now to the fane of Bacchus were they come, 
And ent’ring took their feats. Though fervent heat 
Still rag’d without; by coftly arts produe’d, 
Within thofe walls refrefhing coolnefs reign’d ; 
From thefe canals, among the ftatues hid, 

~ Which there were led through ail the theatre, 
And fell in fragrant dews.’ ‘Througs mamy a porch 
The people pour’d, and fill’d (i¢ ‘pacioG8@Q'gme ; 
And each one, at his entrance, marvel!’d mach 
There Socrates to fee. For Xenophon 
The loudett plaudits of unnumber’d hands 
Welcom’d the hero to his native foil. 
Nor was it long fince they aflum’d their feats 
Before the piece began.—And firft appear’d 


- 
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An aged fire, complaining of the coft 
And diffipation of his only fon ; 
He deep in debts immers’d, refolv’d to feek 
The {choot of Socrates, and there obtain 
Some fubile arguments, wherewith he might 
His creditors elude. Juft at the door 
He incets a young difciple, who relates 
In what important fpeculation now 
His matter was engag’d: no lefs than this, 
To fix how many meafures of its length 
A fiea could leap at once. When this was heard, 
By Socrates himfelf, he faw that here | 
He little had to fear; fo much unlike 
This Socrates to him, who turn’d away 
‘Philofophy from all refearches vain 
Jnto the myfteries of Nature’s works ; 
And taught her firft the praétical purfuit 
f Virtue, and the fearch of moral truth. 

‘The populace, indeed, with laughter loud, 
Approv’d the jeft; but not at him they laugh’d, 
But at a creature of the poet’s brain. 
But when this feign’dyphilofopher appear’d 

_ Upon the ftage ; around the theatre 
A whifper’d.with through all the ftrangers ran 
To fee the real Socrates. This with 

= fooner reach’d his ear, than he arofe 

irectly from his bench ; and on his feet, 

That he might gratify each curious eye, 
Stood for the whole remainder of the play, 
With more than common goodnefs, and a firm 
And manly {corn of all this vain attack. 
Such condefcenfion gain’d immenfe applaufe, 
Which thunder’d through the houfe; nor was there one. 
That view’d not now the venerable fage 
With more of kindnefs than he did before. 
Ev’n Plata, who was pleas’d to fee his fears 
Thus end in fmoke, refum’d his ufual look 
And ufual fpirit. Now the ftage was fill’d 
With the majeftic chorus of the Clouds ; 
That fung an ode fublime, which Plato’s felf 
Was foremoft gfpapplaud, as highly rich 
In fancy andfn phrafe. The farce went on 

- (For furely #'deferves no better name), 
In which this fpurious Socrates inftructs 
His aged pupil in a thoufand things 
Minute and fubtle, but of little ufe. 
The fire well pleas’d now brings his fpendthrift fon 
To the fame fchool. ‘And there he profits much; 
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So much indeed, that foon he quarrels with, 
And beats his father; who, in vengeful mood, 
Affails the manfion where this wicked tribe 

Of fophifts dwelt, and burns it to the ground. 


‘ Such was this wild, extravagant difplay 
Of malice impotent, and ufelefs wit ; 
Of phrafe obfcene, and jokes uncomely full.’ P. 164. 


A few Grecian perfonages and incidents are introduced into 
this loofely connected poem, which is one of the longeft in 
the feries. 

Pigture 10. Love and Poetry. Death of Euripides. 
Gray and Collins are mentioned as examples of poets who 
never wrote of love. Waller and Hammond are cenfured for 
imbecility and coldnefs; but, by a ftrange caprice of tafte, 
the fame ftanza praifes the amatory poems of Petrarch. From 
Jove the author paffes to marriage; the wife of Lucan receives 
her merited praife, and Mesdames Dacier and Gottfched. are 
trefpectfully mentioned. The ftanzas that conclude this fubje& 
are among the moft.interefting in the volume. 


* For me, what grateful thoughts fhould fill my mind, 
What hymns of praife to that ¢celeftial pow’r, 

By whofe indulgent hand my fate was join’d 
To thine, Louifa, in the nuptial hour. 


‘ Thy diffidence, indeed, will ne’er fuppofe , 
That thou could’ft lend thy fault’ring poet aid ; 
The bud of genius in thy breaft that blows 
No fun fhall ripen—for it loves the fhade. 


¢ But well canft thou confirm my wav’ring heart 
With kind applaufe, and animating air ; 

And well in ev’ry work of tuneful art, 
Or humbler profe, the mental banquet fhare. 


¢ Bleft is the bard who can his fancies pour 

At once into a confort’s partial ear ; 3 
Secure, that nought will there his triumph four, 

And certain that her praife is all fincere.’ Pp. 190. 


Picture 11. Sophocles mourning for the Death of Euripides, 
and other Examples of Friendfhip among the Poets. 

PiGture 12. Sophocles unjuftly accufed of Madnefs, and 
other Poets who were mad in reality.—This is the worft poem 
in the feries. The following lines are a part of it. 

‘ Lee, too, whofe wild flights no difcretion could bind, 
For the fpace of four years, was in Bedlam confin’d ; : 
And there to a fcribbler gave that repartee, 

Which has oft been recorded, but not yet by me. 
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Says the fop to the bard, in his iil-natur'd fun : 

“ "To write like a madman is eafily done.” 

“‘ Not fo,”’ anfwers Lee, “ you are wrong if you pleafe, 
But to write like a fool is the matter of eafe.” P. 207. 


The fpirit of the repartee is totally loft. ‘No, fir,’ faid the 
pect, ‘ it is not an eafy thing to write like a madman, but it is 
very cafy to talk like.a fool,’ } 

Pidture 13. Alexander the Great.—The Macedonian hero 
is praifed for his love of fcience, and cenfured for his ambition. 
Alexander has too often beert the theme of the poet’s cenfure. 
He was net one of thofe vulgar foldiers who make flaughter 
a trade. The more his character be contemplated, the-higher 
will it rife. 

Piture 14. The Alexandrian Library.—The court of Pto=' 
Jemy Philadelphus-is firft defcribed ; and Mr. Thomfon after- 
wards relates the doubtful tale of the deftruétion of the library 
by Omar’s command. 

‘Such is the outline of this performance. Our extraéts will 
fhow what merit the poetry difcovers ; and its chief fault is fuffi- 
ciently obvious. © We with that more of Grecian {cenery and 
Grecian manners had been introduced: this might in fome de- © 
gree have enlivened the work. 
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The Works of Sir Welliam Fones. (Concluded from Vol. X XVI. 
. New Arr. p. 419.) 


THE laft volume of this-valuable colle@ion is in inany 
refpeis new,-and inall interefting. The firft part is a tranf- 
lesaoed from the,Hindoo, and originally from the Sanfcrit ; the 
work of Vifhnufarman, and perhaps the firft colleétion of 
apologues in the world, feemingly the origin of all that we 
have received of this kind from Arabia or from Greece. Here 
we may introduce with propriety fome¢ reflexions on the hi- 
ftorv of fable. 

The eartiett recorded apologue, where the converfation of 
animals is, introduced, occurs in the works of Hefiod ; but 
ft{op is the reputed father of fable in Greece. A fabulift of 
a more eaftern country, Locman, has been confounded with 
that author ; and their biftories, blended by ignorance or fancy, 
have difevfted the fober biftorian, and inclined him to exclude 
/Efop trom the honour of having. at any time exifted. A 
caretul inquiry, however, will eftablith ENop’s claim, both as 
a rcal perfonage and a fabulift, though it may {till be difputed 
which are, or which are not, his fables *. A¢fop flourifhed in 





* It isfuppe fed chat ail which we poft fe were written by Planudés ; but 
thofe tranilated by Ph me irus were be heved, < tte salt in the time of Avguitus, ta 
be che pi ieduions of J ‘fup. 
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the time of Croefus and Solon, about the fifty-firft Olympiad. 
He was a flave, and, after having obtained his treedom, ftill 
preferved a fervile fpirit of adulation. He feems to have pof- 
feffed a lively, pleafant, turn of humour, not unlike that of our 
own Shak{peare, foftening the little acrimonies of phiiofophical 
difputations, and by feafonable jefts or apologues to have con- 
verted angry difputants into agreeable companions. He was by* 
birth a Phrygian, but in a fubfequent period fettled in A®vypt. 
In either fpot, his communication with the eaft is eatily under- 
{tood ; but, from Phrygia, the colonies of Greece acquired 
their early mythology, fince the deities of the firft colonitts 
were Affyrian or Phrygian, before their communication with 
fEgypt gave a fofter tone and a more elegant arrangement to 
their legendary fyfiem. Many of thefe early deities, we alfo 
find, were of Indian origin ; fo that the compotitions and the 
fables of India were probably not unknown to the weftern 
coalts of Afia, long before the time of their fuppofed author. 
It is remarkable that, at this period, and indeed long after ir, 
Greece had no writings of a fimilar caft. The rude calendar 
and theogony of Hefiod, though fimple and unadorned both in 
eitielateiad arrangement, differed in form and fubftance from 
the fables of AXfop, which united the utmoft fimplicity of man- 
ner with the pureft elegance of the Attic dialect. It then we 
find the prototype, both in ftyle and manner, in a country con- 
fefledly connected with Greece; if we find the fuppofed au- 
thor of the fables a native of that country, we fhall not hefitate 
to confider them as introduced rather than invented by Alfop. 
The prefent tranflation is of this kind, and highly interefling 
onthisaccount. It differs, however, in form ; and the difference 
is that ftriking one which diftinguifhes all Afiatic from Eu- 
ropean compofitions. Where inttrution or entertainment is 
conveyed by converfation, the different parts are connected to 
excite the attention, by promifing foinething ftill more inter- 
éfting than what has preceded. We have a popular example 
of this mianner in a genuine Arabian work, the ‘ Thoufand 
and one Nights,’ conveyed to Europe, in a more unconnected 
form, in the novels of Boccacio, and the tales of our ‘own 
Chaucer. The apologues, now tranflated, are brought toge~ 
ther in the oriental manner, for the inftruction of ungovern- 
able, headftrong, young princes; and it is remarkable, that 
fifop’s firft effays, as a fabulift, were occationed by a fimilar 
tafk while he wasa flave. If the fables are feparated in the 
prefent tranflation, they have the form and fimplicity of AZfop’s 
apologues, with this advantage, that the morals are more treel¢ 
inter{perfed, and lofe the dry didaGtic form introduced by the 
perpetual recurrence of ‘O Mubog dnact. 

After this outline of an argument, which might be eatfily 
expanded, fo as at leaft to eftablith the great prokability ot 
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the eaftern origin of the apologue, we mutt fhortly notice Loc- 
man and Pilpay. The former wasan Arabian, or perhaps an 
Aby finian, with all the perfonal deformities attributed to A‘fop, 
who, on the contrary, is faid by fome to have been handfome, 
with an expreffion of countenance generally pleafing, though 
fometimes fevere or four. The fables afcribed to Locman are 
fuppofed not to have been his own, but to have originated in 
Hindoftan, perhaps from the fame fource which furnifhed thofe 
of AEfop. Pilpay, Pidpay, or Bidpay (for the name is written 
in each way), feems from this volume to have had no exift- 
ence. The word means ‘ favourite phyfician,’ which feems 
to have been the appellative of Vifhnufarman. 

The fables before us are recommended by an artlefs fimpli- 
city of manner, connected by artificial links. The conneét- 
ing clue is indeed as flight as that of the Metamorphofes of 
Ovid, a work in the oriental ftyle. The fubjeéts are the ac- 
quifition of friends, the breach of friendthip, war and peace ; 
difcufions introduced to regulate the minds, and fubdue the 
violent impetuofity of two young princes. We {hall firft fe- 
lect feveral fpecimens of the author’s general manner, and 
afterwards feparate fome of the more pleafing apologues, 
that they may be compared with thofe which are attributed 
to Atfop. 

In the following quotation, Menthara is a tortoife, and Hi- 
Tanyaca a rat. 


¢ Thy exceffive parfimony, faid Meathara, was the fault; which 
eaufed thefe misfortunes; 

‘ It is written : 

* A proper neglect of riches is the means of prefervation; as the 
canal is preferved by holding water negligently on its bofom. 

‘ He who fe¢ks wealth, facrifices his own pleafure; and like him | 
who carriés ‘burdens for others, bears the load of anxiety ! 

‘,Why are not we enriched with that wealth, which fills. thé 
coffers of thofe who employ it neither in libefality or food? 

‘ The wealth of a covetous man is the fame, with re{pect to 
others, as money never enjoyed ; it is tis property, and when loft 
he becometh miferable. 3 

‘ Libefality attended with mild language; diviné learning with- 
out pride; vafour united with mercy; wealth, accompanied with a 
generous contempt of it; thefe four qualities are with difficulty ac- 
quired, | | 
’ ‘Frugality fhould ever be practifed, but not exceffive parfimony ; 
for fee how a miter was killed by a bow drawn by himfelf ! 

‘ How was that? faid Hiranyaca, 

‘In the country of Calyanacataca, faid Menthara, lived a mighty 
hunter, named Bhatraza, or terrible; one day he went in fearch of 
- game irito a foreft, on the mountains Vindhya; where having flaist 
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a fawn, and taken it up, he perceived a boar of tremendous fize ; 
he therefore threw the fawn on the ground, and wounded the boar 
. with an arrow ; the beaft, horribly roaring, rufhed upon him, and 
wounded him defperately, fo that he fell like a tree ftricken with an 
axe. 

‘ Thus fays the poet : 

‘ Water; fire; poifon; the fword; hunger; difeafe; falling 
from a rock ; thefe are accidents, which whenever a man meets, he 
is deferted by his vital fpirit. 

‘ In the meanwhile a fhakal, named Lougery, was roving in 
fearch of food, and having perceived the fawn, the hunter, and the 
boar, all three dead; he faid to himfelf: What a noble provifion is 
here made for me! 

‘ As the pains of men affail them unexpectedly, fo their plea- 
fures come in the fame manner; a divine power firongly operates 
in both. 

‘ Be it fo, the flefh of thefe three animals will fuftain me a whole 
month, or longer. 
© Aman fuffices for one month; a fawn, and a boar, for two; 

a {nake, for a whole day; and then I will devour the bowftring, 
When the firft impulfe of bis hunger was allayed, he faid : this fled 
is not yet tender, let me tafte the twifted ftring, with which the horns 
of this bow are joined. So faying, he began to gnaw it; but in 
the inftant when he had cut the ftring, the braced bow leaped forci- 
bly up, and wounded him in the breaft, fo that he departed in the 
agonies of death. This I meant when I cited the verte; Frugality 
fhould ever be practifed, &c.’ Vol. vi. ¥. 35. 


———_ 





‘ For it is written : 

‘ That may be accomplifhed by a ftratagem, which force cannot 
atcomplith : an elephant was flain by a fhakal, who led him into a 
quagmire. 

* Turangabada alked, How that happened? and the old woman 
anfwered : 

‘ In the foreft of Brahma lives an elephant, named Carpuratilica, 
whom, when the fhakals faw, they faid among themfelves, if this 
animal can, by any ftratagem, be killed, we fhall be fupplied with 
food from his earcafe for four months. An old fhakal upon this 
boldly faid: By my fagacity and courage his death fliall be effected: 
He accordingly went clofe to the elephant, and faluting him by 
bending his whole body, thus, addreffed him: Divine beaft! grant 
me the favour of an interview. Who art thou? faid the elephant; 
and whence doft thou come hither? I am, replied he, a thakal, 
furnamed Little and Wife, and am fent into thy prefenice by the af- 
fembled inhabitants of thefe woods. Since the vaft foreft cannot 
fubGift without a king, it is therefore determined to perform the ce 

_femony of wafhing thee, as fovereign of the foreit ; thee, who art 
poflefied of every princely virtue. 
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¢ Thus it is faid: 

¢ He who is eminent in birth, virtue, and piety, fplendid, juft, 

rfeét in morals, is fit to be a ruler in this world. 

« Again: 

¢ Let a man firft choofe his king, then his wife, and then acquire 
his property. 

¢ If there be no king among mortals, whence can riches flow ? 
Befides, a king, like the clouds, is the fupporter of all animals: 
when the clouds produce no rain, or the king is vitious, no being 
can live, 


* Farther : 
¢ A man always intent on gain, is bound to aét well in this life, 


almoft wholly by the: fear of punifhment; and an honeft man is 
hard to be found! Thus a woman is obliged by the dread of punifh- 
ment to take a hufband of her own family, though he be bafe, or 
dull, fick, or poor. 

‘ Left, therefore, the fortunate time for thy inauguration fhould 
flip away, come quickly ; fo faying, he rofe, and erecting his tail, 
ran on; while the elephant, conceiving in his mind the defire of 
royalty, marched in the fame road with the fhakal, and ftuck in a 
deep bog. Friend fhakal, faid he, what can now be contrived for 
my efcape? I am fallen into a quagmire, and cannot rife out of it. 
The fhakal faid, laughing: Take hold of my tail, my lord, and get 
out by the help of it. Such is the fruit, faid the elephant, of my 
“confidence in your deceitful fpeech. 

‘ As the poet fays: 

* If thou enjoyeft the company of the good, then wilt thou thy~ 
felf be happy (good); but if thou falleft into company with the 
wicked, then wilt thou fall indeed!’ Vol. vi. Pp. 45. 


The gosta is a fimple and pointed apologue ; ‘com- 
mencing, as is ufual in the eaftern apologues, with the moral. 


‘ He who has knowledge has force! What ftrength has a fool? 
See how 4 lion intoxicated was killed by a ftag! 

‘ How, faid fhe, did that happen? He anfwered: in the moun- 
tain, named Mandara, dwells a lion called Darganta, who hunts the 
other beafts, and kills great number's of them for his food. All the 
beafts being affembled, he was thus addreffed by them: why are fo 
many beafts killed by thee? we will give you one everyday in our 
turns for your food: fo many ought not to be flain by thee. Be it, 
fo, faid the lion, and all of them, one by one, for his food, daily 
gave a beatt, 

‘ On a certain'day, when the lot fell upon an old ftag, he thus 
thought within himfelf ; 

‘ For the fake of our own fouls, and in hope of life, homage is 
paid: but if I muft meet this fate, what need have I to refpe& the 
lion! He moved, therefore, flowly, ftep by ftep; and the lion, tor- 
mented by hunger, faid to him, angrily, Why doft thou come fo 
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late? It is not my fault, faid he; for in the way I was forcibly feized 
by another lion; ’till 1 {wore to the neceflity of my coming to you; 
and now I approach thee with fupplication. TheJion having heard 
this paflionately, faid, Where is that audacious animal? The ftag led 
him near a deep well, and faid, Let my lord behold. Then the lion 


- feeing his own image in the water, proudly roared, and throwing 


himfelf down with rage, perithed i in the weil: thence, I fay, Who has 
knowledge, &c.’ Vols vi. P. 82. 


The fable which we fhall next copy, will call to the reader’s 
recollection one that has been attributed to /Efop. 


* The king fmiled, and faid : 

.¢ He who knows not the ftrength and weaknefs of himfelf and 
others, muft be routed by his enemies. 

* Again: 

‘ The afs, who had been fed on good corn; and ignorantly 
braying in the hide of a tiger, was {lain for his impertinence. How 
happened that¢ faid the birds, 

‘ There is, anfwered the king, in Haftanapur, a fuller, named 
Vitafa, whofe afs, weakened by carrying exceflive burdens, was like 
an animal defirous of death. The matter, therefore, carried him in 
a tiger’s hide, and left him in a wood, ina field of corn, The 
owners of the field, taking him at a diflance for a tiger, fled; but 
one of them, covering himfelf with a piece of cloth of an afs’s co- 
lour, ftooped down to bend his bow; and the afs perceiving him, 
took him for a female of his own race, ‘fo that exulting in his re- 
newed vigour, he began braying, and running towards the obje& 
of his defire ; but the keeper of the corn field knowing, by his voice, 
that be was only an afs, killed him with eafe. ThenceI fay: The 
afs, &c.’ Vol. vi. P. 103. 


We will add another on account of its fimilarity to a more 
modern fable. 


* He who knows not the firft principle, si firft caufe; who is, 
befides, in fabsettio wrath ; is tormented like'a fool i’ as the 
brahmen was who ‘ulied the ichneumon. 

‘ How, faid the peacock, ‘happened that? 

‘ There is, anfwered Duradurfin, in the city of Ujjayani, a brah- 
men named Madava,who had a wife, who having ftationed him to 


‘watch their only dayghter; an infant, went to bathe herfelf, in ade- 


ration of Shafhti (Lucina) ; foon after the raja fent for the brahmen, 
to perform the ceremonies of the Parvana Shraddha (or rites) to all 
his anceftors ; and he, fpying ‘another brahmen, thus thought, on 
account of his poverty, within ‘his mind: if I go not fpeedily , fome 
other, having heard of this, will procure the Shraddha. 

‘ As it is faid: 

‘ If we take not foon, give not foon, perform not foon, time gives 
the benefit of it to another. 


Crit. Rey. Vor. XXVII. Now 179Qe U 
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‘ What muft be done? ‘Yet there is no other perfon at home te 
take care of the child. What then can I do? Why fhould I not 
depart, having committed the care of my child to the ichneumon, 
whom I have fo long cherifhed, and who is not diftinguifhed from 
my own offspring? Having done fo, he departed. Soon after which, 
thé ichneumon feeing a black ferpent near the child, killed him, and 
cut lim in pieces; and then fering the brahmen returning, went 
hattily, his mouth and paws being fmeared with blood, and fell ag 
the feet of his mafter; who, feeing him in that condition, and fay- 
inz to himfelf: He has devoured my child! ftamped on him, and 
killed him. Afterwards, going into his houfe, he faw his child 
afleep, and the dead {nake lying by him; at looking, therefore, at 
the ichneumon, his benefaétor, he was exceedingly afflicted. 
Thence, I fay: He who knows not the caufe and principle of ac- 
tions, &c.’ Vol. vi. Pp. 169. 


‘The two books on war and peace are particularly valuable, 
as political and moral inftructions: the diffufenefs of the form 
alone prevented us from extracting fome very interefting paf- 
fages ; but the whole of Vithnufarman’s work deferves great 
attention, 

The Enchanted Fruit, a Hindoo tale, follows. The mods 
of compofition is that of Congreve or Prior, in their fportive 
moods. The tale defcribes five princes married to one female, 
who, obferving in their walks a very neat cottage, enter the 
gardens, which are filled with rich fruits. One tree particu- 
larly attracts their attention, bearing a folitary fruit, fixty cu- 
bits from the ground. Erjun’s arrow divides the ftalk, and the 
fruit falls; Crifhna then appears, and threatens them with 
deftruGtion, unlefs each fhould confeis his principal crime. If 
they fhould be fincere at each confeffion, the fruit will rife ten 
eybits. Yudithteir owns revenge; Erjun, rage; Bheima, in- 
temperance; Nacal, avarice ; Sehdio, pride. When the lad 
admits that vanity is her chief failing, the fruit rifes only four 
cubits. | 

* Each hufband now, with wild furprife, 
His compeers and: his confort eyes ; 
When Yudifhteir: “ Thy female breaft 
Some faults, perfidious, hath fupprefs’d. 
Oh! give the clofe-lock’d fecret room, 

- Unfold its bud, -expand: its bloom ; 
Left, finking with our crumbled halls, 
We fee ted:flames devour their walls.” 
Abafh’d, yet with: a decent pride, 

Firm Draupady the faé. denied ; 
Till, through an arched alley green, 
The limit of that facred {cene, 

She faw the dreaded Muny go 
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With fteps majeftic:Ily flow ; 
Then faid: (a ftiffed figh the ftole, 
And fhow’d the conflict of her foul 
By broken fpeech and flutt’ring heart) 
“ One trifle more [ muft impart : 
A brahmen learn’d, of pure intent | 
And look demure, ofe morn you fent, 
With me, from Sanfcrit old, to read 
Each high Puran, each holy Veid. 
His thread, which Brehma’s lineage fhow’d, 
| O’er his left fhoulder graceful flow’d ; 
Of Crifhna and his nymphs he redde, 
How with nine maids the dance he led; 
- How they ador’d, and he repaid 
Their homage in the fylvan fhade. 
While this gay tale my fpirits cheer’d, 
So keen the Pendit’s eyes appear’d, 
So fweet his voice—a blamelefs fire 
This bofom could not but infpire. 
Bright as a God he feem’d to ftand : 
The'rev’rend volume left his hand, 
With ming he prefs'd’—=With deep defpair 
Brothers on brothers wildly ftare: 
From Erjun flew a wrathful glance; 
Tow’rd them they faw their dread advance ; 
Then, trembling, breathleis, pale with fear, 
“© Hear, faid the matron, calmly hear ! 
By Tulfy’s leaf the truth I fpeak— 
The brahmen only kifs’d my cheek.” Vol. vi. P. 196. 


The conclufion, which reprefents Britannia dragging Scane 
dal from her den, for daring to hint that Britifh dames were 
_ defs faultlefs than thofe of India, is animated and pleafing. The 
i, lively manner of the author will, however, be bef charac- 
terifed by fome of the introductory lines. 





‘ Thus, with a lyre in India ftrung, 
Aminta’s poet would have fung ; 
And thus too, in a modeft way, 
All virtuous males will firg or fay: 
‘But fwarthy nymphs of Hinduftan 
Look’ deeper than fhort-fighted man, 
And thus, in fome poetick chime, 
Would {peak with reafon, as with rhyre?™ 
“ © livelier age, by brahmens fain’d, 
Gay Dwapar Yug in Sanferit nami'd ! 
~ \ Delightful! thotgh impure with brafs 
1 Im niany a ‘green’ ill-feented mats; 
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Thouglrhufbands, but fev’n cubits high, 

Mutt in a thoufand fummers die ; 

Though, in the lives of dwindled men, 1 
Ten parts were fin; religion, ten ; 
Though cows would rarely fill the pail, 
But made th’ expected cream-bowl fail ; 
Though lazy pendits ill could read 

(No care of ours) their Yejar Veid ; 
Though rajas look’d a little proud, 

And ranies rather {poke too loud ; 
Though gods, difplay’d to mortal view 
In mortal ferms, were cnly two; 

{Yet Crifhna, fweeteft youth, was one, 
Crifuna, whofe cheeks outblaz’d the fun) 
Delightful ne’erthelefs! becaufe 

Not bound by vile unnatural laws, 
Which curfe'this age from Caley nam’d, 
By fome bafe woman-hater fram'd. 
Prepoft’rous ! that one biped vain 
Should drag ten houfe-wives in his traing 
And ftuff them in a gaudy cage, 

Slaves to weak luft or potent rage ! 

Not fuch the Dwaper Yug! oh then 
One buxom dame might wed five men,’” 


‘ True hiftory, in folemn terms, 

This philofophick lore confirms ; 

For india once, as now cold Tibef, 

A groupe unufiial might exhibit, 

Of fev’ral huibands, free from ftrife, 
. Link'd fairly to a fingle wife ! 
Thus botanifts, with eyes acute 
To fee prolifick duft minute, 
Taught by their learned northern brahmen - 
To clafs by piftil and by fiamen, 
Produce from nature's rich dominion 
Flow’rs polyaridrian and monogynian, 
Where embryon biofoms, fruits, and leaves 
Twenty prepare, and one receives.’ Vol. vi. Pp. 180, 


¢ Sacontala,’ the play of Calidas which follows, was no- 
ticed in our 1{t Volume (New Arrangement) ;.and the hymns 
next in order have received our applaufe, 

The extra€from.the laft book of the Ramayan. is curious. 
It is called the Bhufanda Ramayan, and contains the adven- 
tures of Ram, as related by the crow Bhufanda. Ram appears 
to have tried, by delufive-appearances, to, miflead many crea- 
tures ; and even Brehma_ himfelf.confeffes, that, at the time of 
the creation, he was not exempted from his deceits, This 
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Proteus of the Eaft feems, to the eagle Gerar, to he entangled 
by afnake. The eagle deftroys the ‘living chain,’ and exults 
in having been the deliverer of adeity. A little reflection, 
however, thows, that, if this was really a god, he could not 
have been confined by a fnake. He flies to Nared, the fon of 
Brehma, and to Brehma himfelf, for the folution. They ex- 
plain the eccentricities of Ram, but direct him for a particular 
explanation to Bhufanda, We find. in this extract, few of the 
vagaries of.the deity, and fhall fele&t, as fpecimens, the de- 
fcription of the filver age of Ram, and that of the iron age.: 
If the latter is a genuine remain of antiquity, it is almoft pro- 


phetic. 


“ The feftivals and entertainments,” added the crow, on his re- 
ceiving the facred mark of vermilion, and afcending the throne 
with. Seita, “ thou faw'ft, @ monarch of the air, and waft enrap- 
tured with devout joy ; for Brahma, Mahadayo, Nared, and other 
deities, attended them ; nor wouldft thou be abfent on fo fignal an 
occafion, During this reign, no terrors alarmed, or forrows renf,’ 
the bofoms of his votaries ; all was love, piety, concord ; the name 
of vice was unknown or unheard; none were then infirm, none 
ignorant, none diftreffed ; fweet and falutary liquors flowed from 
every tree; perpetual blofioms laughed on the ftalks, and perpetual 
fruit hung glittering from the branches; a cool placid gale blew. 
without ceafing; the birds charmed e2ch foreft with aérial melody ; 
and animals, the moft oppofite in their kinds, lived together, like 
the venerable cow with her own calf, in perfect amity, and even- 
tendernefs. Such were the bleffings derived by mankind from 
Ram, whofe prefence rendered the filver age equal in virtue and 
happineis to that of gold.” Vol. vi. P. 403. 





‘ After a long converfation between Bufund and his penitent 
vifitor, in which they reciprocally told their moft interefting adven-. 
tures, the crow difcourfed more at large on the grandeur of Ram, 
and the bleffings of the age, in which he appeared on earth, “ Very 
different,” continu@l he, “ will be the Cai Yug, or age of impu-+ 
rity! Then fhall priefts, kings, and fubjets, be wholly abandoned 


' tu vice; neglecting holy rites, and the due obfervance of ranks; not: 


confidering genuine piety, as the true, and invaluable gem, whiclf 
all ought to feek ; fuch as babble fafteft will be dignified with the. 
title of Pendits ; and fuch as relate moft untruths, with the epithet. 
of virtuous ; they who wear necklaces of beads, and the drefs of 
Gofains, will be reverenced as obfervers of infpired {cripture ; and 
they who fuffer their nails to grow unpaired, and their hair uncut, or 
ftand-longeft on one leg, holding the other in their hand,-as devout 
jenniyafys: the low caft of fhudrs will have brabmens for their dif- 
ciples, and prefume to wear the fame cord; while the brahmens 
will be diftinguifhed only by that mark, which they will be fure to 
U3 
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difplay uncovered : they will be illiterate, coveious, luxurious, - ine 
obiervant of rites, and refembling bulls without their tails; diflie 
pating the property, not the ignorance, or uneafinefs, of their pus 
pils ; ; and even parents w.l! inftrué their'children in gluttony, not 
ip religion. ‘Then will rajas be mercilefs, and profligate, putting 
brahmens to death, and continually racking or amercing their fub- 
jects, numbers of whom will die through want, fince famine will 
from time to time defolate whole provinces; the clouds will thed 
no rain; and the ground wiil yield no return for the grains it has 
received: yet, even in this debafed age, the miferable race of men 
may be faved by affectionate devotion towards Ram, not appearing 
in’ external aéts, but glowing i in the receffes of the heart.” Vol. vi,. 
P. 407. 

The extracts from the Vedas breathe ftrains of the pureft 
‘piety and benevolence. ‘The author’s olyect. was to remove 
the veil from the fuppofed niylfteries of the primaval Indian 
teligion. With the following pafflage we were greatly in 
terefted, 


* As a tree, the lord of the foreft, even fo, without fiction, is 
man: his hairs are as leaves; his fkin, as exterior bark. 

‘ Through the fkin flows blood; through the rind. fap: from a 
wounded man, therefore, blood gufhes, as the vegetable fluid from 
a tree that is cut. 

¢ His mufcles are as interwoven fibres; the membrane round 
his bones as interior bark, which is Clofely fixed: his bones are as 
the hard pieces of wood within: their marrow is compofed of pith. 

* Since the tree, when felled, fprings again, ftill frether, from the 
root, from what root {prings mortal man when felled by the hand of 
death ? 

* Say not, he fprings from feed: feed furely comes from the liv- 
ing. A tree, no doubt, rifes from feed, and after death has a vifible 
renewal, 

¢ But a tree which they have plucked up by the root, flourifhes 
individually no more. From what root then iprings mortal man 
when felied by the hand of death ? 

* Say not he was born before; he is born: who can make him 
{pring again to birth ? 

© God, who is perfect wifdom, perfe& happinefs, he is the final 
refuge of the man, who has liberally Leftowed his wealth, who has 
been firm in virtue, who knows and adores that Great One,’ 
Vol. vi. P. 426. 


The ¢ Effay on the Law of Bailments’ we have formerly 
had occafion to examine. The ‘ Enquiry into the legal 
Mode of fuppreffing Roots,’ and the ‘ Specch to the Affem-. 
bled Inhabitants of the Counties of Middlefex,’ &c. are fuffi- 
cieutly known. The Jat letter relates to a plan of national 
defence. 
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, Such are the contents and fuch the merits of this fplendid 
and complete edition of the works of fir William Jones. Thefe 
volumes form a monument to his memory which muft ever 
endure; and, when we reflect on judgement fo profound, pe~ 
netration fo acute, and attainments fo varied and extenfive, our 
regret at his premature death muft revive with full force. 
Other indiViduals have enlarged the bounds of f{cience in their 
refpective walks, but he has difcovered a new world, whofe 
ample and extenfive domains promife a future harveft, equally 
rich and inflruétive. Had he furvived, we might have con- 
templated what the Greeks taught in the fyftems by which 

Yo they were inftruéted, and examined their legendary tales in the 

{chool of true religion, from which they, prefented doctrines 
warped into extravagance or refined into abfurdity. But let 
us do then juftice. Sn their hands, the Indian tenets acquired 
a fafcinating polifh and elegance. In their fchools, fcience 
affumed a form at leatt impofing. frequently fyftematic and m- 
ftructive. Whatever may have been the merits of the Sanfcrit; 
the Indian doétrines, in the language of Greece, could dofe 
nothing of precifion ; nor could the brahmens complain that 
it failed of expreffing their opinions from the want of richnefs 
or of variety. To contemplate their philofophy in its earlieft 
ftages muft be curious; but we muft not expe its appearance 
7) a to be more fafcinating, or its fubftance more inftruétive. In 
fome branches of fcience, Greece will perhaps be tound far 
behind. The accuracy of the-aftronomy of thé Greeks, the 
extent of their algebraic and geometrical acquifitions, will pro- 
bably admit no comparifon. But we are wandering from out 
purpofe. To indulge in fpeculations refpeéting what fir Wils 
liam Jones might have done would require his talents and 
knowledge ; and were we able to extend the profpect with any 
degree ot probability, it muft only remind the friends of. lites 
rature of their lofs. To contemplate his progrets in theie vo-~ 
Jumes will be pleafing ; to follow his fteps and extend his dif- 
a coveries will be highly honorable to the Atiatic fociety. as 
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Contributions to Phyfical and Medical Knowledge, principally 
from the Weft of England, collefted by Thomas Beddoes, 
M.D. 8vo. 8s. Boards. Longman and Rees. 1799. 


WE have fo often commended collections of this kind, 
that we mufi of courle receive them wit) no commen com- 
placency ; yetthere is danger, left the number of theic auxiijary 
forces, (ctkerel in fome confufion, fhould impede the operations 


of the more regular affailants: inconveniences aifo may arife 
from the too hafty and indifcriminate publication of crude- or 
abfurd opinions, When accefs to the public is too eafy, the 
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vifitant may fometimes forget or neglect the refpectful atten- 
tion which is requifite. We have been led to thefe remarks 
by more than one colle€tion of this kind, | 

- The intradugtion may fuit any other medical work as well 
as the prefent: its chief object apparently is, to recommend 
an occafional change of the phyticians and furgeons in hofpi- 
tals where numerous, practitioners refide in the town. ‘The 
propofition may be plautibly fupported ; but it has notalways 
fucceeded. 

The firft piece, by Mr. Davy, entitled ‘ Experimental Ef- 
fays on Heat, Light, and on the Combinations of Light, with 
a new Theory of Refpiration, and Obfervations on the Che- 
miftry of Lite,’ attracted much of our attention; but it did 
not give us the defired fatisfaction. Within the laft twenty 
years; chemilts have gradually learned from experiment, and 
from inductions the moft rigid and correct, that heat is a fub- 
ftance, capable of being transferred from one body to another, 
poflefling particular affinities. We need not add, that this opi- 
nion has been warmly controverted, and eftablithed only after 
full examination. Mr. Davy oppofes it from experiments the 
moft crude and unfatisfactory. In the firit experiment, for 
inftance, two pieces of ice rubbed together produced water; 
ergo, heat was produced without addition. But the ice was 
* faftened by wires to two bars of iron,’ andthe friction was 
performed ‘ by a peculiar mechanifm.’ Was-the iron kept cool ? 
was no oj] employed in this peculiar mechanifm ? in what 
temperature was the experiment made?’ On each point the 
writer is filent; and we are led only by an incidental circums 
ftance to fuppofe, that the experiment was performed in the 
temperature of 35°, and confequently a plate of warm air was 
sonftant}y rubbing between two paralielopipeds of ice. ‘The 
fecond expetiment betrays equal precipitancy. Was not our 
young author acquainted with the experiment by Meff. Lavoi+ 
fier and de Ja Place, of immeriing hot iron in frozen ice? and 
did he not know, from the common experiments of the bot- 
tom of a tea-kettle and the handle of a tankard, that fub- 
flances could communicate a great degree of heat without re- 
taining more than their ufual temperature? Yet trifling fan- 
cies are to fuperfede the labours of the firft philofophers—la- 
hours, whjch are pyramids compared to the fpiders’ webs bes 
fore us. 7 

On the fubjeQ of light, Mr, Davy fhows fimilar precipi- 
tation and inattention. We paffed curforily, in a mifcella- 
neous volume, over fome remarks on this fubje&t, which we 
may have occafion to examine more at length, The author 
alluded io, if we rightly recollect, traced light as a compos 
nent part jn fubftances, which difplayed it on decompofition, 
Mr, Davy, on the other hand, affumes it as.a component part 
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of one; when it appears in the decompofition of two fub- 
ftances. Thus, when carbon burns with oxygen gas, the 
light is fuppofed to proceed from the oxygen, which alone ne- 
ver affords light. To deny the maveriality of heat, with a 
yiew of fupporting that of light, feems rather a Quixotic at~ 
tempt. Befides, Mr, Davy, in his explanations, when he 
fpeaks of light, confounds it with repullive motion, or, ac- 
coyding to his own ideas, with heat. Light alfo, he contends, 
is abfolutely neceffary to the generation of Oxygen ; but it 
does not follow, that light is a component part of oxygen. 
When Dr. Prieflley tuft moiftened minium with nitrous 
acid, an’ produced pure air by expofing it to heat, he con- 
cluded that air contained acid, earth, &c. The conclution 
was as unfair as the preient, If, however, we were to re- 
mark every inconfequence, every appearance of inattention 
to the labours of thofe who have really advanced the fcien¢e 
of chemiftry, our article would be as long as Mre Davy’s ef- 
fay y- We have no reafon to think, that it will ever engage 
much regard. On this foundation, the whole form of fcience 
is changed, the nomenclature has fuffered very confiderable 
alterations, and every chemift who has contidered caloric as a 
fubftance 1s treated with marked contempt. 

On the fubje&t of Teipiration, Mr. Davy concludes, that 
oxygen (phos- -oxygen, viz. oxygen containing light) 4 is not de- 
compoied in the lungs, but is combined with. the bluod,. and 
that carbonic acid, with water, is feparated by the increafe of 
temperature, or the fuperior affinity of the phos-oxygen ,to 
the venous blood. This theory is fupported by. experiments 
equally inconclufive with thote which have preceded ; nor can 
we avgid the confequence, according to the author’s fy fem, 
that a fat man is only a tallew candle, which, if fet on fire 
on the top, muft continue to blaze till the wholewubftance 
{hall again be reduced to light and phos-oxygen, 

The principal point proved, in Mr. Davy’s next effay, is, 
that * carbonic acid is decompofable rt the attraction of the 
marine cryptogamia to carbon, and that of light to oxygen.’ 
the. air, on the fea, is fuid to-be purer than that near it, and the 
purity to increafe in proportion tothe d:ftance. That the co 
lours of vegetables and animals depend on light, has been 
fhown, we think, more fatistaCtorily by the author before re- 
ferred to. 

A {pecimen of the arrangement of bodies, according to their 
principles, follows, from the pen of the editor, who adopts 
the fancies of Mr. Davy. This gentleman’s fyftem, ‘the edi- 
tor tells us, was formed when the author was under twenty 
years of age, pupil to a furgeon in a remote part of Corns 
wall, with little accefs to philofophical books, -and none to 
philofophical men. This folves the difficulty ; and we are no 
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Jonger farprifed at the weaknefs of the fyftem. But the pro- 


blem is oniy transferred, and we wonder how it fhould be re- 
tained, or, why it has claimed fo much of the editor’s atten- 
tion, as to induce him to fuzceft a new arrangement, and al- 
ter the nomenclature on princi;'es fo trifling, on a foundation 
fo untenable. Dr. Beddoes, indeed, was prepared to receive 
this new illumination, in confequence of his not being able to 
reconcile the doCtrine of latent heat with his ideas of caloric, 
or to difcover, in nitre, enough of heat to form tlre explod. 
ing gaffes, and produce the increafed temperatore, obfervable 
in firing gunpowder. He muft have been at little pains in 
the inquiry ; for it iseafy to reconcile the one, and account for 
the other. On his arrangement we {hal} not enlarge :\ the foun- 
dation is, we have faid, untenable, and the claffification arbi- 
trary and artificial. If it appears to fucceed in one or two 
points, it is at variance with nature in many others, He fu- 
ipedis, that the metals may be compounds, and that the niuri- 
atic radical is alfo compounded. ‘* The opinion of the com- 
pofition of flint feems,’ he thinks, ¢ at prefent to have no foun- 
dation, but in the well-known fact relative to the bamboo.’ 
If its appearance in the bamboo argues its compofition, many 
fimilar facts may be adduced; but, in reality, % proves only 
Hs attenuation and accumulation. Dr. Beddoes is more cor- 
ret, when he fays that thefe attemp:s will lead to accuraté 
and more fuccefsful experiments ; for this is one of the great 
advantages of arrangement, fince the difficulties which arife 
prove the defeis of our knowledge, and lead to the inquiries 
neceflary to render 3t more correct and complete. 

Some cafes of gonorrheea, cured with muriat of quick- 
filver, by Mr. Addington, follow. The plan we will ex- 
traét m the author’s words, and fhall add the hiftory of 
the firft cafe. 


* Take of 
Corrofive fublimate of mercury, 3 grains, 
Rectified fpirit of wine, 1 ounce —Mix. 


¢ Half of this folwtion was to be taken at bed time. On the 
morning of the fecond following day he was ordered to take an 
ounce of Glauber’s falts, and in a day or two more to repeat the 
draughts, and afterwards the falts as before ; thefe, it was expeéted, 
would be fufficient to complete the cure; if otherwife, the medi- 
cine was to be repeated at ihe fame intervals, with a dofe of the 
falts betwixt every draught, till it was effcéted. : 

* He took the firft dofe, viz. one grain and half of the muriate 
in half an ounce of rectified {pirit, undiluted, O€t. 14, at gning to 
bed. Its immediate operation on the fances and ftomach was ex- 
actly what te had been led to expect—a copious falivation was 
quickly raifed, and lafted from an hour and half to two hours, 
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daring which time he faid he fpat more than a quart. The re- 
mainder of the night he paffed as well or better than ufual, arid 
neither then nor afterwards felt any fort of inconvenience from the 
medicine. On the“next day his complaint was very much relieved. 
The pain, forenefs, heat of urine, and difcharge, were all leffened 
confiderably. In the morning following, viz. the 16th, he took 
the falts diffolved in grucl, and in the evening of the 17th repeated 
the draughis with the fame effeét as before, and with equal propor- 
tionate benefit. The difeaie, though not altogether fubdued by 
thefe two dofes, was vet fo much leflened as to give littl or no 
trouble. However, withing to be thoroughly rid of it as foon 
ay as poflible, the man was defirous of taking on the medicine till it 
fhould be perfeétly eradicated ; and accordingly took four draughts 
more, viz. on the 21ft, 26th, and 2gth, and once afterwards, but 
on what-day I do not know. To me it appeared that the two laft 
dofes, if not three, were altogether unneceffary, the difeafe being 
then reduced to a mere gleet, which from the feverity and long 
continuance of the inflammation might be expected to remain after 
every active {ymptom had difapptared: from this time, however, 
ag aan remained perfeatly well.’ Pp. 240. 


- An anonymous correfpondent, in a fubfequent part of the 
Volume, obferves, that, in his hands, the medicine was by no 
means efficacious, but produced difagreeable complaints. To 
this Mr. Addington replies, that his direétions were not accu- 
rately followed. The muriat of mercury was repeated. too 
often, and the falts were not interpofed. From three to fix 
dofes he found, in general, fufficient. The falutary action 
appeared in tue fauces and falivary glands. When the medi- 
cine produced vomiting and diarrhoea, it was lefs fuccefsful.. 

Mr. Kentith’s treatment of a cafe of mortification of the 
toes, difplays fome practical fagacity. A man of fixty years 
of age, who had lived well, had-a mortification of the toe, 
which extended to the foot, and occafioned the neceffity of 
a amputation. The ftump, after a little time, was inflamed, 
and the difeafe appeared again, commencing, like the former, 
with very violent pains. Opium and other medicines were 
employed in vain. At length, Mr. Kentith, from confider- 
ing the man ’s former habits, concluded that the difeafe, the 
immediate caufe of which appeared to be an offification 
of the arteries, arofe from the too great excitement of 
the fanguiferous fyftem. He therefore bled repeatedly from 
the arm, applied feveral leeches to the part affeéted, and oc- 

cafionally interpoted {trong purgatives, with the happieft 
fucceis. 

Mr. Yonge’s cafe of ¢arbuncle, and the fubfequent remarks 
by the e ditor, are too minute, though the fubftance of the in- 
formation is valuable. “The carbuncle was cured by the re- 
peated application of cqmpreffes, dipped in the coldeft water ; 
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and the pra@tice is explained on the idéa, that carbuncle ter- 
minates in mortification, from the violence of inflammation: 
alone. Other cafes of aétive inflammation are adduced,; 
where cold applications have given relief. In one cafe, re~: 
lated by Dr. Hamilton of Ipfwich, a catarrh was cured by the 
patient’s remaining in the open air during a very cold frofty 
night. Another inftance of catarrh, attended with confump- 
tive fymptoms, -is added, where the diminution of the tempe-+ 
rature appeared to be highly ufeful. Similar effects have been: 
produced by cold in fcailatina. Dr. Barnard and fir John 
Floyer have contributed to fill thefe pages, by their extraordi- 
nary accounts of the good effects of cold air and cold bathing. 
We know from experience that the practice is well founded 
and falutary; yet ic is recommended too rafhly and indiferi- 
minately. The effe&s of a diminution of temperature fhould 
be cautioufly tried, before the more harfh and violent meafures 
are adopied ; for we have known cold, in fome conftitutions,: 
highly injurious. 

Of the mifcellaneous reports and obfervations, concerning 
the refpiration of gaffes and vapours, the firft is from Mr. 
Creafer, who defcribes.a cafe of chlorofis, with herpetic erup- 
tions and effufions of blood. Steel, exercife, and free living, 
increafed the fulinefs and itrength of the pulfe ; but they alt / 
increafed the haemorrhage. Oxygen removed every difag ree- 
able fymptom. Mr, Creafer finds fome difficulty in explain- 
ing the difference of effet. It appears, however, that, in 
this weak habit, the ufual balance of the circulation was de- 
itroyed, and that oxygen gas, being more generally diffufed 
over the whole fyftem, {trengthened it more uniformly than 
fteel, Full living produced a greater quantity of blood, but 
without adding to the ftrength, or reftoring tone to the arte. 
ries, whofe action was deficient. | 
* Dr. Crouther’s cafes are far from being fatisfa€tory or de- 
cifive, fince many active medicines were employed, as well 
as the hydrocarbonate : that of Mr. Orange is more fo, though 
far from being fo convincing as he feems to fuppofe. Mifs 
Norton appears to have been relieved by breathing hydrogen ; 
but, when the air was adminiftered, the difeafe had begun to 
yield to other remedies. Some information, derived from fo- 
reign practitioners, refpecting the good effects of different 
gaffes, follow. From all the information that we can obtain, 
and from practical obfervations, we do not expect great ad- 
vantages from pneumatic medicme, particularly in confump- 
tions. 

Mr. Hammick’s account of Dr. Geach’s praétice in low 
fevers, appears to be highly important; but it is too Jong for 
tranfcription: 

In’ the latter part of the volume the editor refers to authors 
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_ who feem to have thought mercury a valuable medicine in fe- 
vers and inflammatory Fifcates. Dr. Geach’s account of this 
practice may, we find, be foon expected. 

Various communications on, the cow-pox occur in this vo- 
lume, and feveral inftances are recorded, in which the dif- 
eafe was followed by the fmall-pox. Dr. Jenner requefts the 
patience of the public till the publication of his volume, in 
which all the faéts will be brought together, and feeming 
“anomalies reconciled; but we owfi, that even one well- at- 
tefted cafe of the cow-pox not preventing the infection of 
f{mall-pox, muft be decifive. To prove a negative is always 
a defperate attempt. 

Mr. Paterfon defcribes the fivvert, a Scotch difeafe, begin- 
ning with floughs on the throat, followed by ulcerations in 
‘the perinzum, thighs, &c. Itis cured by mercury, particularly 
corrofive fublimate, given in much lefs quaatity than would 
cure the lues. In Scotland, the fivven is generally fuppofed to 
be a combination of the itch with the venereal difeafe. It is 
infectious, even without contac. : 

Mr. Vile, of Stilron,, communicates a cafe of dropfy, cured 
by vomiting. ‘The vomiting was feemingly excited by a fall, 
in which the belly was greatly bruifed. Jt continued many 
days, during which nothing remained on the fomach.. What 
was the influence of the fall cannot be afceriained ; but. the 
{pontaneous cure of a dropfy by vomiting is not uncommon. 

Dropiy, in a cafe recorded by Dr. Luke, was cured py ni- 
trous acid. The difeafe arofe from the induration of the liver, 
confequeut on hard drinking; and the coniftitution feemed 
wholly broken. A dark-coloured matter was vomited. The 
laft fymptom was feemingly relieved by mercury ; but thar 
medicine was foon, from necefhty, difcontinued, and the ni- 
trous acid, with littl other affiltance, completed the cure. 
Dr. Scott, to whom we are indebted for our knowledge of the - 
ufe of this acid, has employed it with fuccefs in, baths, and 
feems to recommend it in dropfy. Dr. Beddoes has found it 
ufeful in dyfpeptic cafes. 

Mr. Clayheld defcribes and analyfes the fulphate of ftron- 
tian, found near Briftol; it contains 0.58 of the earth, and 
about 0.42 of the acid. Dr. Beddoes defcribes fome other 
kinds of fulphat and carbonate of ftrontian, found in Cum- 
-berland and other parts, Neither the carbonate nor the ful- 
phate of ftrontian are poifonous, though-the carbonate of ‘ba- 
rytes is highly fo. 

Mr. Smith’s method of whitening bones, by immerfing them 
in oxygenated muriatic acid, promifes to be of canftersble 
fervice. 

Dr. Drake’sycontribution, concerning the ufe of digitalis i in 
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confumption, is: alfo important ; but, for the detail, we muft 
refer to the volame. 

Such are the contents of a work, of which we cannot fpeak 


very favorably in the aggregate, though we do not prefume 
to deny that fome of ‘the articles are valuable. We may per- 


haps be better pleafed with the continuation, in which we hope 
to. find nom faumum ex fulgore, fed ex fuma lucem. 
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Travels in Africa, Egypt, and Syria. By W. G. Browne. 
(Concluded from Vol. XXVI. New Arr. p. 379.) 


THE fingularities of Egypt have, in all ages, attracted the 
attention of men of fcience. The accounts of that diftine 
ithed region by the Greek and Roman writers were fucceeded 
by thoie of the Arabians in the middle ages ; and, in modern 


‘tines, many Europeans have vitited and defcrived the far- 


famed wonders of the Jand of Nile. 

Among recent defcriptions of merit may be claffed that of 
Father Sicard, in the Letties Edifiantes, and that-of Maillet; 
which, however, are greatly exceeded in value by thofe of 
Norden and Pocecke. Volney and Savary only infpeéted 
Lower Egypt; and Sonnini, who travelled in 1777, hardiy 
reached ‘Thebes, his defcription of which city is evidently bor- 
rowed from preceding authors. Mr. Browne, in 1792, pro- 
ceeded as far as Syene and the cataracts; and his account has 
the great advantage of being the laft before the fubverfion of 
the Mamelouk government, . 

It is a curious circumftance, that the French travellers, who 
always invent and embellith, are the moft poplar even among 
us; while the publications: of Norden and Pococke, and of 
other grave and veracious writers, are confined to the thelves 
of men of fcience. Such is the human mind, that plain truth 
is too frequently fupplanted by the meretricious charms of 
falfehood. 

The unadorned veracity of Mr. Browne’s recital, the ver 
merit which will recommend it moft to men of fcience, will 
certainly not fo much intereft the general'reader. That an 
intrepid and well-informed traveller fhould alfo poffefs great 
cloguence, and eminent {kill in compofition, would be an 
oe expectation ; and we muft-confefs that we are 
better pleafed and more fatisfied-with the genuine narration of 
any traveller, than with the embellifhments of a Hawkef- 
worth, a-Keate, or an Edwards. 

Having given, in a former article, a general view of Mr. 
Browne’s journey, we will now offer fome extracts concerns 
ing objects lefs known (or obferved) by precéding travellers. 
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Kc is a great proof of Mr. Browne’s accuracy, that his efti- 

mate of the number of fouls in Alexandria (20,000) comes 
{ponds wath the recent enumeration taken by the French. 


* The beauty and fertility of the country round Rafhéd deferves 
all the praife that has been given it. The eye is not, indeed, gra- 
tified with the romantic views, flowing lines, the mixture of plain 
and mountain, nor that univerfal verduré that is to be obferved on 
the banks of the Rhine or the Danube. But his tafte is poar whe 
would reduce all kinds of picturefque beauty to one criterion. Teo 
me, after being wearied with the fondy drynefs of the barren di- 
ftriG& to the weft, the vegetable foil of Rafliid, filled with every 
produGtion neceflary for the fuftenance, or flattering to the luxury 
of man, the rice fields covering the fuperficies with verdure, the 
orange groves exhaling aromatic odours, the date trees formed inte 
an umbrageous roof over the head; fhall I fay tte mofques. and 
the tombs, which, though wholly incompatible with the rules of 
architeCture, yet grave and fimple in the ftruéture, are adapted to 
fill the mind with pleafing iteas; and above all, the unruffled 
weight of waters of the majeitic ‘Nile, reluctantly deicendiag to 
the fea, where its own vaft tide, after pervading and’ fertilizing fo 
long a’tra&, is to be loft in the general mafs: thefe objects filled 
me with ideas, which, if not great or fublime, were certainly among 
the moff foothing and tranquil that have ever affeéted my mind.” 
P. 31. 

The interefting account of the Natron lakes we mutt pafs. 
The defcription of Kahira, and the details of the Mamdlouk 
government, follow. The obfervations on the tenure of lands 
we will tranfcribe. _ ) 

% An explicit declaration of Mohammed himfelf, “ That pros 
perty, after the death of the proprietor, cannot be detained from 
divifion.among, his heirs,” fhews in how great refpect inheritance 
was, held by him, and how little he was inclined to confider as an- 
nexed to the fovereign power the property of, the lands of the coun- 
tries it governed, 

* But the fame moderation and good policy has not been found 
among his fucceffors. His code has been perverted to fanction 
abufes, or trampled on by the infolence of power. 

‘ In. many of the countries over which the Othman emperor ex: 
ercifes or claims the fovereign authority, the property of the land is 
claimed by the government in right of congueft; and though ma- 
terial exceptions muft have had place-in Egypt, with refpect to the 
great number who embraced Mohammedifm, or confented-to pa 
the Fizié, and who confequently did not forfeit their lands, all thefe 
diftin@ions.are now confounded, and alienations, forfeitures, and, 
more than all, violence, have reduced the whole to one undiftin- 


guifhed maf{s. | 
‘ The greater part of the lands in Bgypt is to be confidered as 
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divided. between the government, and the religious bodies who per« 
form the fervice of the mofques, who have obtained poffeffion of 
what they now hold by the munificence of princes and rich men 
or by the meafures taken by individuals for the benefit of their 
pofterity. The property of the mofques is called wakf, a term 
ficnifying, -in its technical acceptation, the appropriation of a thing 
in fuch a way, that the proprietor’s right in it fhall continue, but 
the profit belong to fome charitable eftablifhment. 

* From the right which the government claims to inheritances, 
and the ruinous fines paid on readmiffion, thofe who have landed 
property frequently make-this appropriation to the mofque, and 
their lands become part of the waéf of that eftablifhment. The 
government then has no farther claim on them. But the appro- 
priator takes care, at the fame time, that his next heir, or if a mi- 
nor, truftees on his behalf, under the name of Mutwdlli, thall re- 
ceive the rents, and fo on, as long as any heirs remain in the fa- 
mily, The individual continues in the fecure receipt of his in- 
come, paying however annually a {mall proportion of it to the ad- 
miniftrators of the apalg: Le. 

* It will hence be ob{erved, that in Egypt a large proportion of 
the tenants and- cultivators hold either of the government, or the 
procurators of the moiques. To the perfonal cafe of the culti- 
vator, andthe general good of the whole, it is of little confequence 
which. For there is one circumftance, common to them both, 
viz. that theirlands, becoming unoccupied, are never Jet but om 
terms ruinous to the tenant. For as there is a number of bidders, 


and the managers of them are exorbitant in their demands, the te- 


nant becomes acceflory to his own mifery, by engaging to pay the 
owner fo large a portion of the produé, that his profits are abjo- 
lutely infignificant. 

‘ Thefe contraéts are of various forms, but Cteiiioishy made for 
a given number of years, or for life, in the nature of leafes. The 
occupier, aflifted by his family, is the cultivator ; and in the ope- 
rations of hufbandry fcarcely requires any other aid. When~ the 
Nile rifes, thofe who are employed to water the fields are commonly 
hired labourers. Volney has faid generally, that the peafants of 
Egypt are hired labourers. . It will hence be feen to how fimall a 


portion of them thofe terms can be properly applied. 


‘ The hired fervants of the great are paid chiefly by having theit 
food provided for them, and receiving occafionally prefents of 
clothes ; excepting what they obtain by extortion, opportunities of 
which are given even to the loweft menial, by the fyitem of ‘terror 
eftablithed in the country. 

‘ The tenant of land commonly holds no more than he and his 
family can cultivate, and gather the produce of. Yet he is far from 
being a villain, attached to the foil, having always the power of 
quitting his farm to obtain another in a different quarter. It how- 
ever often happens, that families are connected with a particular 
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{pot for.a great length of time.-. I have met with perfons of that, 
defcription at Ben- Ali, near Affidt, whofe anceftors of the fifth re- 
move had tefided in the fame fpot. “ I ufed to {moke tobacco,” 
faid one of them, a very old man, “but it coft me almoft a para 
a-day, and times are always growing worfe, fo now I am {fatisfied 
with a dry reed, till the mafter free me from thefe embarraffments.”” 


P. 60. 


This ferious. difquifition may be contrafted- with ‘the ac- 
count of the amufements during the Ramadan. 


* © After breaking the faft by fome refrefhments, the prayer com- 
mences, which is a long one. - The principal meal then hes place, . 
and then the arrival of ftrangers to pay their refpeéts to the bey, or 
to tranfact bufinefs, occupies fome time. The amufements then 
commence. The gerid and various other exercifes are practifed by 
day-light, but at night wreftling is commonly the frit, In this 
the lower clafs of people in Egypt fhew confiderable vigour and 
activity at leaft, though perhaps not confummate fkill. When the 
bey and his company are tired of thefe exercifes, fingers (male) ap« 
pear. The plaintive vocal mufic of Kahira, and the agreeable fen- 
fations occafioned by it, have been the fubject of remark to many 
who have defcribed Egypt. Then appear the ftory-tellers, who 
‘with wonderful readinefs and. rapidity of utterance go through the 
romantic adventures, refembling the Thoufand and One Nights, of 
which the varieties are innumerable. Thefe are fucceeded by wits, 
who with droll and ynexpeéted fimilies often fet the company in fits 
of laughter. The adverfary brings fome fimilitude equally unex 
pected. Whoever holds out the longeft is rewarded as conqueror, 

—‘* Methel Sire’—* Let us wreftle i in fimilies;” the other an- 
{wers, “ Ma Methel-lak’’*—“ What is your fimilitude?”——“ You 
aré like the city afs, look fleek and carry dung.” . Some of thefe 
have really a portion of wit, and it is almoft the only occafion that 
I remember, when the Arabs exhibit any thing that can properly 
be fo denominated.. The place of thefe, when they then have re- 
ceived a prefent according to the pleafure of the bey, is often fup- 
plied by female fingers, who frequently accompany their voices 
with an inftrument, touched like the guitar. There are women 
who are highly valued for this talent of amufing the public; and 
if any judgment may be formed from the manner in wh'ch they 
are fosnetimes rewarded,. the gratification of their auditors is far 
from being moderate. There are occafions when fome of the 
Harem exhibit their vocal powers in the prefence of felec& 
pany ; but this is not common ; and in that cafe the. performer i 
concealed behind a curtain or lattice. : 

‘- The laft are the female dancers or ghawafé. Thefe, it may 
be fuppofed, if they are able to fafcinate the eye of the multitude, 
in the public ftreets, with only ordinary exertions, negleét not to 

Crit. Rav. Vor. XXVII, Nov. 1799. & 
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Have recotirfe to the more laboured blandifhments of their art id 
the prefence of a prince. ‘ 

‘© Pehlawitn, rope-dancers, &c. afte introduced, whofe exertions 
are not contemptible. 
~ ©Chefs and the Polith drafts [draughts] are the only games that are 
indulged in, and in’ thefe fome of the beys are fkilled. They play 
remarkably quick, and apparently without much premeditation. 
But habit has. given this facility. .They prattife daily, and their 
minds are occupied. by few objets.’ P. 85. , 


.. Three chapters are occupied with the voyage on the Nile 
to Upper Egypt, and the journey to Coffeir on the Red Sea. 
..Qn his arrival at Akfor or ElKuffar, the fpot where Thebes 
formerly. ftood, Mr. Browne gives a view of Upper Egypt. 


\©°A brief general retrofpect of the topography of Upper Egypt 
fray here be'given. ‘The towns and cultivation are wholly con- 
fined to the banks of ‘the ‘Nile, but efpecially on the Eaft. Moun- 
fains continue to prefent'a regular barrier behind on both fides. 
Beyond this natural wall, on the Weft, is a vaft fandy defert, tra- 
Verfed at times by the Muggrebin’ Arabs; here and theré, at the 
diftance of about a hundred miles ‘or more from the Nile, are 
Oafes or fertile ifles, in the ocean of fand. ‘On the eaft, between 
fhe river and the Arabian Gulf, are vaft ranges of mountains, ab- 
bunding with marble and porphyry, but generally deititute of wa- 
ter, fo that no town or village can be built. Among thefe ranges, — 
however, fome tribes of Bedouin Arabs, as the Ababdi and Beni 
Hoffein, contrive to find fome fertile fpots and diminutive fprings, 
fo as to furnifh refidences for about three or four thoufand inha- 
bitants. Even the fhores of the Red Sea, Correfponding with 
Egypt, Contain but a fmall number of tribes; and the Arabs on 
the Eaft in general are little formidable. The Muggrebins are 
more ferocious, and might fend forth thirty thoufarid men capable 
ef bearing arms, eould they ever be united, a thing almoft impof- 
fible, their parties feldom exceeding four or five hundred, and the 
tribes being divided by inteftine enmities. The Leffer Oafis, now 
¥i-wal el-Ghurbi, forms a kind of capital fettlement, if I may fo 
peak, of the Mngerebin Arabs, who extend’ even'to Fezzin and 
Tripoli. They ate dreffed in 4 linen or cotton fhitt, over which 
is wrapped a blanket of fine flannel; all have’ fire-arms, and are 
good markfinen, and their murquets are their conf{tant companions. 
*Pheir chief employment lies in breeding horfes, camels; and fheep. 
‘They are very hardy and abftemious, a {mall ‘cake of bread and 
‘featherm bottle‘of water fupplying a man with ample provifion for 
a day. | Sy ' 

bik it is faid that feveral ruins are to be found: at El-wah-el- 
Ghurbi. Of the Oafis Magna, now El-wah, I thall fpeak-at large 
ih treating: of my journev-to Dar-Fdr; bat muft obferve that the 
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diftance between this Oafis and that ftyled Parva is efroneoufly laid 
down in the moft recent maps.. I was informed by the..Muggre- 
bins at El-wah, that Charjé, the moft northern village of that die 
ftriét, was but two days journey from the neareft part of El-wah- 
el- Ghiirbi ; ; that is, about forty miles. Oafis Magna feems rightly 
to corre{pond with the latitude of Dendera, and of courfe that of 
the fouthern extremity of Oafis Parva fhould be a little to the fouth 
of that of Affidt, and not far north of Tinodes Mons, in D’An- 
ville’s map; apparently the chain on the eaft of both the Oafes. 
On the weft I obferved no mountains, nor on the fouth. The moft 
northern Oafis known near Egypt is that of Siwa.’ Pp. 13 t. 


Of the celebrated ruins, and painted caverns, at Thebes 
our traveller thus {peaks : 


‘ Thefe venerable ruins, probably the moft an€ient in the world, 
éxtend for about three leagues in length along the Nile. Eaft and 
weft they reach to the mountains, a breadth of about two leagues 
anda half. The river is here about three hundred yards broad. 
The circumference of the ancient city muft therefore have been 
about twenty-feveri miles. 

‘In failing up the Nile, the firft village you come to within the 
precindts is Kourna; on the weft, where there are few houfés, the 
_ ‘people livin moftly in the caverns. Next is Abu-hddjadj, ‘a° vil- 

lage, and Karnak, a fimall diftri@, both on the eaft. Far ‘the 
‘largeft portion of the city ftood on the eaftern’ fide’ of the’ river. 
On the fouth-weft Medinet-Abu marks the extremity of the ‘ruins ; 

for Arment, which is about two leagues to the fouth, cannot be 
‘confidered as a patt. © 

© Modern’ authors ‘have ftyled the fite of Thebes Luxor, a name 
which is not in my journal taken on the fpot, nor does my memory 
Yétdin a trace of fuch an appellation, not to mention that the word 
js not Arabic. Somé write Akfor, which convinces me that both 
are Corruptions of E! Kuffar, the real term, which is ftill applied 
to the ruins by the Arabs. Norden is very imperfect i in his Arabic 
‘Hames, as well as his topography. 

‘In defcribitig the ruins, we fhall begin with the moft confider- 
‘able, which are on the eaft of the Nile. The chief is the Great 
‘Temple, an oblong {quare building of vaft extent, with a double 
“Colonnade, one at each extremity. The mafly columns and walls 
‘ate covered with hietoglyphics, a labour truly ftupendous, 1. The 
‘Great Temple ftands in the diftriét called Karnac. 

" ©°2. Next in importance is ‘the temple at Abu-Hadjadj. 
¢°3. Numerous ruins, avenues marked with remains of {phinxes, 
&c. On the weft fide of the Nile appear, 
‘ 1. Two coloffal figures, apparently of a man and woman, 


formed of a gpcareolis {tone like the reft of the ruins. 
x 2 
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¢ 2. Remains of a large temple, with caverns excavated in the 

rock | 

‘ 3. The magnificent edifice ftyled the palace of Memnon. 
Some of the columns are about forty feet high, and about nine and 
a half in diameter. The columns and walls are covered with bie- 
roglyphics. This ftands at Kourna. 

‘ 4. Behind the palace is the pafflage. ftyled Bibin-el- Molik, lead- 
ing up the mountain. At the extremity of this paffage, in the fides 
of the rock, are the celebrated caverns known as the fepulchres of 
the ancient kings. 

« Séveral of thefe fepulchres have been defcribed by Pococke 
with fufficient minutenefs ; he has even given plans of them. But 
in converfation with perfons at Affidt and in other parts of Egypt, 
I was always informed that they had not been difcovered till within 
the laft thirty years, when a fon of Schech Hamam, a very power- 
ful chief of the Arabs, who governed all the fouth of Egypt from 
Achmim to Nubia, caufed four of them to be opened, in expecta- 
tion of finding treafure. 

‘ They had probably been rifled in very ancient times; but how 
the memory of them fhould have been loft remains to be explained. 
One of thofe which I vifited exaétly anfwers Dr. Pococke’s de- 
{cription ; but the other three appear materially different from any 
of his plans. It is therefore poffible that fome of thofe which he 
faw have been gradually clofed up by the fand, and that the fon of 
Hamam had difcovered others. 

* They are cut into the free-ftone rock, in appearance upon one 
general plan, though differing in parts, Firft, a paflage of fome 
length; then, a chamber; a continuation of the firft paflage turns 
abruptly to the right, where is the large {epulchral chamber, with 
a farcophagus of red granite in the midft. 

* In the fecond part of the paffage of the'largeft are feveral celle 
or recefles on both fides. In thefe appear the chief paintings, re- 
prefenting the myfteries, which, as well as the hieroglyphics, co- 
vering all the walls, are very freth. I particularly obferved the 
two harpers defcribed by Bruce; but his engraved figures feem to 
be from memory. The French merchants at Kahira informed me 
that he brought with him two Italian artifts; one was Luigi Balu- 
gani, a Bolognefe ; the other Zucci, a Florentine. 

© On landing with my Greek fervant at Kourna, no male inha- 
bitants appeared, but two or three women were ftanding atthe en- 
trance of one of their dens. As we pafled in queft of the Schech- 
el-belad, to requeft a guide, one of the women faid in Arabic, 
“ Are you not afraid of crocodiles?” I replied in the negative. 
She faid emphatically, “* We are crocodiles ;’’ and proceeded to 
depict her own people as thieves and murderers. They are indeed 
a ferocious clan, differing in perfon from other Egyptians. Spears 
twelve or fourteen feet in length are fudden and deadly weapons in 























Browne’s Travels in Africa, Egypt, and Syria. 29 


their hands. At Kahira, Mohammed Bey Elfi had told me I 
fhoyld here need a guard of twenty men, but I found two guides 
affigned me by the Schech-el-belad fufficient.’ Pr. 135. 


We hope that the artifts, who have attended the French ex- 
pedition, have found opportunities of copying the paintings in 
the caverns of Thebes, and thofe in the grand temple of 
Achmumneian. 7 

The journey to Coffeir is fueceeded by {ome occurrénces at 
Kahira, in the year 1796; and a chapter follows on the per~ 
fons and complexions of the ancient Egyptians, fhowing that 
they were not negroes, as Volney idly conjectures. Ancient 
ftatues, gems, paintings, concur with the very mummies, or 
ancient Egyptians themfelves, and with the Copts, their de- 
{cendants, to evince that their complexion and features bore 
very little refemblance to thofe of negroes. 


¢ The black complexion of the Africans feems to extend much 
farther north in the weftern, than in the eaftern part of the ‘conti- 
nent they inhabit. The people of Fezzan, whofe capital is in la- 
titude 27° 48”, or about 2° 10” to the fouth of Kahira, are black, 
while. the Egyptians, in the fame latitude, are only of brown or 
clive colour. The Fezziners, however, have not entirely the ne- 
gro feature. They have frequently children. by their negro flaves, 
the Egyptians but feldom. The ifland, near Affdan, confifts 
chiefly of blacks; but the townfmen of Affiian are of a red colour, 
and have the features of the Nubians, Barabra, whofe language 
they alfo williagly {peak. The people of El-wah are quite of Egyp- 
tian or Arab ¢omplexion and feature, none of them black: fo that 
I fcarcely conceived myfelf to have arrived at the confines of the 
blacks, till we reached the firft inhabited part of Dar-Fir. The 
firft I faw are called Zeghawa ; they are not negroes, but a diftin@ 
race. The Arabs of: this empire remain always very diftinguifh- 
able in colour and feature. The people of Harraza are of a red- 
difh complexion. Perhaps this being a very mountainous diftrié& 
may occafion fome peculiarity. The Firians are perfectly black. 
I have feen fome of the natives of Kulla, whence flaves are 
brought, and which is farther fouth.than Dar-Far, that were red. 
On the whole, one might be inclined to go as far fifteen degrees of 
north latitude in this part of Africa, to find the line between the 
Arabs and the Blacks.’ p. 165. 


The journey to Feiume, comprifing an account of the Lake 
Meeris, and of the great pyramids, occupies the thirteenth 
chapter. The lake 1s now called Birket-el-kerun, probably 
becaufe its extremities bear fome refemblance to horns; but 
an ingenious French traveller has in Kerun found old Charon, 
and has introduced fome pretty ftories, t6 the great amufe- 
ment of his unlearned readers. 
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; The journey to Sinai is, as ufual with our exaét and veray, 
cious. traveller, defcribed with great brevity, but with great, 
precifion. Some intolerant Jefuits (an order exifting in full, 
force) might perhaps be inclined to punifh Mr. Browne in their 
literary inquifition, for his apparent negleét’ of-holy ground. 
- To'us the real motive appears to be, that thofe feenes have 
been’ amply ‘and receritly :deferibed ;\ and, +f our traveller had 
adopted the faith of Mohammed, it is no concern te-thofe who. 
only weigh his prodution as that of a traveller anda man of 
letters: >We are not-inclined, with pope Gregory the Great, 
to burn the works of the aticient clafic authors becaufe they 
were pagans. - 

The’ medical remarks in the twenty-firft chapter will be 
found interefting ; but fome of them would better have been 
wholly wrapped i in Latin, and given in the appendix. Vail- 
Jant, Sonnini, and other French travellers, have ufed ftill more 
free Janguage in. defcribing particular cufloms; but an Eng- 
lith waveller, owes greater facrifices to decorum, 

. In. the;next chapter Mr. Browne commences his route home- 
ward. We omit the account of Dayiatt, the papyrus, and the 
Lake Manzalé,.and.extra&t a recent occurrence. (Dec, 1796.). 


© A circumftance ‘had recently occurred, tending to: paint the 
character of the people tinder the Mamltik government. - A Cafhef, 
but not of’ the higheft ‘order, under Murad Bey, who had been dif- 
graced a fliort time before, retired to Damiatt to avoid ‘his maiter’s 
anger. He had not long refided there, when, having heard more 
favourable tidings, he’ made an inquiry for fome perfon, capable 
of exchanging for him a fum in Turkifh money, for the like in 
that of Europe current in the country. Accordingly three’ Jews 
were found; who promifed to fupply him according to his defire. 
They went round the city, and borrowed much in addition to what 
they already poffeffed, ahd at length carried’ to’ the ‘Cafhef to. the 
amount of between five and fix thoufand patackes. He was na 
fooner farnifhed with the money, than he direéted the Jews to'be 
murdered, and his boats being ready, caufed their bodies to be 
packed in bafkets, atid put into a {mall ‘boat of his train. He then 
fet off for Kahira. On atriving at a village a little way up the ri- 
ver, the batkegs were difen barked, and ‘he ordered them to be 
fafely lodged till further-dire&tions fhould be given. It was fome 
time before the villagers took notice of the packages, or dared to 
open them in the abfence of the owner. But at length having,ob- 
ferved a quantity of blood near one of them,. and. entertaining fu- 
fpicions, they opened the three, and news were immediately carried 
to Damiatt that the three Jews had been found in this condition, 
Thofe under whofe cognizance fuch accidents are, made a memo- 
rial of the whole affair to Murad Bey. He replied only by loud 
laughter, faying, “ Are they not three dogs? There is an end of 
them.” P. 357. 
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. Mr, Browne’s account of § aati is judicioufly, brief. After 


Mariti’s, travels, and thofe.of Velney, little can be, added ; 
and, after Dr, Ruffel’s volumes on Aleppo, poly a few glean. 
ings. remain, ,, Yet fome interefting particulars, TECERS,..AL 
little known, ecoupy the remainder of the volume; buit,,ax.ou 
{pace will,not permit many other extracts, however. curious 
or. valyable, we fhall contine ourfelves to two topics. yet frefla 
in popular,difcourfe, the town of Acré or Acca,. sal Ge sie 


Pacha,, the antagonift of Buonaparte. 


© Acré is fortified with a wall of very" wioderate frengets; tr 
only one gate. Itis a pretty large town, but many of the houfes 
are empty : yet the population ‘may be eftimated between ‘fifteen 
and twenty thoufand. There'remains part of a double foffe; which 
extended round-the town, but jis daily dilapidated for modern! erecs 
tions.: There is no caftle nor other relique of antiquity.’ 

‘* The'wholé face of the city has been changed, being exilerged 
and adorned with the improvenients of’ the celebrated Achmet Pat 
fha, who has built an elegant mofque and baths, two markets, a 
palace, and refervoirs for water. ‘There are three khans, or places 
for receiving goods, anfwering the purpofe at once of a warehoufe 
and inn. ‘There are alfo five or fix mofques, a finall eftablifhment 
of the Francifcans, and a Greek and Armenian church. Ta ‘one 
of the khans the Europeans lodge. 

‘ A mean tomb has been ereéted by the Pafha to the taemndey of 
the celebrated Shech Daher, clofe to the fea, and at a little ee 
from the northern extremity of the wall. 
© Acré ftands ona promontory, néar a {mall gulph, and has’: no 
haven.'" Veils anchor in favourable weather near the fhore, but 
the European fhips anchor oppofite Haifa, a {mall place at the foot 
of Motint Carmel, where the water is generally {mooth. - The trade 
of Acré‘is ‘pretty confiderable ; the Europeans bring broad” cloth, 
lead, tit,’ and’a variety of other articles, and export cotton in re- 
turn, “From Egypt there are large imports of rice! The foil of 
Egypt is not very proper for cotton, which is a ftaple commodity 
of Syria. 

* ‘The long reign of Achtnet Patha el Jezzar, accompanied with 
immenfe influence and great wealth, might naturally lead to con- 
ceive, that, blending his interefts with thofe of his fubjeéts, ‘he 
would have exerted his authority in promoting their happinefs, On 
the contrary, the Jarge plain near Acré is left almoft a marfh, and 
tharks of idle magnificence have been fubftituted for the wfeful 
cares of agriculture. A ftriking contraft arifes between his con- 


_du& and that of the Shech Daher, his predeceffor, who raifed Acré 


from a village to a large town, and doubled the population. of ‘the 
diftriat. , 
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« Jezzir was the firft governor in the empité who Iaid-a tax on 
articiés of confumption, as wine, grain, ‘and the like. Even meat 
and fith are materials ‘of impoft: He has ereéted granaries, a laud- 
able defign, but deficient in’ the execution ; for the grain being ill 
preferved, and the oldeft ferved out firft, it is not orily ‘difagreeable 
as food, but unprolific when diftributed for feed to the’ peafants. 
Thefe: ‘ntipotts form the peculiar revenue of the Pafha ; the other 
refources arifing-as ufaal from the tax‘on land, which ‘amounts to 
about a twentieth of the rent,’ the- Capitation tax on Chriftians, and 
‘ the euftoms ; which Jaft in,this government are arbitrary, and nei- 
ther regulated by the rules of the Porte, nor the capitulations en 
tered: into. by Europeans. . Neverthelefs, the chief fource of the 
riches of Jezzar is the pathalik of .Damafcus, which, by means of 
the ufual largeffes at the Porte, he. contrived to add to his former 
government, a, precedent very, unu{yal in the Othman empire. His 
military, force was once computed at twelve thoufand; but, at the 
time of my. vifiting Acré, did not exceed four or five thoufand. 

¢ Till the year 1791 the. French had faétories at Acré, Seidé, and 
Beirit. At that-period.they were all expelled from the territory of 
Jeazar by a fudden mandate, which allowed them ogly three days 
to. abandon their refpective habitations, under pain of death, 

* Pafling over the common, but jufl rule of fuppofing, that in 
a quarrel of this magnitude neither party was perfectly free from ers 
ror, it may be fit to inquire what motives induced this ignominious 
expulfion, when a fimple difmitlion, to be fignified by various other 
means, would have anfwered the fame purpofe. 

© To this it-can only-be anfwered,, that the charaéter of Jezzir 
is impetuous, and even capricious, on all occafions, Sometimes 
a warm friend, and then fuddenly a bitter enemy, equally, to all 
appearance, without any adequate reafon.. As to the conduct of 
the French, themfelves and the.other.nations in the. Levant.aceord 
fo ill, that J have never obtained a very accurate ftatement. of it. 
Tt feems to have originated in the behaviour of a drogueman of the 
nation, who having in fome way offended the Pafha, was by. his 
_ order fummarily ftrangled or hanged. The French remonftrated, 
and threatened him with an application to.the Porte, which he did 
not getgatly fear, and he punifhed, as he termed it, their infolence 
(in afferting their undoubted right, according to the capitulations 
between them and the Porte,) in this concife manner. Many com- 
. plaints were made, fubfequent to this oeriod, by the minifters. of 
. the republic at the Porte, but to no purpafe ; ; that court in fact was 
otherwife engaged, and it may be doubted whether it could have 
punifhed the Patha. The events that followed fufpended the pro- 
fecution of thofe claims, which, as tle merchants thus fuddenly 
banifhed had loft much, it appeared they had a right to prefer : but 
at length Aubert du Bayet fent a young officer of the name of Bailli 
to the Pafha to demand redrefs in a tone perhaps rather too high. 
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. © This gentleman, :on arriving at Acré, “April 1797) wrote a let- 
ter in French to the Paha, which he had the bizarre idea of find. 
ing fome: Levantine drogueman to tranflate, verbatim, i the ‘[pre- 
fence of ‘that perfonage. ‘The terms, it feems, in which this tet- 
ter was conceived were fo bold, that none could be found to pre- 
fent it; and the Patha,’ under one-pretence or other, refufed to fee. 
the agent, On ‘this: Bailli retired to’ Yaffé. The anfwer Jezzar 
fent to the:claim of the republic was, that private merchants were 
at liberty to fettle under his government on the footing of any other 
nation, .but that he would acknowledge no conful, nor jconfent to 
offer them any indemnification for the loffes of the late faétory. 

‘ Jezzar had early conceived an enmity againft that nation, which 
was probably increafed by thofe who rivalled them in commerce.’ 

P., 366, 


‘Under the article Damafcus (another topic almoft ex- 
haufted by preceding travellers) we find a further account of 


Gezzar. 


‘ The celebrated Afad Pafha, mentioned by Niebuhr and Vol- 
ney, left an only daughter, of whom, on her marriage with Mo- 
hammed Pafha Adm, fprang the prefent Pafha Abdallah, ,Mo- 
hammed Pafha Adm was preceded by Ofman, and fucceeded by 
two of his own brothers fucceflively, the laft of whom, named 
Derwith, was expelled by the intrigues of Jezz4r, who gained his 
office, and married the daughter of Mohammed Pafha Adm. 
This marriage of ambition, not of affection, terminated in a di+ 
vorce a year after. Among other inftances of his bad treatment 
of this lady, it is recorded that Jezzir, meeting her one day 
in the houfe, where the happened to have cab-cab, or Arabian pat 
tens on her feet, pulled a piftol from bis cin&ture, and fired it at 
her, faving, “ Art thou the wife of an Arabian peafant? doft: thou 
forget that thou art the wife'of a Pafha?” , 

* Jezzar retained his illewon pafhalik of Damafcus only 2 a few 
years; his government was a continual fcene of oppreffion and cru- 
elty, and he is fuppofed to have extorted from the people not lefs 
than twenty-five thoufand purfes, or about a million and two hun- 
dred thoufand pounds fterling ; and to have put to death near four 
hundred individuals, moft of them innocent. His own: mifcon- 
du& and fufpicious defigns, when leading the caravan to Mecca, 
con{pired with the machinations of his enemies at the Porte to de~ 
prive him of his office: but living monuments of his cruelty ree 
main, in the nofelefs faces and earlefs heads of many of the Da- 
maifcenes, Thus driven from Damafcus, he returnéd to his for- 
mer pafhalik of Acré and Seidé, where he remains. This govern- 
ment, which he held along with that of Damafcus, he has retained 
upwards of twenty-feven years.’ P, 401. 


The appendix contains illuftrations of the roane,: itineraries 


of interior Africa, a meteorological table kept at Dar-Fur 
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ns pooeedtads:9ad femarks on fome errors of Voliey, 
Savarts and others. 2) > ad orient get 
-yWecannotdifmifs this work, without repeating our appro+ 
bageiiiof.the author’s {pirit,and. talents, and, above all,..of 
hisdtuichantagrity and modeft: veracity.: -“The. laf quality is: 
not she mot alluring, in thefe; merctricioys days of: literatures 
andthe ,carelefs readen is apt to prefer a: boaftimg romancer, 
gts fe fait. velar: but the praife of men ofi fcience.is a re- 
ward ofa far fuperior defription, and can:alone fecure that 
folid. and permanent reputation to which men of! real talents: 
alpine Mid sisi oki lo a5? ! Risnunehad | 
sioicue note te rhioeuadey: , elise | 


"oe yer? fools? bel 


On the Scriptures, being a View of the Truth and Importance of 
_, thekply Scriptures, aud of the Unity of Defigu and Harmony 
Of Adegizine in the Old and New Teftamants.. Intended to 
encourage the Study of the Scriptures in the Englifh Tranflas 
tion of the Bible. To which is annexed a Sermon preached 
“ut the Pifitation of the Archdeacon of Stafford: By William 
~ Self, MiuA. & eo" Bevo. 63. “Boards. Becket. 1799. > 
A ook e ) 


.d DHE. defign: of this work is. highly laudable,:.and meets 
with our hearty concurrence. If we have frequenuly exprefied 
ouriwithes that the tranflation of the Bible might be corrected, 
amd tendered more conformable to the original, we have ftill 
reflected’ with pleafure, that, with alt its imperfeétions, ‘a fine 
cerely pidus' Ohiritian, unacquainted with the learned lan- 
guages, might derive from it an acquaintance with the ways 
ef Providence, and-fome idea of the myfterious work of falva= 
tion, »o}fi there are*texts: on which the learned may difpute or 
diffentp'there isofufficient inftrudtion, inoevery. tranflation of 
the Scriptures, for thofe who contider religion as confifting 
ehiefly in the love of God, atid who with to ‘offer up the pious 
effofions of the heart,-rather than to difcufs {peculative points; 
avhich too often break the ties of union in Chriftian churches. 
his fubject is well inveftigated in the work before us. The 
writer points oyt the utilicp of tranflations, recommends‘an-at- 
tentive’ perufal of the Scriptures, thows the prejudices which 
prevent the right underftanding of them, and reprefents the 
agreement between the Old and New Teftament as an effential 
point of confideration, as, without an attention to it, neither 
ean be'clearly underftood, | : : 

-wF rom this view of the work we could have wifhed it to be 
more fuited to the capacities of mere Englith readers. Much 
might have been curtailed to render it more acceffible to the 
public; and, if fome afperities againft fects had been avoided, 
the, general purport of the work might have been purfued with 
grenter advantage... In fome places alfo the doubrful paflages 
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of our. tranflation might- rather have been .pointeil-outothan 
ddopted:; and, indood we. are forry that ithe ‘ald-cuftom 
of -ufing Italics and afterifks in OW: Bibles. feems to.be, now. 
early, exploded.» et) 0) (0 moitane hs 5 coed bet non : 

We have noticed fome afperity: on the fects ; pt oue ohferve: 
with pleafure that the Sociniams, are; not excluded. from hro~ 
therly love, and that, with proper: neftriGtions, a plaeg.would 
be allowed to them among-the-catechumens of the primitive 
chureh.' It is remarkable, however, that, in peaking of ifin- 
cerity,ithe author fhould exclude.them, from that fpecies of, it 
whichis the charafteriftic of a Chriftian, and. yet thoyld ex- 
prefs the faith of the latter in fuch terms as would: have been: 
adopted by Socinus, and’ would be admitted . by, perhaps, ‘the 
majority : of the perfons -whe ‘now. bear the name /of Soci~ 
nians dm-England. Socinus would, with this writer, have 
called # Chriftian, 

* One;‘who, in ‘an humble sicKhowled pend of his’ guile: {as 
doomed to.death by Adam's ‘tran{greffion, jand°as worthy to’ perifh 
for bis own perfonal iniquity) accepts of mercy,’ as’ mercy indeed, 
through the mediation, the fufferings; ‘the intercéflioti of our greet 
High Prieft ;\'who, in the belief ‘of that mércy; looks witha ngle 
eye to: eternal life’as the gift of God through JefusC hrift our ‘Lord ; 
and’ who, in the hope of that eternal life, walks uprighly in! Droge pat 
af God's Kommandments.’ 'P.' '¥50) 


We point out this erraneous.ufe of the term Serine be, 
caufe it is injurious to the caufe of truth to widen the breach 
among Cbriftiqns. 

‘Ont the Tubjedt o of the reformation, we find afl Worthy 
of ferious atteéhtion. 


«In the fixteenth century, many learned, divines, and ieee fates 
in Europe, renounced the authority. of, tradition, of encral COUR, 
cils, and of the pope. They claimed the free ule of in Scriptures; 
they. afferted the liberty of free ingniry into the meaning of them, 
and thé right of private judgment. This produced'a ‘very important 
change in the political ttate of Europe, and a very important res 
formation ‘of the then exifting religion, ive, a refotmation of 
popery:’ “But, we may judge by. future, permanent confequences, 
whether ‘it was @ reformation ‘of Chriftianity; whether, it has re- 
ftoréed: the fpirit and difcipline of the primitive church ; or, whether 
_ jn receding from the excels of ecclefiattical tyranny and fupertti- 

tion, we lave not revolted to’ the oppofite extreme, . Obferve the 
ftate of religion in catholic and proteftant countries—herefies and 
fchifms! divifions and fubdivifions without end, and this -evil-in- 
creafing’ more and more every day! latitudinarianifm under the 
mafk of candour and charity ! hand iafenfibility ! a form of god- 
linefs. without the power! hypocrify ! profane licentioufnefs! athe- 
ifin | a Babel! a confufion of tongues! noile and ftrife ! a.{pirit of 
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infubordination ! ‘and at'laft,'a great earthquake, which: has con 
vulfed the kingdoms of Evrope,'and: even now threatens the total 
diffolution of all order} civil as! ‘well as religious But, if the ree 
formation had been a reformation of Chriftianity, and chad:reftored 
the fpirit and ‘difcipline of the’ primitive church, Europe would ex- 
hibit, not the’ wild uproar of ‘tell,-but lively patterns of the heavenly 


ftate—harmony, peace; and love.” pv 130. 


ory 





_ © T with to be underftood.; and therefore remark, that the errors 
and infinite ‘contradiations, which difgrace the profefiion of. Chri- 
ftianity, have not ‘been imputed-in this chapter, to philofophy ; for, 
neither the’ Platonic, nor the Ariftotelic, nor any other philofophy 
of the ancients, Could have produced thofe errors which have led 
us to the brmk of a'moft tremendous precipice. But, the abufe of 
philofophy, and the application of philofophical opinions to inter- 
pret the Scriptures, making the revelation of God bend to the pro-~ 
bable conjectures of reafon. This is it, which has.rendered the 
Scriptures obfcure,.and produced fo great a ftrife of tongues, that a 
ftranger, ignorant of the real caufe of this evil, might be tempted 
to conclude the ‘meaning of revelation to be more equivocal than 
the Pythian oracles. If the fault lay againft any one party, or 
againft any one fee of Chriftians, I would not have noticed it. But, 
T know not any fe& of proteftants,.in whofe fyftem there is not fuf- 
ficient evidence, that they have interpreted the Scriptures by the 
fame principles which were adopted by the fcholaftic divines, 
thongh their intérpretations and conclufions are vatious and incon- 
fiftent.’  P. 132. yi | 
‘Minifters are, with great propriety, reminded of the dig- 
nity of their office; and the continued exhortation to ieke 
Chrift the end of all their preaching, and the true_interpreta- 
tion of the cleanfing by the blood of Jefus, which feems to be 
et effential doftrine of Chriftianity, afforded us great fatis- 
action. s | 


* All the dignity of minifters of the divine Word, all their im- 
portance, is reflected upon them from the glory of their mafter 
Chrift. If they negle& him ; if they conceal or obfcure his cha- 
racter, or do. not fet forth the glory of his falvation, their miniftry 
will not appear, of any. great importance: for, let them infift, as 
muchas they will, upon duties, moral and religious, without a di- 
rect reference to the great and important doétrines of falvation by 
Chrift crucified, their le&tures will be heard with indifference ; be- 
caufe the people will always think they know already much more 
than they, can. practife. And, if minifters be more intent to pro- 
mote their own fecular interefts.than the honour of their mafter, 
and the eternal happinefs of men, the people will fee their mean 
‘ defigns, and will defpife them as mere trading priefts.’. P. 234. 


~ As we object to the application of the term Socinians in the 
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very general and miftaken fenfe in which it is ufed by, other 
RA Nin we,cannot but applaud, on the other hand, every 
effort to render the doétrine of the falvation, by the blood of 
Chrift, better. known among, us ; .and the imputation of meth- 
odifm fhould ,not.deter any minifter from making this the 
great theme of his difcourfes. There is a great {pace between 
the coldnefs attributed to. the Socinian, and the enthufiafm 
afcribed to the methodift; but the imputation of either fhould 
not prevent the true Chriftian from applying the faculties of 
his head, and the feelings of his heart, to the important work 
of his falvation. Ss 

On the term A/eim there are fome incoherent remarks. The 
firft verfe of Genefis is ill tranflated ; and the want of attention 
in the beginning led perhaps to the confufion of our author's 
ideas. ‘In the beginning God the aleim created :’ to be cor- 
rect, he should have faid, God Aleim created. The meaning 


of the words Aleim and Theos, from their original derivation,. 


may be different: but they mean the fame thing in the Scrip- 
tures, either the one true God of believers, or the god or gots 
of the pagans. It is worthy of obferyation, that, throughout 


the Bible, when Jehovah and Aleim are ufed in connection, the 
Hebrew article never occurs. It is always Jehovah Aleim,. 


not Jehovah the Aleim.. We follow the writer’s orthography, 
though. we approve the more generally ufed term Elohim. __. 

At the conclufion of the work is an excellent Vifitation Ser- 
mon on the nature of Chriftian love. The extract which we 
fhall offer, will, perhaps, induce our readers to with that it had 
been given in a feparate form to the public. 


* Compulfive laws may drive us together, but cannot unite us. 
Imperial and papal edicts, the decrees of councils, aéts of uniformity, 
and the {word of the magiffrate, may aggravate, but cannot cure, 
the evil of fchifm. Can a cure be haped from prefcriptions, which 


have been a principal caufe of the difeafe? Fruitlefs attempts have 


been made, to.eftablifh fuch' an union and concord as God never 
defigned; to make all particular churches in the fame kingdom, 
and all national churches, and the whole Chriftian world, of one lip 
or confeffion of faith, and to produce an uniformity of opinion and 
worfhip, in the great Babel, which man hath built, and not God : 
but, confufion, diforder, and feparation, have been the fatal confe- 
quence. By impofing. creeds and confeflions and forms of worthip, 
that is, by multiplying terms of communion, we infallibly make dif- 
fenters: for, though nothing be impofed, but what may well confift 
with the effentials of Chriftianity, (ome good Chriftians, and many 
who are not good Chriftians, will think thefe impofitions an intole- 
rable burden, from which they cannot relieve themfelves in any 


other way than by feceding from our communion ; and, right or 


wrong, they will think themfelves juftified by the neceflity of the 
cafe in doing fo. _ And, when this mifchief has increafed to a con- 
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fiderable degree, we find dvrfélves-under the fad heceffity’ of pert 
aitting o our fences to be trodden down, to invent diftinGtions by 
Which the afticlés of our faith may be accommodatéd to every one’s 
fancy, arid to tolerate by law that very evil which our impofitions 
Were'defigned to'prevent. But; if this neceffity had not‘exifted; if 
the tetths of commiunitn had not been multiplied; an aét of tole 
ration, td permit’ oppofing ‘Congregations in the farhe town and 
neighbourhdod, woth have appeared to be, what it really is;°as ine 
confiftent with charityy and with the laws of Jefus Chrift, as the 
making an act of parliament to diffolve the vidialaie site inet, and 
to tolerate adulterers, . , 

< Dhe evil which T have defcribed, like the lapréty is too inve- 
terate to be cred by human art. It may be utterly incurable—it 
may be—yet, there-is a peradventure of hope. Our fecularity ahd 
profanenefs, our hypocrifies and fuperftition, our‘ animofities and 
divifions, thay increafe, and they are increafing, till the world fhall 
te ptovokéd to'rife up againft us, and perfecute thé very’ name'of 
that holy religion, which we have fo much perverted and difgraced. 

Unfound profeffors will then drop off, as leaves in autumn—faith- 
ful Chriftians will endure the fiery trial_the wood, jhay, ftraw, 
ftubble, which have divided and deformed the church, ‘will be burat 
up—the truth and fimplicity of the Gofpel will remain intire—and 
Chriftians, who now, like {hieep in a large pafture; looking contrary 
ways, are feparated from each other, will then, like :theep, if a doz 
or wolf enter the pafture, clofe. fide by fide, and be united again in 
_ the bond of charity,\ The churches will then appear in theit pri- 
thitive glory ; and truth, recovering her energy, will fpread abedent 
and fanatify the nations.’ P. 340, 





_— 


Memoirs of the Life of Charles Macklin, Efq. principally com- 
rn piled. from his own Papers and Memorandums ; which:contath 
his Criticifms on and Charadters and Anecdotes of Bétterton, 
Booth, Wilks, Cibber, Garrick, Barry, Moffo op, Sheridan, 
Foote, Quin, and moft of his Contemporaries s together with 
tase Paluable Obfervations’ on the Drama, on’ the Sciente 

Aiting, and'on various other Subjetts: the whole forming 
‘a’ comprehenfive ‘but oe Hiffory of the Stage;. whith 
“tntludes a- Period of 
% ote Be of the Honourable Society of Lincoln! ‘5 Lan. 2 Vols. 
Ph ‘Boards: Lackington. T1799." BOS 


wT ak the miorhd is a ftage’ has beén eiieed by: one: of 
‘die greateft ‘of poets and wifelt of men ; and the aphorige 3 1S 
illuftrated by the avidity with which mankind. feek refem- 
blances. of’ ae in the amufements of the theatre, and by the 
attention which they beftow not lefs on the biography of the 
mimic:perfonages of the drama, than on that of the ftatefmen 
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who have dignified. the cabinet,‘ or: the: heroes! wher sehen ace 
quired laurels in the field. ; Mi a Ma 

The theatrical veteran wibibseclife is hens pethented to die 
public, ftritted. his:hour upon the ‘ftage‘in’ a: great variety of 
eharaéters, and furnithed a remarkable: inftance ‘of Jongevity 
ma -profefion of which the-voraries’ate too scoqeemtiy" the 
premature. viGtims: of fedudtive diffipations:..’ *: 

This advanced ‘age, and fome: other ‘citcumftances which 
astesie -d the career of Mr. Macklin, attach to his cliara@ter:a 
degree of intereft that has perhaps not beenequaled fince the 
Jameénted departure of Garrick from ‘the fcene of mortality: 
Mr. Kirkman, who ftatés-himfelfito be'a near relative of the 
deceafed performer) atid ‘to have been in habits of: intimacy 
with him for ‘many yearg, wis oe mer eas his 
compilation. © 


‘ That the hiftory of long Tife can pleafe without inftruaion, by 
merely flattering our hopes, may be concluded from the av idity 
with which the very dull and uninterciting memoirs of Parr 3 and 
Jenkins are univerfally read, Thefe memoirs prefent us a picture 
of uniform and bartén‘days; and the reader is only aftonithed, thac 
fo much time fhould’have produced fo very little incident. -° 

‘ The perfon whois the fubject of the'following pages; long éx- 
ceeded the ufual period of the life of man. ° Bis fe tab, Was, fot 
the moft part, fpent-in publi¢ and applatided ‘exertions; aid was 
moré Vatied’ than that 6f thoft of his“¢ontetiporaties,’’ His bosrdt 
pher confidets himifelf, therefore, a8 difcharged from the neceflity oF 
apologifing for the fubjeet ao lias tiidertaken. oe lies u 

bsiaabeibeeewr at ‘inal 
' ¢Had the’ hiftoriati of Mr; Mackli’ Written-towutds the bévin® 
ning inftedd-of the clofe of the prefent ceiituty, it might’ have been 
Teceffary for hitn’ to’ ave’ encoiiitered public préjudiee, ——— 
rality, with a'deéfence of the profeffioti of dh actor- oh a 

‘He muft lrave repeated the praifé of Rofcius from Ciceto; ‘san 
fhewn, that neither the wifdom of Solon; nor the virtue of Bratns’; 
the magnanimity lof Czefar, nor the fagacity of Augaftis, rendered 
them hoftile to’'the ftage ; but ‘that, on the contfatyy alt the wife, 
and all thé virtuéus, ‘Of Greece aitd Rome—their preateft nordlifts, 
“ftatefinen, philofopiters, atid Warridts, Couiitenanced and’ fupported 
the drama ‘atid ‘its perfotmets, as‘highly ferviceable to the cate wf 
Virtue, and conducive td the walnatag: of a'ftate. | todd hod 
© But this is become uhnectfaty ih thefe liberal: hd esti ghiene® 
days, when a Garrick, a Barry,’ and a Hendérfoii lie Stiter?édifi Whe 





‘fame abbey with the kings of England; and imix thei? Gutt with tHe 
‘remains of the firft poets, philofopliers, and! divines of this o> 


+, sire 


P. 5. 


According .to his biographer, Mr. Macklin, a eae ‘real 
name-was M‘Laughlin, “was ‘born two months previous to 
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the memorable battle of. the: Bayne.’ To prove:this affettiony 


circumftantial evidence is adduced ; but shi links are not fo 
nicely connected as: to form a chain of complete proof; and, 
when we recolleét that Mr. Macklin himfelf, who i may be 
fuppofed to have known his own age better than his biogra- 
plier, only extended it to the concluding year of the laft cen- 
cally at a time whea he boafted of his longevity, we: may 
ly-be convinced that he was not fo old as Mr. Kirkman 
has ettiichel him. 
The early occurrences of Mr. Macklin’s life, however in- 
terefting they may appear to his biographer, contribute Jittle to 
ratification of public curtofity. That his youth was diftin- 
me ed by eccentricity of conduét, has been told of the hero of 
many atale; we tha f therefore prefent ourreaders with 2 
fpecimen of one of thofe remarkable accidents which fome- 
times determine the fortune of men. Macklin had performed 
various characters at Briftol, but had fcarcely attracted any 
notice, when an incident occurred by wilted he lequired 
much local celebrity. 


* At Briftol there was a fives-playing club, compofed of the firft 
players in and. abont that country. Macklin one day went to fee 
them play againft'a Bath club of the fame kind. Three players 
were chofen out of each club—and, by agreement, it was ftipulated, 
that the match fhould be played immediately. They had hardly 
ftruck three ftrokes, when one of the Bath men, by a violent over- 
hand exertion, fprained his fhoulder, in fuch a manner, as to be 
unable to proceed: and as it was for no fmall fum they were play- 
ing, it was infifted that the bets fhould be drawn, if one of the 
Bath club could not be found. Search was made, but not one was 
to. be found ; when the Briftol men, impatient to play, and fanguine 
in expetation of viétory, propofed to them to.find any fubftitute 
they pleafed. The gentlemen who had bet the money were pre- 
fent, and looked about with an eye of inquiry, to fee whether there 
was any one prefent, on whom they could rely, When our hero 
boldly ftept forward, and offered himfelf: both parties made fome 
difficulty--however, Charles removed it at once, by faying, “* Gen- 
tlemen, have four guineas in my pocket, and I will flake them on 
whatever fide I take, and will take either.” They accordingly ac- 
cepted him. . The Bath.men trembled ; the Briftol players rejoiced, 
both being perfuaded that it was oaly Paddy’s vanity ftimulated him 
to play with Englifamen. However, it fo happened that the Bath 
men won, and Charles'fhewed fuch vigour and dexterity, that they 
-were aftonifhed :—he put four guineas into his pocket by it; and 
‘the Bath club promifed:to take tickets for his benefit; which pro- 
mife they punétualiy performed, to the amount of eight pounds: a 
greatfum in thofe days. | . 

futon was not all ; “he played feveral times after, and fo tein- 
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perately managed his powers, as not to deter them-—and mixed his 
playing with fo much fun and jeft, that he became a favourite ; 
and, notwithftanding fome oppofition on the fcore of his being an 
Irifhman, was admitted a tembér of the fives«playing club, which 
was compofed of fome of the firlt bucks of the town. In confe- 
quence of which, he had the greateft benefit that ever had been known 
in that city—and foon became a moft diftinguiftied a&tor.’ Vol. i. 
P. 6s. : . 


Macklin judicioufly did not depend too much on his athletic 
powers: this accidental éncouragement proved with him’a 
firong incentive to the ftudy of his profeflion as a fcience. 
The perfeverance with which he at this time endeavoured to 
acquire a correct enunciation, and to free himfelf from the 
Hibernian mode of utterance, deferves applaufe, and may be 
mentioned as an example:of thofe achievements of which re- 
folution and mental diligence are capable, 

In the year 1733 he was engaged at the theatre in Drury- 
lane, and performed many characters with approbation. But 
the death of Mr. Halham, a fellow-comedian who unfortu- 
nately received a mortal wound in a fcuffle with Macklin, 
interrupted. for a time the agreeable profpects of the latter, 
and occafioned him to ftand in the degraded fituation of being 
tried as a murderer. . The circumftances of this unhappy af- 
fair are copiouily detailed by Mr. Kirkman; and nothing, 
perhaps, but a folicitude to = A his deceafed relative from the 
charge of being influenced by fanguinary paflions gan be a 
{ufficient apology for a circumftantial account of a tranfaction 
which was amply recorded in all the publications of the time. 
‘ The quarrel originated at the theatre, onthe evening of the 
1oth of May 1735, about a comedy wig, in. which Mr. Mack- 
lin performed the part of Sancho the evening, before.’ Mr. 
Macklin was acquitted of the charge; and. we agree with,his 
biographer that the evidence juftificd the verdit.. We,cannat, 
however, omit to obferve that there was a very. reprehenfille 
degree of irafcibility in his conduct, which appears to have 
embroiled him in many difficulties in the courfe of his profef- 
fional life. 

Returning to the ftage, he foon reinftated himfelf in the 
favour of the public. The enactment of the licenfing ftatute, 
in the year 1737, is noticed by Mr, Kirkman. as forming a 
remarkable gra in the hiftory of the ftage. He introduces 
the celebrated fpeech delivered by the earl of Chefterfield- on 
that occafion, but afcribes it to the earl of Chatham. 

It is truly remarked by our author, that, in the hiftory of 
the ftage, ‘ as much envy and jealoufy, as much fraud, low 
intrigue, and cabal, as much party fury and party injuftice, 
are to be found, as in the courts of the moft defpotic princes, 
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or levees of the moft profligate prime-miniflers.’ Our veteran 
himfelf, if not influenced by all thefe odious qualities,.appears 
to have felt ftrong prejudices againft what he terms ‘ the new: 
modes’ of aéting, introduced in the time of Garrick. A. 
céinmon+place comparifon is made between Wilks and Gar- 
rick,..in fome. remarks by Macklin on the dramatie character 
of lerd Townly; and his firictures. on the adting of the 
Britith Rofcius will difplay, to a moral phyfiognomift, the 
features of prejudice diftorted into envy. — 


‘¢ Garrick huddled all. paffions into ftrut and quicknefs—buftle 
was his favourite. In the performance of lord Townly he was all 
buftle. In Archer, Ranger, Don: John, Hamlet, Macbeth, Brute— 
all buftle! buftle! bufle ! | 
- © The whole art of acting, aecording to the modern practice,. 
is comprized in—buftle! “ Give me a horfe!—Bind up my 
wounds !—Have mercy Jefu !”—all buftle !—every thfhg is turned: 
into buitle ! All Garrick wanted, in order to make him a great 
actor, were—confequence, dignity, elegance, and majefty of figure ; 
a voice that would laft through a part, for his was generally hoarfe 
in the two laft acts; the deportment and the manners of a gentle- 
man; a knowledge of the paffion and character, and how to drefs 
with propriety.” Vol. i. Pp. 248. 

This daring attack on the reputation of anaétor, the ap- 
plaufe of whofe tranfcendent merit ftill vibrates in the’ public 
ear, is elaborately expanded in a character of Mr. Gartick, 
written by Macklin, and introduced imthe fecond volume of 
thefe Memoirs. We believe that this character will be pro- 
nounced by many a tiffue of impudence, falfehood, and ma~ 
lignity, gloffed over by an idle fhow of fair criticifm : if our li- 
mits would permit, we would extraét-it, as a curious {pecimen 
ef profeffional and perfonal animadvertion. 

It does not appear'whether the extraordinary philippic, to 
which we allude, was in any way made public during the 
life of the author, or that of Mr. Garrick; but, be that as it 
may, itis matter of regret for the fake of the pofthumous repu- 
tation of the veteran Shylock. That Garrick was not grear 
as an author was no crime, as he never appeared. to aim at 
any thing in kterature beyond a f{prightly mediocrity : that, as 
a man and a manager, he fhould have efcaped the imputation 
ef faults, would: have been furprifing; but that the Britith, 
we car almoft 2 the European public, fhould have erred 
fo grotsly with refpeét to the hiftrionic talents of a man om 
whom it beftowed the higheft eulogium of his art, is indeed 
incredible. i, 7 

The firft retirement of Mr. Macklin from the ftage is thus 
mentioned by his biographer. 


“Mr. Macklin being now advanced into the 64th vear of his~ 
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age, was induced, from a variety of motives, to think of a retreat. 
He had’ by this time realized a pretty handfome fortune, by his 
iadufiry and exertions; and he was refolved not to remain upon 
the ftage till. his powers of acting were weakened by age and in- 
firmity. He was a yery convivial man, although he never drank 
to.excefs. It may be readily fuppofed that, as an eminent actor 
and teacher of elocution, and as a public man, the:circle of his 
friends and acquaintances muft have ‘been very extenfive. He 
was alfo patronized and refpected by the moft eminent characters 
of thofe days. . 

‘ Mr. Macklin was very fond of being independent, and this 
fondnefs was increafed ftill more by the unjuft treatment that he 
had experienced both from managers and actors, ‘He had en- 
countered the prodigality and oppretlive.tyranny of Fleetwood, 
the unprovoked and unwarrahtable conduét of Sheridan, and the 
apoftacy,*envy, and treachery of Garrick. As he never acted un- 
handfomely, or unjuftly, to any manager or actor, he conceived 
that he was not bound to brook infult, fuffer oppreffion, or en- 
dure injuftice, from any man. He accordingly refolved to take 
leave of the ftage, and to fet up for himfelf upon a new plan. In 
purfuanee of this refolution, Mr. Macklin clofed his dramatic 
career, at leaft for fome time, on the 20th December, 1753. The 
performances of the night confifted of “ The Refufal, or The Lady’s 
Philofophy,” and, “ The Englifhman in Paris.’”—- Mr, Macklin 
played ‘fir Gilbert Wrangle, Mrs. Macklin lady Wrangle, and 
mifs Macklin, Charlotte-—The unbounded approbation of the 
audience on that night, bore the moft ample teftimony of their 
fatisfa€tion, and the aétors’ merit—they regretted loudly, and re+ 
peatedly, the retirement of their old favourite.’ Vol. i. P. 353. 


We applaud the refolution of Mr. Macklin to retire 
from a profeflion, in which he had acquired both fame and 
profit, before ‘ age and infirmity’ united to compel retreat. 
This is a duty which men of diftinguifhed talents in ever 
purfuit owe to themfelves not Icfs than to the public, and ir 
is to be lamented that fo few arg found’ who can prevail on 
themfelves.to perform it. Though we approve Mr. Matk- 
lin’s retreat from the ftage, the fcheme of employment which 
re afterwards adopted is liable to objection. It is thus. re- 
ated, ' 


* He opened a large tavern and coffee-houfe under the Piazza in 
Covent-garden, next door to the plavhoufe, ‘I’o fit up this houfe 
in the moft commodious and fuperb ftyle he {pared no expence 
—Choice wines of the higheft price, and abundance of provifions 
were laid in—bar-maids, cooks, waiters, and fervants of all de- 
-{criptions were immediately hired, and fet in motion by the great 
crowds of perfons, of all denominations, that came every day to 
crack a bottle and 2 joke with their old friend. . At-one table, 
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and at another table, . below ftairs, and above ftairs, the company‘ 
of Mr. Macklin was fought after with great eagernefs. His hu- 
morous anecdotes, witty repartees, and entertaining ttories, gave ag 
admirable zeit to the produce of the larder and the cellar, One 
would have imagined,: that fuch a very buftling kind of life would 
have furnifhed ample employment for the orind of Mr. Macklin, 
however active it might be—but he was not eafy, he was not fa- 
tisfied, till he was doing fomething in his own way. He was de« 
firous of giving le€tures on various fubjeéts, and of inftructing 
theatrical. tyros in elocution, and in the art and duty of an aétor. 
With this view he opened a leéture-room in Hart-ftreet, Covent- 
garden, which he ftyled “ The Britifh Inquifition.” Vol. i. rv, 
357+ 

It is fearcely neceffary to obferve what a contraft this exhi- 
bited to the fober dignity of retirement ; and the attempt to re- 
concile the fatigues of a tavern-keeper with the“duties of a 
lecturer was highly ridiculous. The new avocation of Mr. 
Macklin was no more favourable to his circumftanees than 
creditable to his good fenfe : he loft nearly the whole of his 
property, became a bankrupt, and was reduced to the neceflity 
of returning to the ftage for fubfiftence. 

On his refumption of theatrical purfuits, he experienced the 
reception due to an old favourite; and continued for feveral 
years to act in London, in Dublin, and at many provincial 
theatres, with fuccels. He was, however, fo frequently in- 
volved im difputes with managers and with performers, that 
his dramatic life was rendered very uncomfortable. He was 
at length fubje€ted to a temporary expulfion from the ftage. 
The legal proceedings againit the perfons by whofe cabal that 
expulfion was effected occupy the greater part of the fecond 
volume of thefe Memoirs. The fpeech of Mr. Dunning, as 
leading advocate for Mr. Macklin on that occafion, is a ma- 
fterly Pietiiien of forentic eloquence, admirable for elofenefs of 
reafoning, and for a grave, difficult, and moft effective fpecies 
_of irony. Mr. Macklin triumphed, and, greatly to his credit, 
ufed his victory like a man of {enfe and moderation. 

Propriety of conduct m fituations extremely unfavorable 
to virtue fhould be noticed with applaufe.. We are therefore 
happy im introducing a fhort chara€ter of Milfs Macklin, 
daughter of the veteran, a lady of confiderable accomplith 
ments, and a deferving favourite of the public. 


‘ In the fummer of 1781, Mr. Macklin fuftained a very heavy 
lofs by the death of his daughter, whe had retired from the ftage a 
few years before. 

* She died at Brompton, on the 3d of July, in the 48th year of 
her age. For fome years before her death, Mifs Macklin enjoyed 
but a very indifferent ftate of health. She went often into breeches, 
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and, by bickling her garter too tightly, a large {welling took place 
in her knee, which, from motives of delicacy, fhe would not fuffer 
to be examined, till it had increafed to an alarming fize. This 
flethy excrefcence was, however, cut off, and Mifs Macklin un- 
derwent the operation with great firmnefs; but fhe never after re4 
gained her former ftrength. Though’ contented in her fituation, 
and never under the neceffity or inclination of rambling, her life is 
tiffued with fome very extraordinary circumftances, unufual in the 
life of an aétrefs. : 

* Her qualifications producing hera very confiderable falary, with 
a very genteel acquaintance, fhe humbly fat herfelf down to the 


_ quiet enjoyment of them, without hunting after new gratifications. 


She was unfafhionable enough, too, to be religious ; and, in confe- 
quence, to contract a number of out-of-the-way notions, for which 
fhe had often experienced the ridicule of the green-room. She 
went to her devotion oftener than fhe went to rehearfal, Penurious 
if her pleafures, though benevolent to diftrefs, and confidering the 
ftage merely “as it holds the mirror up to Nature,” her practice 
was a conftant example of her theory. There was another ftill 
more extraordinary trait in her chara¢ter than all this: though fhe 
had been upon the ftage for feveral years, and, on her entrance, 
confidered as one of the fineft and moft accomplifhed women in 
England—though befet with folicitation, and expofed to the force 
of bad example, fufpicion had never once lit upon her fame, and 
the diffipated world were reduced to the neceflity of afcribing her 
celibacy to a coldnefs of conftitution. Her character as an a‘trefs 
ftood in a no lefs favourable point of view. Endued with fo many 
acquired requifites, nature had not been backward in lending her 
affiftance, and the fhone a particular favourite both of Thalia and 
Melpomene.’ Vol. ii. P. 307. 


In the year 1786 Mr. Macklin experienced the following 
attack of infirmity on the ftage of the Dublin theatre. 


* He took a benefit on the 22nd of Auguft, and was advertifed 
for Sir Pertinax, in the Man of the World, and Sir Archy in Love- 
a-ia~Mode. This was an arduous undertaking for a man at his 
time of life. Mr. Macklin was refolved, however, to attempt it, 
As foon as the doors of the play-houfe were opened, the theatre was 
filled in every part, and his excellency the lord lieutenant, and feve- 
ral members of the court, graced the ftage and other boxes. Mr. 
/Macklin went through the firft a& with great fpirit, but-was taken 
fuddenly ill in the middle of the fecond, and was obliged to be af- 
fifted off the age. The audience being informed that Mr. Mack- 
lin was fo much indifpofed, that he could not appear again on the 
ftage that night, very politely accepted of Mr, George Dawfoti as 
his fubftitute, and the entertainment of the evening paffed off with- 
out any further interruption, The concern and anxiety mariifeited 
by the andience, om the eceafion of Mr. Macklin’s illnefs, refic&ted 
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the higheft credit on their humanity, and afforded no fmall teftimo- 
ny of the eftimation in which the father of the ftage ftood. This 
was the firft time that the memory of Mr. Macklin began to betray 
fymptoms of decay and imbecility, When he was dreffing at the 
theatre, on his benefit night, he was feifed with.a kind of flrivering, 
which lafted feveral minutes. He alfo complained of a pain in the 
head, and, when he firft went on the ftage, he declared that his fight 
was fo much affected, and dazzled, as it were, that he could fcarcely 
diftinguifh the people in the pit. Ina few moments he recovered 
himéelf and went through the firft aét tolerably well; but the fhiv- 
ering fit returning again, he felt a total incapacity to proceed with 
his part. Ina few days, however, he recovered, and appeared in 
public, to the no {mall j joy and fatisfation of his numerous friend$ 


and admirers.’ Vol. ii, P. 319, 


This temporary imbecility was fucceeded at different inter- 
vals by fimilar attacks. Mr. Macklin, however, ‘ 


* play ed the very laborious part of fir Pertinax, at a time when 
he was‘iv his ene hundredth year, with a vigour anda fpirit that 
aftonifhed every beholder.—His lati, attempt upen the ftage was on 
the 7th of May, 1789, in the character of Shylock, for his own be- 

‘nefit. He went through the firft act, but not being pleafed with 
his own execution, and finding his incapacity increafe uppn him, 
and after making repeated but ineffectual efforts to overcome the 
ftupor, which clouded his reafon, he was obliged to come forward, 
and apologize for the interruption that he had given the performs 
ance, and to requeft that Mr, Ryder might be permitted to finifh 
hjs part. 

_£ The company, with true Britifh fympathy, accepted the change 
without hefitation, and the father of the Britifh drama took his laft 
and very affecting farewel of the ftage, amidft the tears > thuns 
dering plaudits of a moft crowded audience,’ . Vol. ii. P. 326, 


The retired veteran continued to frequent the a till 


within a very fhort period of his deceafe, which is thus re- 


lated. 


‘In the beginning of the year 1797, he grew quite infirm, and in 
the month of Ms y his diforder (which may be called a gradual 
decay) became fo alarming, that Dr. Brocklefbyy his moft intimate 
friend, was called in... However, Mr. Macklin refufed to take any 
medicine.. Prefcriptions, he faid, could be of no ufe to -him, in 
the ftate that he then was: his {pan of life was nearly fpent. . His 
difeafe was not fo powerful as to hinder him from converfing, Oc- 
cafionally, with pbilofophic cheerfulnefs, and Chriftian refigna- 
tion. Three weeks before his death, he took very little fuftenance ; 
but, what is not a little remarkable, his mental “faculties returned, 
to, an'aftonifhing degree. He knew every body that vifited him, 
and he. heard, faw, underftood, and converfed, without the leag 
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dificalty. Qn Tuefday morning, the zith of July, 1797, Mr. 
Macklin got up, wathed himfelf all over in warm gin, (a practice 
he had been accuftomed to for many years), put on frefli linen, 
and then.lay down again. During the time that he was wafhing, 
he feemed eafy and compofed, and converfed with Mrs. Macklin 
with great tranquillity. In about an hour after he retired to his 
bed, he exclaimed to his wife—“ Let me ge! let me go!” laid 
hinifelf backward, and expired without a groan.’ Vol. ji. B. 42°; 





¢ Mr. Charles Macklin was born on the-firft of May, 1690, 
and died atthe advanced age of 107 years, two months, and tea 
days.’ Vol. ii. Pp. 427. 


‘The defire of long life is fo prevalent among our {pecies, 
that moft of our readers will be gratified by the biographer’s 
account of Mr. Macklin’s ‘ manner of living.’ 


* To attain to the great age.of 107 years has been the lot of very 
few ; and to pafs through life without the affliction of any ferious 
diforder or indifpofition, has been the good fortune of ftill fewer, 
among mankind. Mr. Macklin, by the favour of providence, had 
the fingular happinefs to accomplifh both. He did not begin to 
pay particular regard to his conftitution, till he was forty years of 
age. Up to that time he lived very irregularly; he drank hard, 
fat up late, and took violent exercife ; but, fubfequent to that 
period, he procesded by rule. He attributed the continuation of 
his.g00d health in his youth to perfpiration—to promote which, 
when he was more advanced in life, was his principal obje&. 

* Mr. Macklin drank tea, porter, wine, punch, &c. and ate fith, 
flefh, fowl, &c. till he was feventy years of age; but be never 
drank to excefs.—If ever he was prevailed upon to drink more 
than his ufual quantity (feven or eight glaffes of wine) he always 
took Anderfon’s Scotch pill, going to bed at night. This, he 
{aid, kept his head from aching the next morning. He was always 
moderate at his meals, but never ab{ftemieus ; and preferred con- 
verfation to the bottle. At feventy vears of age, Mr. Macklin, 
finding that tea difagreed with him, difcontinued the ufe of it ina 
great degree, and took milk (which he had always boiled), inftead 
of tea. He alfo had bread boiled in his milk, which he fweetened 
with brown fugar, till it was almoft a fyrup. Having loft all his 
teeth, about the year 1764, he was reduced in his fuftenance en- 
tirely to fifh (which he was very fond of) herbage, puddings, and 
Spoon meat; he liked ail kinds of ftews, hafhes, and foups, parti- 
cularly giblet foup, which he ufed to have two or three times’a 
week, He was a great lover of eggs, cuftards, and jellies. His 
drink at his meals, for the laft forty years of his life, was white 
vine and water, made very fweet. Being attacked by the rheum- 
atifm, in the year 1770, he difcontinued the ufe of fheets, to 
avoid it, and flept in blankets.—He did-not fleep upon a featl 
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bed, but upon a mattrefs: his bed was a kind of couch without 
curtains, which was placed in the middle of a large room.—On 
this he repofed, whenever he found himfelf inclined to fleep.— He 
always lay with his head very high, but never ftripped off his 
cloaths, for the laft twenty years of his life, except to change 
them, to put on clean linen, or to have himfelf wafhed, and 
rubbed all over with napkins dipped in warm brandy or gin: a 
practice which he repeated very often. He was alfo in the habit 
of fteeping his feet, for a confiderable time, in warm water, 
Whenever he went abroad, he changed all his ‘cloaths, as foon as 
he returned home,.and never fat in his own houfe in the drefs that 
he went out. Whenever he perfpired, he always put on freth / ’ 
linen. We have known him, at the playhoufe, to change his 
fhirt three or four times during the performance; and, when he 
went home, to change it again. He was much given .to perfpira- 
tion, which he always promoted, never checked. This, he faid, 
contributed very much to preferve his health, and prolong his 
life: but, we are perfuaded, that he ftood particularly indebted to 
his amiable wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Macklin, for her indefatigable 
care of and attention to him. Her fondnefs anticipated all his 
wants, and her thorough knowledge of his difpofition and confti- 
tution, enabled her to do more for him than the moft eminent ; 
phyfician. For the laft ten years of his exiftence, he had no fixed } ’ 
hours for his meals—he followed clofely the diétates of nature, 

He ate when he was hungry (fome:times at tWo, three, or four 

o’clock in the morning, and Mis. Macklin always got out of bed 

to wait upon him) drank when he was dry, and flept when he 

found himfelf fleepy.? Vol. ii. Pp. 438. | 





Mr. Macklin was not diftinguifhed merely as an actor: he 
hai foe reputation asan author. The following lift is given 
of his works. . 


* King Henry the Seventh, or The Popifh Impoftor, a tragedy ; 
firft acted at Drury-Lane, on the 18th January, 1746.——Not printed. yp) 

¢ Will or no Will, or A New Cafe for the Lawyers—a farce— 
acted at Drury-Lane, 23d April, 1746,—Not printed, 

$ The Sufpicious Hufband Criticifed, or The Plague of Envy—a 
farce—acied at Drury-Lane at the conclufion of the feafon 1746- 
47-—Not printed, 

‘ -The Club of Fortune Hunters, or Widow Bewitched—a farce 
~~acted at Drury-Lane, in 1747,—-Not pristed. 

* Lave-aela- Modeeea farce—afted at Drury-Lane, in 1759, with | 
unbounded gpplaufe,- Printed. 4to, AR 

* The Married Libertine—a comedy=-a&ied at Covent-Garden 
theatre, in 1761,—WNot printed. 

§ The true-born Infhman—a farce—firft aed at Smock-alley 
theatre, Dublin, in 1763, and afterwards perfermed at Covent-Gar- 
den in 1797, under the title of The Irith fine Lady.—Not printed, 
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§ The Man of the World—a comedy—firft acted at Crow-Street 
theatre, in Dublin, in 1772, under the title of The True-born Scotch- 
man, and afterwards performed at Covent-Garden, in 1781, under 
its prefent title. —Printed, 4to, 

* He has left behind him feveral plays, which have never been 
acted, and alfo feveral pieces unfinifhed.’ Vol. ii. P. 443. 


As a dramatic writer he did not rife to extraordinary ex- 
cellence. To the graces of compofition he was a ftranger ; 
but he pourtrayed {trong and coarfe features of character with 
fkill. His talents, we think, appear to advantage in fome 
letters written by him to his fon in India. Thefe epiftles do 
credit both to the difpofition and abilities of the writer. They 
are replete with parental .kindnefs ; they difplay corre& think- 
ing, and judicious advice on the moft important topies of life 
and manners, and will probably be thought, by many readers 
of thefe Memoirs, to be the moft valuable part of the publica- 
uon. 

As the biographer of his celebrated relative, Mr. Kirkman 
evinces induftry and talents; and there is no reafon to doubt 
his fidelity, “The work, however, is unneceffarily extended 
by the infertion of feveral articles which were before in print, 
and of fome that are not ftrictly connected with the obje& of 
the work. 


Hiftory of Scotland. By Robert Heron. (Concluded from 
Vol. XXVI. p. 386). | 


IN our account of the firft part of Vol. I. of this work, 
(N. A. XII. 67), we were fufficiently liberal of praife, as 
we wifhed to encourage a juvenile adventurer to give a de- 
cent abridgement of the hiftory of his native country. But, 
when we found this propofed abfira&t iwell, in the fubfe- 
5 volumes, to a vat farrago of crude and common-place 

ifcourfes, totally unlike the firit fpecimen of the work, we 
wete forced to change our opinion, and, in a late article, to 
declare our difappointment, and our coniequent cenfure. As 
Mr. Heron writes of almoft every fubjeét, and his pen is un- 
commonly -prolific, he may confider himie:f as deeply in- 
debted to our criticifms, if they teach him the great art which 
Boileau taught Racine, that of writing with difficulty. Our 
chief duty is that which we owe to the literary world, and to 
the public at large—that of praiting the efforts of talent, 
and of blaming only where blame is due, and where our 
filence might detra&t from the opinion of our tafte aud judge- 
ment. : 

Mr. Heron’s three laft volumes now claim our attention, 
or rather two laft, for Vol. V. is divided into two parts, 
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becaufe the hurried author fat down to write five hundred 
pages, and, before he was aware, had completed twelve hun- 
dred and fifty! This is a juft picture of his mode of ¢om- 
pofition, drawn by himfelf at the end of the lait volume.. In 
dome parts, however, ke is too brief; for the fecond fection 
of Vol. V., which fhould have comprifed the account of the 
progrefs of manners, &c. confilts only of eight or nine pages, 
anftead of two hundred and eighty, the {pace allotted to that 
preceding, which embraces a period far more meagre of in- 
formation. ' 

The advertifement to the fourth volume begins with the 

following paragraphs. 
' © The fourth volume of the general hiftory of ‘Scotland, is pre- 
fented to the public, with very great anxiety on the part of its 
author, It embraces the hiftory of the national tranfations of the - 
Scots, during that important period, which extends—from the 
zra of the death of James the Third,—to that of the acceffion of 
his defcendant, James the Sixth, to the Englith throne, Wars, 
negotiations, intrigues, revolutions, and every variety of thofe great 
events which make national hiftory interetting, occur, in the 
courfe of this period, in a remarkabie profufion. It has beea it- 
jultrated -by the writings of our moft eminent hiftorians. It has 
defervedly attraéted and fixed the curiofity of every liberal and in- 
quifitive mind. 

‘ Although a ftranger to the influence of any whimfical paffion 
for novelty or fingularity; I have found myfelf compelled, in in- 
veftigating this period of the Scottifh hittory, to adopt views of the 
principles, the paflions, and the combinations of events, which it 
prefents,—fuch as differ, almoft continually, from thofe of former 
hiftorians.. Venerating, with the profoundeft reverence, the il- 
juftrious talents of the late great Dr. Robertfon,.—the Epaminon- 
das, perhaps, of Scottifh literature ; I fhoukl have been far proud-. 
er, implicitly to follow his footfteps,—that I can ever be, to walk in 
any new path of my own making. But, 4 amicus Plato, magis antica 
veritas. Refpetting, too, the powerful talents, as well as the pa- 
triotic and truly hiftorical induftry of Mr. Pinkerton ; I cannot but 
greatly regret, that his excellent work lately publifhed, fhould 
have contributed more to throw new light on many particulars, 
here and there, in the minuter detail of the hiftory,—than to ex- 
hibit the general fpirit and fyftem of the national tranfaétions of 
the Scots, during thofe reigns of which he writes, in their proper 
point of view. I have been obliged, in too many inftances, to 
differ from him. I differ from him, with hefitation, with re- 
Inétance, with deference, with refpe&t. Of the other writers who 
have employed their talents upon the fame portion of ‘the Scottith 
hiftory, I with not to infinuate any thing that does not imply a 
like regard. There is nore of them whom I fhould not have re- 
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yoiced to follow as my guide. There is none whofe opinions I am 
inclined to. reje&t with contempt. ‘None from whom I differ, for 
any other reafon, than becaufe truth appears ftrongly and urgently 
to demand it. 

‘ T regret, that I could not vlew the condué and principles of — 
the leaders of the reformation of: religion in Scotland in a more fa- 
vourable light. I fhould be concerned, if I were to become the 
ebject of any good puritan’s indignation, becaufe I cannot think 
/ cardinal Beaton to have been a very devil. But, [ am not ill 
pleafed to have difcovered, that the reformation of the Romifh re- 
ligion arofe from among the Romifh clergy themfelves: for I have 
long thought, that our atheiftical hiftorians meant no good to re- 
ligion of any fort, when they joined the hotteft-headed proteftants, 
in raifing fuch a villainous outcry againft the Romifh clergy, as . 
the worft part of fociety, during the dark ages.’ Vol. iv. P. v. 


Who would imagine, after thefe declarations, that Mr. 
Heron implicitly follows Dr. Robertfon, efpecially in be- 
lieving ‘Mary guilty, and that he never faw Mr. Pinkerton’s 
two quarto volumes, till. after that part of the prefent work, 
which relates to the fame period, had been priuted off? The 
laft truth can be evinced by letters from Scotland, regretting that 
fuch was the cafe, if any further proof were required than the 
grofs errors in the paffage above quoted, into which no one 
who has read Pinkerton’s hiftory could have fallen, or than 
the numerous old fables and errors, exploded by that writer, 
but which Mr, Heron has preferved juft'as he found them in | 
preceding compilations.. We muft hint to this author, that 
fallacy and mifreprefentation are the worft defe€&ts which an 
hiftorian can have, and difgrace him as much as want of ho- 
nour degrades a private character. 

We have already given fufficient fpecimens of Mr. Heron’s 
ftyle and manner; and any perfon who has feen Bunbury’s 
Long Story may conceive our melancholy fituation, after 
the heavy penance of wading through his three laft volumes. 
We lately made mention of an oriental author, who faid 
that he abbreviated his ftories, /ef? his readers fhould get the 
head-ach. With a fimilar view, we fhall {pare any turther 
Jong extrad&, and content ourfelves with pointing out fome of 
the errors which difgrace Mr. Heron’s fermons on hiffory. 

Vol. IV. p. 18. Peter Hialas is from the Latin. The em-> 
baffador’s name was don Pedro d’Ayala, 

21. * Stuart, the brother of the earl of Lennox.’ Who 
would here difcover Bernard Stuart, lord of Audbigny, by 
which laft name alone he is known to Guicciardini and the 
French hiftorians ? We may add, that he was not the brother, 
but the confin, of Lennox. 
~ Ib, Forman never was cardinal. Here’ Mr. Heron, with 
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his ufual confufion, tacks the account of a monftrous child to. 
a feries of political negotiation. He might’ as well have 
tacked his hiftory to that of Mr. Hume. ’ 

go. ‘Cowardly fwaggerer’ is ftrange language for hiftory ; 
but we mutt pafs numerous vulgarifms and folecifis. 

32. * The Scottith fleet of three fhips of war.’ It confifted 
of about twenty, 

44. The example of the queen’s regency was not ‘ hitherto 
unknown.” It had occurred in the minority of James II. 

52. The statement of the difputes between Albany and the 
queen is lame and erroneous. 

- 60. ‘This account of the fuppofed ambition of the Humes 
is a fiction. Mr. Heron even forgets that the Douglases 
were {till as powerful as ever. 

80. Albany’s van did not advance farther than Salom ; nor 
was the queen (p. 81) in the camp. 
ont. bany did not arrive at Kirkcudbright, but in the 

yde. 

85. *‘ The young king, now eleven years of age, would, 
after another year, be authorifed, by the of his kingdom, 
to choofe new guardians for himfelf; and was not at alk 
likely then to continue the authority of the regent.” What 
puerility ! There was no fuch law. The regent had been fo- 
jemnly inftalled by parliament, till the king thould have at- 
tained the age of eighteen years. 

Ib. ¢ The king... . a fickly child.” - Never. 

Ib. The praife of Albany, a mere delegate of France, ex- 
ecrated by the people of Scotland, fhows Mr. Heron’s dif- 
crimination ! 

' ‘99. Many of Mr. Heron’s dates are erroneous, Here, for 
1527 put 1528. He forgets that chronology is one of the 
eyes of hiftory. 

103. * Tantallon-caftle wrefted from Angus.” It remain- 


~ ed in his hands. 


‘110—124. Here we have an account of all the kingdoms - 
of Europe in 1528! Why did Mr. Heron omit thofe of 
Afia, Africa, and America, as much connected with Scotch 
affairs as moft of the others ? 

126.’Mr. Heron’s want of chronology neceffarily leads 
him to deduce events from caufes in which they did not origi- 
nate. Here he has confounded thofe of 1528 with thofe of 
1523- 

127. When Mr. Heron infers that the lords of fefion were 
barons of parliament—a pofition which he often repeats—he 
fhows great ignorance of facts and records. 

140. Here ts a feries of exclamation, in truth a mere rant, 
cleting, as ufual, with a grofs error, and a reference, 


* Eosdem quas dypra.’ The fact is, that Mary of Vendome, 
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far from dying in a convent, inftantly married a French 


count, pt fs 

The fall of fir James Hamilton (p. 154), was far from: 
being difagreeable to the Scotch nobility, who hated him as 
an upftart. Yet on this falfe fuppofition Mr. Heron founds 
important events. 

In this volume, we meet with Mr. Heron’s arrogant cen- 
fure of all the great writers who have examined the queftiom 
of Mary’s guilt or innocence. We may here obferve that it 
is the prime trick of a quack to flander gene of reputa+ 
tion ; and a greater literary quack than Mr. Heron never at- 
tracted our notice. Nor do we imagine that Menkenius 
de Charlatanerta Eruditorum can produce an example of fucly 
a mere f{matterer,.and pretender to fcience, attempting to 
{peak ex cathedréd of names revered by learning herfelf. | 

The fifth volume begins with a long fermon on the ftate 
of manners, &c. in Scotland, from the middle of the fifteenth 
to the end of the fixteenth century—in its very plan a confu- 
fion of all epochs, and all juft and exa&t knowledge. 

3- Could common fenfe permit Mr. Heron to fuppofe that 
broom was planted as timber ? The tops were mafhed, and 
given to cattle in time of fcarcity. Hence arofe the injunc- 
tion to fow broom-feed. 

8. Amber on the coaft of Scotland! The defcription of 
Scotland by Paulo Giovio is a mere tranfcript of the fables 
of Boéthius. 3 

34..The officers of -the mint did not travel. Different 
mints exifted at the towns mentioned. ‘The early coins 
fhow this. ! 

The argument (p. 37), that the diminution and deteriora- 
tion of the Scotch coinage are proofs of the advance of the 
kingdom in opulence, is worthy of its author. He thinks 
for himfelf, with a perverted ratiocination !, This argument 
tends to prove that England muft have been twelve times 
poorer than Scotland, becaufe an Englith penny was worth 
twelve Scotch pence! In p. 42, with equal stiirity and 
ignorance, he fuppofes that fairs for trade gave rife to reli- 
gious meetings. It was the reverfe. Can Mr. Heron be 
ignorant of the meaning of feria ? ya: | 

84. * The French auxiliaries, who came into Scotland 
with the duke of Albany, eafily maftered all the turbulence of 
the Scots.” Wonderful reafoner and patriot! Far from this, 
the Scots were diffatisfied with thofe auxiliaries, and ordered. 
them to leave the kingdom, after they had remained in it only 
three months. 

. The fyftem of Copernicus was afleep ull after the days 
of Galileo. How then could it be received in Scotland? Yer 
our author affects to be aflronomer, geometrician, &c. ; in 
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fhort, to deal in all feiences, from miftaken feraps of the 
Encyclopedia Britannica. In p. 104, he is a wife mecha- 
nician ; but if he had recollected that the flips of James IV. 
were built by Frenchmen, he would have {pared his pane- 
" gyric on the ftaté of that art in Scotland. In the fame page 
it is gravely affirmed that the compafs was known to Scottifh 
mariners before the clofe of the fixteenth century! Surely 
before the year 1400. | 

The account of the rude Scotch chronicles (p. 109) 
fhows Mr. Heron’s tafte. It feems impoffible that he can 
have read them, fo abfurd are the feveral éloges. 

The following remarkable. morceau may diverfify our 
page. : 

‘ Truth is never fteadily fpoken upon all occafions, by any, ex- 
cept thofe who fcorn all fear, and have no defires but fuch as 
they believe eafy to be accomplifhed by open, manly arts. The 
fimple and inexperienced, fuch’ as children, and favages in the 
moft ereét manly ftate of favage life, ufually fpeak the truth with- 
out dilguife. Yet, children and favages, learning the apparent pof- 
fibility.of deriving advantage from falfehood, treachery, and dif- 
guife, before their fouls can be fufficiently impreffed with the 
knowledge of thofe principles of rectitude upon which the obliga- 
tion to fpeak truth is eftablifhed; foon become, in confequence, 
more ftrikingly addiéted to falfehood, treachery, and artifice, than 
the reft of mankind. In this yirtue of dreading to violate plighted 
oaths, and of {peaking truth from a fenfe of duty, the Scots of this 
age were certainly more honourably diftinguifhed than their an- 
ceftors had been. It was a neceflary confequence of the continual 
expanfion of their minds by moral inftruction, that they fhould be- 
come ftill lefs and lefs prone to the heedlefs or wanton viclation of 
truth. Thofe dark acts of perfidy which ever ftain the annals of 
barbarians, become continually more rare, while we advance 
through this period of the Scotti hiftory. The oath, the promife, 
the aflertion of one man to another, affume ftill new dignity. When 


acts of treachery are perpetrated, we difcover a folicitnde to excufe © 


and to gloze them over, which the more atrocious fouls of the 
Scots of an earlier age would have boldly fcorned. Fraud and 
treachery became crimes of heinous guilt in the eyes of the divine, 
of the moralift, of the poetical fatirift. The merchant ‘can now 
truft himfelf and his goods to the faith of thofe who promife him 
protection and a‘ free fale, Fiétion becomes lefs common in the 
' degends of hiftory, and in the reports of the news of the paffing 
day.’ A new regard to morai charaéter begins to be commonly 
felt, by which a new reference for truth is the moft authoritatively 
impofed. uch are the features of the Scottifh character, during 
sthe progrefs of this period, in regard to a habitual obfervance of 
veracity. It igynot to be doubted, that this virtue became, iu the 























ty ate > 





Heron’s Hiftory of Scotland. ZI¢ 


courfe of this period, more general, and was now, more happily 
eftablifhed upon principle, than it had been in any former time.’ 
Vol, v. Pp. 121. 


Miracle of virtue, to difcover that fraud and treachery are 


only crimes in the eyes of the divine, the moralift, and poeti-. 


gal fatirift! ; 

This confufion of principle may be compared by the read- 
er with the confufion of ideas (p. 127), concerning the na- 
ture and firft appearance of a well-known difeafe. 


158. Mr. Heron forgets that bribery prevented the court of * 


fefion from proteéting the poor, 

As tajze is intimately connected with judgement, it is no 
wonder that Mr. Heron’s tafte is very bad. The reader who 
withes to indulge his rifible faculties has only to open this au- 
thor’s account of the Scotch pocts (Vol. V. p. 197, &c.) where 
he will findthe dull and feeble Henderfon compared.to Phadrus, 
and the fublimity of Davie Lindfay reprefented as equal to 
that of Milton ! The Dream of Davie ¢ exalts its author above 
every comtemporary or prior Britifh poet’ (p. 247). His inter- 
ludes ‘are to be preferred, not only to the works of Shak- 
{peare, but to whatever the whole body of the Englith drama 
ean, even yet, prefent in competition with them,’ (p. 223). 

O tribus Anticyris caput infanabile ! : 

As well might a mere drawing of Teniers be preferred: to 
all the grand creations of the Italian fchool.—The account 
of the Latin poets ef modern Europe is equally rifible. Mr. 
Heron fuppofes that the Poliih Cafimir, whe wrote in 1630, 
was a contemporary of Eobanus Heffus in 1520! In p. 248, 
Mair’s dull hiftory 1s compared with the philofophical hiftories, 


of later times, becaufe it contains a few fcraps of {cholaftic. 


divinity and morality ! In the next page we are informed, in 
a note, that Blackwell’s genius was of the fame caf? with 
that of Heétor Boece ! 
’ Upon the commencement of the civil wars under Charles I, 
Mr. Heron’s refle€tions are, as ufual with him in treating 
important events, rafh, hafty, fuperficial, nay (to ufe a word 
of wltich he feems to be fond) raid. Meafures and events, 
long weighed and eftimated by experience and wifdom, by 
patient inveftigation, and philofophical candour, are huddled 
into our author's coarfe feales, and delivered to the indignant 
reader with puerile pettifhnefs and impetuofity. 

As a {pecimen, accept a part of his refleStions on the Revo- 


Jution : 
‘No: There was, in truth, heinous, moral and political guilt, 


in that refiftance to the executive power, by which the. Revolution 
was effected. It was not correctly juft: it was mot indifpenfibly 
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expedient. Its feeming neceflity was, in a great meafure, the cotis 
fequence of the previous bafe compliances or fa¢tious oppofition 
of thofe who were its authors. ‘Traced to their remoter fources, 
the evils which it ftrove to remedy, will appear to have had their 
origin, from the fa€tious conduct of the firft. Englifh parliaments of 
the reign of ‘Charles the Firft, and of the primary Scottifh cove- 
nanters. They gave an irregular impulfe to the political machine, 
which was never afterwards to be corrected otherwife than by cone 
trary-impulfes which were alfo irregular. The Long Parliament 
and the military ufurpation of Cromwell, urged matters to a fatal 
extremity on the one fide: the unprincipled tyranny of Charles 
the Second, the impotent fuperftition of James, carried them not 
lefs unhappily wrong, on the other fide. But, the time for pa- 
triotifm to act, without a crime, was when Charles drove away 
the virtuous Clarendon, and abandoned himfelf to the counfels of 
proftigate minifters and miftreffes, Had the lords and commons of 
his parliament, then a€ted with enough of mild, yet fteady and in- 
corruptible virtue; no revolutionary refiftance had afterwards been 
neceffary. It is the unhappy fate of mankind, never to be able 
to prevent the mifchievous confequences of one feries of crimes, 
without running into another!’ Vol. v. P. 701. 


The ignorance of infancy could hardly have offered reflec- 
tions more abfurd, or more remote from any real experimen- 
tal knowledge of human affairs. Periods and ideas wholl 
difcrepant are blended as in adream. We muft whifper to 
Mr. Heron, that one ounce of exact fcience, in any depart- 
ment, is worth waggon-loads of that crude halfireadiog with 
which he has ftuffed his mind and his books. It is worfe 
than ignorance ; for ignorance may learn; but in this cafe a 
life might be fpent in wn/earning falfe knowledge. Menage 
faid that he did not choofe to read Moreri’s Dictionary, becaute 
Ahe fhould never be able to deliver his memory from thoufands 

of errors there to be found. 

The fixth volume (or, by Mr. Heron’s divifion, Vol. V. 
Part If.) extends from the revolution to the year 1748. The 
beft part is that which relates to the Union. The details of 
the feveral rebellions in Scotland are too long, and the 
whole volume is injudicioufly fwelled with a mixture of 
Englith hiftory. 

n a work which is deftirute of principles, or philofophicat 
candour, Mr. Heron endeavours to fhow his impartiality by 
abufing all parties. But, reficéting that his clumfy farcafms 
may naufeate al] readers, he will fuddenly, without any vifi- 
ble caufe, burft out ito a volley of praife. 

A philofophic hiftorian would hardly have attacked that 
great pacific minifter, fir Robert Walpole; but he has, it 
feems, provoked the bitter enmity of Mr. Heron ; and in a note 
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we find a refpectable writer, who has publithed a Life of fir 
Robert Walpole, thus characterifed. ‘ Amidft much curious 
information, Coxe’s book difplays an rmpudent profligacy of 
moral judgement, condemning and approving without regard 
to the afpect of fa&is—at which every human heart that re- 


tains any fentiments of rectitude muft fhudder with deep ab- — 


horrence.’ Such is the author’s want of candour ; and with fuch 
precipitation does he commit to the facred page of hiftory the 
mott infamous flanders ; inconfcious that fuch malignant folly 
never fails to recoil on the head of its parent. A/@utato no- 
mine, de te fabula narratur. . 

The dull verbofity of Mr. Heron’s ftyle and manner, the 
rafh infipidity of his obfervatious, the confufion of his plan, 
the weaknefs of his execution, the neglect of chronology, 
the want of refearch and novelty, would of themfelves juttif 
the reprobation of his book. But when, to the fatigue of wee 4 
ing fuch a weak and tedious compilation, is fuperadded the 
dilguft, arifing from his wanton abufe of the moft diftinguifh- 
ed charaters, political and literary, even candour muft fpeak 
in the accents of indignation. His vanity would only excite 
a {mile ; his dullnefs would only demand a gentle expofure: but 
malignity is unpardonable, ast can only be repreffed by fevere 
cenfure, A young author cannot entertain a more grofs or fatal 
error than the idea, that by undermining the reputations of 
others he may advance his own. Uncle Toby faid juftly to the 
fly,‘ the world is wide enough for thee and me,’' Reputa- 
tion is not to be advanced by the cenfure of others; far lefs 
by grofs flanders againft eminent charaClers, or puerile abufe 
of fong-eftablithed fame. The courfe is moft ample; and 


‘the prize may be won without croffing or joftling ; which 


only indicate that the jockey is confcious of the inferiority of 
his tteed. 


— 
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Letters and Papers on Agriculture, Planting, Sc. [elected from 
the Corre/pondence of the Bath and Weft of England Society, 
Jor the Encouragement of Agriculture, Arts, Manufaétures, 
and Commerce. Vol. VIIl. 8vo. 6s. Boards. Dilly. 


THIS volume is introduced by fome refle&tions from’ the 
fecretary on different topics connected with agriculture. His 
remarks on the fubjeét of cottages are particularly worthy 
of.notice ; and the defence of inclofure is fatisfa@tory. A 
paper, fent after the volume was finifhed, is annexed. It re- 
lates to the cultivation of potatoes; and its author, Mr. 
Broughton, endeavours to fhow, from his comparative expe- 
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riments, that thofe ufeful vegetables are moft advantageoufly 


propagated by thoots, from potatees laid in litter for the pur- * 
pole, and covered wiih mould to ihe thicknefs of three or four 


inches, 
The firft article is an ingenious and valuable difquifition on 


wool-bearing animals. The diftin@ion between hair and 
wool is clearly explained, and different animals; fuppofed to 


be hairy, are found to carry, at the roots of the hair, a very- 


fine wool. We will fele€&t an account of a fpecies of fheep 
and ox, little known. 


‘ Crass THIRD. 
* Sheep that carry fhort thick hair, which inno refpect refembles 
wool of any fort. ' 

¢ Of this variety of the fheep fpecies we have no breeds in Bri- 
tain; but that fuch fheep do exift, we have the cleareft proofs. So 
little are they known indeed in this country, and fo little is it fu- 
fpeéted here that fuch an animal exifts, ehat I was not a little fur- 
prifed when I firft faw one of this kind, and therefore examined it 
with a good deal of attention. This creature was on board a Danifh 
Eaft-India fhip that put into Leith roads laft feafon, and was 
bought, with feveral others of the fame fort, as they affured me, 
in the ifland of Madagafcar. It was a ram of a gocd fize, and 
was covered all over with a thick coat of fhort, thick, ftiff hairs, 
like that of a horfe, but rather ftronger in the pile, and fhorter. 
The colour was a fine brown, the hair lay clofe to the fkin, and 
was very fmooth and glofly, like the coat of a well-dreffed horfe in 
fine order, They affured me that it had never had any other co- 
vering on it but what I faw, and that all its companions were of 
the fame fort. : 
_ © This faét threw the fubje& of theep into a new point of view 
that I had never adverted to before, and enabled me to account for 
fome phenomena refpecting fheep that had puzzled me a good deal; 
Ta the account that Dr, Pallas had given of the famous Boucharian 
famb-fkin furs, fome of the peculiarities he mentioned appeared to 
me to be incompatible with the nature of wool, and much more 
viearly allied to that of hair. But as i had no idea that any fheep 
Of ‘this kind exifted, I was perplexed about it, and could come to 
no decided opinion refpedting it. Since then, I have had an op- 
portunity.of feeing a night-gown, lined with Boucharian lamb-fkin 
fur, which, I find, confifts of nothing elfe but hair, without the 
fmalleft intermixture of wool. It is fomewhat longer than the Ma- 
dagafcar fheep’s hair, fofter, and gently waved by means of a little 
curl upon jt, which gives to it the beautiful foliage-hke appearance, 
for which thefe furs. have been fo much valued; fo that this forms 
a feeond: variety of this clafs of theep. | 


- +6, While F-am juft writing, I have received a letter from fir Jo- ~” 


feph Banks, bart. on this fubje&; who fays, “1 once imported 
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three theep from Spain, which were as fleek and {mooth ds a horfe, 
and never, at any feafon, fhewed the leaft f ign of wool or down in 
the moft minute quantity.” The faét then is inconteftibly efta- 
blifhed, that fheep, which produce as little wool as horfes, do exift ; 
and perhaps they are’ much more comimon than we at prefent fu- 
{pe&t: The Bouchariaii breed of fheep is kept in immenfe flocks 
over the extenfive plains of Great Tartary. Since the above was 
written, [ have beeri affured that they have a breed of this kind of 
fheep in the ifland of Aasigua.. P. 10, 





¢ The mufk-ox, of Hudfon’s-Bay. This atiimal is much bet- 
ter known to me than the former, as I bad the defcription from a 
gentleman in Edinburgh, who lived many years in Hudfon’s Bay, 
and who has feen thoufands of them, dead and alive. The whole 
body of this creature, which is as large as a middle-fized ox with 
us, is covered over with a very clofe fleece of long, foft; flexible 
hair, of a fine quality, which might be employed in manufactures 
for many of the fame purpofes as wool ;* beneath that hai and to- 
wards its roots, lies another coat of exceeding fine wool, which 
could be applied in fabricks of the fineft quality. It has been fpux 
and worked into gloves and ftockings, which are faid to be foft as 
filk: The buffaloe wool inelofed, I thewed to the gentleman, who 
faid it was nothing like fo fine as that of the muik-ox.’ P. 19. 


Dr, Anderfon is confident, that the wocl of Spanifli_ theep 
oes not degenerate in Britain ; that we have not yet procared 
the beft fpecimens of Spanifh fheep, either with regard to the 
finenefs of the wool or the value of the carcafe ; and thft the 
Sheep of Jamaica, though hairy, have at the roots of the hair 
a fine fleece, The fhawls are now known to be made of the 
wool which grows at the roots of the hair of the Thibet 
goat. 


‘ The hait of this kind of goat (the common Iongstaited thagey 
goat) is ufually very coarfe ; but underneath it, as in the long-haired 
breeds of theep, there is a quantity of wool, of an exceeding fine qua- 
lity, which may be feparated from it about the month of June, by 
combing. From this circumftance, it would feem that this wool, like 
the wool of the fheep, rifes from the fkin, and becomes loofened 
from it, while the haie ftill adherés firmly to it. Of the finenefé 
and quality of this kind of wool, you may fatisfy youirfelf, by ex- 
amining the fmall fhréd of a little-web that will accompany this, of 
that kind of wool, which was manufaétured under my eye here laft 
fummer. There was as miich of it as matle three full-fized thawls 
and a waiftcoat-piece, from whence the pattern fent wes cut: The 
chain’ is filk, as there was too little. materials to make it of Wool: 
Thefe fhawls were comparéd with the fineft India fhawls that could 
be found in this place, and were deemed fofter than any of therm. 
The fhawl wool in India is precifely of the fame nature; dad is ob- 
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tained from the Thibet goat. I have examined fome Thibet goat¢ 


in this country, and find their hair rather longer and coarfer than 


the common European goat, from which it differs little. If it was 
a fair fpecimen I faw, the wool was rather lefs abundant on thefe 


than on the common goat.’ P. 13. 


Some nfcellaneous remarks, by Dr. Anderfon, form the 
fecond article; but they are not important. In the third, Mr. 
-Pryce offers fome obfervations refpecting the fertility of the 
Orchefton meadow. Its grafs is not peculiar, but is highly 
Juxuriant. In the moft fertile fpots, about four inches below 
the furface, were found flints:.in the beaft fertile, no flints 
were difcovered. In parts whofe fertility. was neither the 

reatefl nor the leaft, the flints were deeper. ‘Thefe are 
fuppofed to retain the moifture, or the electricity of the rain. 
The fame author fuppofes the curt in potatoes to be occationed 
by an infeed. . “a 
Mr. South’s ‘ Cheap and efficacious Ventilator for preferv- 
ing Corn on Ship-board’ muft be appreciated from experience. 
Some additional arrangements in ftowing the corn feem to 
be neceflary. Mr. Collins’s communication refpeéting the 
different kinds. and properties of wool.is a collection of 
whimiical opinions expreffed in peculiar language. 

The deventh article defcribes Mr. White’s ¢ Method of tan= 
ning with Ozk Leaves inftead of Bark,’ with the annexed ap- 
probation of feveral tanners and dreffers of leather ; but this 
plan has not anfwered under our infpeétion ; or, at leaft, it 
will be ufeful in few kinds of leather. Mr. Pierce, in the 
eighth article, recommends dung for covering potatoe-fets ; 
and Mr. Webb communicates fome obfervations on the rapid 
growth of oaks, in foils adapted to them. The advantages 
of gypfum as a manure for faintfoin, cow-grafs, Dutch clo- 
ver, &c.-are well known; and they are confirmed, ia this voe 
lume, by fome.additional experiments. | 

The eleventh article, ‘On wafte Lands and Inclofures,’ con- 
tains extraéts.from furveys of many counties of England.and 
Wales, pointing out the extent of the waftes, and the advan- 


tages likely to be derived from imclofures. A general bill to 


facilitate the progrefs of inclofing is the meafyre recommended 
by the greater number of thefe furveyors; a plan which has 


been attempted, without fuccefs. A fimilar extract, from 


different furveys, is alfo inferted, to prove the ‘ inconvenience 


of the prefent fyitem of tythes.” Mr. Davis’s prize eifay, on. 


« The moft pra€ticable Mode of giving an equirable Compen- 
fation for Tythes,’ exhibits, we think, a fair and candid view 
of the claims of the clergy on one hand, and the hardihips and 
inconveniences refulting from this mode of payment on the 
other: ‘Tythes fhould, he thinks, be commuted ; but the price 
of cotn, the general ratio of commutation, is too fteady ‘to 
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sender it a fair criterion. Some modification of this criterion 
is propofed ; and the price of butter, to afcertain the ratio of 
commutation refpecting grafs land, fhould, in che opinion of 
Mr. Davis, be added. The effay is judicious and liberal. 

Mr. Lock’s * Hiftorical Account of the Marth Lands in 
Somerfetthire,’ exhibits a good view of the great improve- 
ments in that county, chiefly from inclofing. A fhort extract 
will give a general idea of the fubftance of this article. 


_£ It clearly appears that marfh-lands doubled their value every 
century for the firft four hundred years after the Conqueft; and 
from the Reformation to the Scotch rebellion in 1746, they were 
doubled every fifty years; but from that time to the prefent, they 
became more than doubled in twenty-five years: How is this ag- 
counted for? ‘ 

‘ This doubling of rent in twenty-five years will not hold good 
in upland, hilly, or corn parifhes. It will only apply to marth- 
lands, the lords of which having difmembered their manors amongft 


their leffees, ftirred them up to the ftudy and practice of agricul 


ture. Suppofe a leffee for three lives, of one hundred acres, valued 
in fifty pounds per annum, gave twelve years purchafe for the fee, 
it amounted to fix hundred pounds, and is only a tax upon the farm 
of thirty pounds per annum, reckoning the intereft at five pounds 
per cent. 

* As a moiety of this country was formerly in tillage, probably 
fifty acres of this farm were, when purchaféd, arable; but if fo, it 
was immediately laid down to pafture, and is perhaps now, brought 
forward to the fifth clafs in point of quality, and at prefent worth 
fifty fhillings per acre: whereas, had it remained on leafe, it would 
no doubt have continued in tillage, bearing fifteen bufhels of wheat 
per acre, if recruited every third year with a fallow; and would 
have been worth at prefent ohly twenty fhillings per acre. 

* As this practice of laying down arable to pafture hath been f 
univerfally adopted by the land-owners as occupiers of their own 
freehold, and enforced by landlords in their covenants with their 
tenants, will it not furnifh a better reafon forthe {carcity of wheat, 
if generally adopted in other countries, than fuch as are commonly 
given us in the public prints?’ Pp. 280, 


' An accurate mode of byying and felling wheat, viz. by 
meafure, corrected by wT Uf follows. We alfo tind * Brief 
Remarks on practical Improvements,’ and * Mifcellaneous 
Remarks on national Improvements ;’ papers of Jittle value, 
‘ Mr. Harper’s Experiment on the extraordinary Quality of 
Botter (that of keeping two years and feven months) made 
after the Lancathire Manner ;’ captain Shank’s ‘ Method of 
killing Slugs,’ by watering the ground, betore and after fow- 
ing, with an infufion of coal-tar; *‘ Obiervations on the dif- 
ferent Qualities of Wool as = by the Spanifh Mixture, 
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in Breeding,’ by Mr. Davis; Mr. Hill’s ‘ Experiment on pro- 
pagating Potatoes from the fibrous Shoots ;’ an ¢ Account of 
a Crop of Wheat, fown and managed in a peculiar Way ;’ a 
plan of * Folding Hogs’ for their manure; and the ‘ Cha- 
racters of fundry Apples known in the Weft of England,’ by 
Mr. Crocker,.of- Frome, are articles that admit not detail 
er explanation. - : . 

~ Dr. Anderfon claims the merit of what has been confidered 
as the invention of Mr. Elkington—to drain bogs and {wamps 
by tapping—as well as of another invention attributed to Mr. 
Brodié, ‘ the Patent Bath-Stove ;’ and he feems entitled to the 
honor of éach, though another has carried off the profits, 
* Sic vos non vobis,” &c. Mr. Wagftaffe’s « Simple Prepa- 
ration of Seed Corn’ to prevent the fmut, confifts only in re- 
peatedly wathing and fcouring the feed in clean water. 

' Colonel Wood’s queries, relative to draining lands, de- 
firoying mofs, and planting coppices, are fatisfa€torily an- 
fwered by Mr. Barter. Mr, Griffith finds, that one part of 
quick lime, with two pounds of gunpowder, will explode as 
violently on blafting rocks as if the whole were gunpowder ; 
in quarries, this will occafion a material difference in the ex- 
penfe. Mr. Pitt’s defcription of Dorchefter gaol muft be read 
in the volume itfelf, where it is illuftrated by plans.—The 
method of preparing canvas, fo as to make flexible tubes, we 
will tranfcribe. 


* Take one quart of boiled linfeed oil, and a quarter of a pound 
of the gum elaftick—boil them gently together—they will fo boil 
near two hours before the gum will be diffolved.~ Then add three 
quarts more of boiled oil, one pound of refin, one pound of bees- 
wax, and one pound of litharge of lead—boil all up together, and 
with a brufh lay it warm, and evenly, as a coat, on the canvas. 

_¢ This prepared fubftance will be as flexible 4s can be wifhed, 
without cracking—will refift wet or damp, and will be found dur- 
able, if common prudence be exercifed in the care of it.’ Pp. 342. 


Mr. Bartley’s communication on ‘ the Culture and Value 
of Potatoes,’ contains nothing new. ‘The value of this fari- 
naceous root is well underftood. The ‘ Queries by an ceco- 
nomical Society of parliamentary Gentlemen,’ with the an- 
fwers, relate to the relief of the poor. The replies of the fe- 
cretary are cléar and pointed. 

Mr. Pugh and Mr. Morfe give an account of fixty-five 
kinds of apples, with their qualities; and Mr. Barclay de- 
fcribes the Norfolk method of dibbling wheat. Mr, Barton’s 
new and ufeful method of propagating potatoes, coniifts in 
tranfplanting the ftalks, which occafionally rife, the year 
after potatoes have grown in any ground. | 
, Mr. South’s expected tréatife on wall-trees is delayed, in 
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confequence of the neceflity of farther perfonal obfervation 
for ‘its completion. : 

Mr. Wimpey’s laft words (for he died at the age of eighty+ 
three, foon after he had written his letter) are judicious and 
affeting. T hey relate to the drill hufbandry, which, he 
thinks, is not well underitood. Majer Velley has commu- 
nicated fome experiments to afcertain the truth of Dr. Hun- 
ter’s opinion, that the food of plants is an oily matter, in- 
corporated with water, by means of.an alkali, or abforbent 
earth. The mixture recommended, in confequence of this 
fyftem, our author found injurious to vegetation ;. but he cer 
tainly employed it in too large quantities. ‘ 

r. White Parfons recommends, from experience, the 
unprovement of cold clay land, by burning the clay on the 
{urface with weeds in a kind of kiln. The procefs muft be 
read in the work itfelf, as well as his remarks refpecting 
cattle. This is the Jaft article of the volume, which we can- 
not difmifs without a hint to the editor to be more careful in 
fele€tion. It may be truly faid of this collection, rAser yiev 
‘MTAaVTOS. 
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4 Treatife on Sugar. By Benjamin Mofeley, M. D. Se. 
8ve. 5s. Boards. Robinfons. 1799. 


. IT is remarkable that no author, in modern times, has un- 
dertaken to coileét the different faéts relative to a fubftance 
which at prefent makes fo large a part of our dietetic fupply. 
‘Since the time of Slare, who publithed in 1715 his Vindication 
of Sugar, we recollect no diftin& treatife on the fubjeG&t. Dr. 
Cullen, in his Materia Medica, treats largely of it as an article 
of diet; and in this he has been followed by fome other au- 
thors. The preparation of fugar likewife is noticed by all 
who have defcribed the Weft-Indian Iflands, and their pro- 
ductions; but a diftinct treatife, connecting every part of the 
fubject, was longa detideratum. 

[he hiflory of the fugar-cane forms the firft part of this 
treatife ; and we believe it to be very complete. It was an in- 
digenous production of the new world as well as of the old. 

In the hiftory of fugar, which follows, Dr. Mofeley clearly 
fhows that the tabaxir of India was not fugar. It was rather 
the afhes of the canes, rendered ezodog by the Greeks, from its 
refermblance to fpodium (pompholix er tutty). When firft 
known in Europe, fugar was called the Indian falt ; and itis 
defcribed as white, hard, fweet, and britthe—charaéters of the 
modern fugar-candy. ‘The appellation candi gives our author 
fome trouble ;, but the barbaro-Grecian want MaVTIOV, OF xety> 


diov, has the faireft claim to the honour of having furnithed the 
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name. It-firft occurs in the prefcriptions of Nicolaus My- 
repfus, and clearly means what we ftyle candy. We know 
not, however, that candy was certainly the earlieft known 


_ form of fugar ; for the definition is as clearly defcriptive of the 


more rapid and confufed cryftallifation of fine fugar,-as of the 
more flow formation of the angular candy. We mean not to 
deny, that the latter was meant by Myrepfus, but doubt whe- 
ther it was the fubftance originally defcribed by the name of 
Aas Ivdixov.—Sugar was firfl retined in England in 4544. 

The third part relates to the medicinal and dietetic hiftory 
of fugar.. This concrete was firft ufed in medicine by Ac- 
tuarius, fuppofed by Dr. Mofeley to have written in the ele- 
venth century. Our author confiders fugar as highly. nutri- 
tive and tasitaeie, and endezveurs to refcue it from the impu- 


tations.of Willis, &c. particularly with refpe€ to its injuring the 


teeth, difordering the bowels, or producing fcurvy. . In the 
chemical pari, however, he thould have noticed Mr. Cruick- 
fhank’s late experiments ; and, in his defence, he thould have 
at leaft adverted to the fcorbutic fymptoms, which Dr. Stark 
thought he experienced, from ufing it as an exclufive article of 
diet, ‘The folvent powers of fugar, by which it conveys with 

reater certainty and fuccefs medicinal fubftances into the 
edihvech on a precarious foundation ;-and its great-utility in 
confumptive cafes may be quettioned, 

The opinion of the folvent power of fugar Dr. Mofeley fup- 

ports by equivocal arguments. If, for inftance, it promotes the 
folution of fat and oily fub{tances in the ftomach, it may be 
fufpeCted of promoting fuch folution in the cellular membrane, 
and confequently occafioning abforption. In all inftances 
where it materially afifts digeftion, or correéts acrimony in 
the ftomach, it acts as ademulcent only, It is undoubtedly, as 
our author contends, greatly fuperior to honey ; and he men- 
tions various inconveniencies from the latter fubftance, as well 
2s fome idiofyncracies, in which it aéts almoft as.a poifon. 
Sugar,.on the contrary, is fuppofed to be highly alimentary, 
and a good food for perfons advanced in life. 
_ Several mifcellaneous fubjecis are added , and the cow-pox, 
the yaws, the yellow fever ot Philadelphia, and the plague, fhare 
our author’s attention. His remarks on the cow-pox we will 
tranfcribe, 


_¢ The cow-pox has lately appeared in England, This is a new 
fiar in-the A(culapian fyftem. It was firft obferved from the pro- 
vinces, It is fo luminons there, that the greafy-heeled hind feet of 
Pegafus are vifible to the naked eye: the hidden parts of that con- 
ftellation, which have puzzied aftronomers, as to the fex of Pegafus; 
and which Hipparchus, Tycho, Hevelius, Flamftead, and Herfchel, 


could-never difcover.” The reafon now is evident, 
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* The medical pythoniffas are divided in their. opinion refpecting 


this phenomenon. 
* Great events are ferénddid-Seine pretend that a reftive greafy- 


heeled horfe will -kick down all the old gally-pots of Galen — 
Others, that the people of England are becoming like the inhabitants 
of a wildernefs, beyond the land of Cathay, feen in 1333, by the 
rare and inimitable fir John Mandeville,—who, he fays, were “ wild, 
with horns on their heads, very hideous and {peak not; but rout as 
{wine.”’ 

‘ Wonderful things do certainly appear in all ages; the great 
Erafmus mentions a man, one Philario, an Italian, who in Holland 
was very much. affiited with worms, While the worms were ja 
his body, he fpoke the Dutch language fluently. When his phy- 
fician cured him of the diforder, he could not {peak a word of that 
language. The Dutch worms and the Dutch language, left Phi- 
lario together ! 

‘ In this cow-mania it is hot enough for reafon to concede, that 
the cow-pox may leffen, for a time, the difpofition in Uns habit to 
receive the infection of the fmall-pox. 

‘ All cutaneous determinations ; catarrhal fevers ; and every dif 
eafe of the lymphatics; and medicine, tending to what Sydenham 
would call depurating that fyftem, do the fame. 

¢ Surgeons know, that the firft inflammation of any membrane 
is the moft violent; and that reitérated inflammation deadens fen- 
fibility. 

‘ But no complaint to which people are repeatedly fubjed, as 
the cow-pox, can perform all circumftances in the habit, equivaleut 
to the {mall-pox, which people never have but once. 

* Befides, the fmall-pox does not deftroy the difpofition in the 
habit to receive the cow-pox,. 

* If that be the cafe, the fmall-pox and the cow-pox, then, are 
not analogous ; but radically diffimilar. 

* The fmall-pox is undoubtedly an evil; but we underftand the 
extent of that ill; which we had better bear, : 


“ ‘Than fly to others that we know not of.” 


* Inoculation has difarmed the fmall-pox of its terrors; and re~ 
duced it to management,’ . 162. 


The plague he fuppofes to be a general difeafe, not imported 
by any ss, from infected countries, but produced by the 
operation of unfufpedted, perhaps diftant caufes. In the warmth 
of the conteft, he denies that infection exifts. The yellow 
fever, in the fame way, is fuppofed to proceed from caufes of 
more general and extenfive operation than the corruption of 
coffee, or any fimilar local fomes; and he thinks it can be 
cured only by active bleeding and purging. On the fubject 
of the yaws, he does not offer any thing new or interefting. 
The accounts of the obis, the Weft-Indian charms, and witch- 
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craft, are curious; and the tremendous defcription of the hat- 
tle between the notorious outlaw, three-fingered Jack, on one 
fide, with two negroes and a boy, on the other, js interefting. 
The volume pine i with tables of the value of Weft Indian 
Imports in different ‘years, 

On the whole, though this volume does not add greatly to~ 
our knowledge of the fubject of which the author profeffes to 
treat, his work difplays judgement, fagacity, and benevolence, 
equally demonfirative of a cultivated mind and a good heart. 
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Narrative of the Deportation to Cayenne, of Barthélemy, 
Pichegru, Willot, Marbots, La Rue, Ramel, Se. in 
Confequence of the Revolution of the 18th Fructidor (Sep- 
tember 4,.3797). Containing a Variety of important Fads 
relative to that Revolution, and to the Voyage, Refidence and 
Efcape of Barthélemy, Pichegru, &&c. From the French 
of General Ramel, Commandant of the Legiflative Body 
Guard. 8vo. 4s. fewed. Wright. 1799. ! 


ONE of the firft a%s of the French revolution was thé 
deftruction of the Baftille ; and the crimes committed by de- 
fpotifm in that horrid prifon, and the difgraceful bondage of 
fettres de cachet pleaded very ftrongly in palliation of popular 
effervefcence. “Lhe new fyftem has not introduced humanity 
into the nation ; and Europe has feen with aftonifhment that 
the rights of the fubje& can be as glaringly violated under a 
yepublican as under a monarchical government. Untried am! 
tncondemned, many of the members of the legiflature were 
feifed on fufpicion of treafon, kept on bread and water, con- 
fined in difmal dungeons, and at length tranfported to the un- 
wholefome fwamps of America. Whatever may be the form 
of government, and folly alone can imagine that the fame 
form muft be fuirable to every nation upon earth, a fure cri- 
terion of themerits of any is the refpect paid to human na- 
ture in the perfon of the prifoner. Puntfhment is not to: be 
jufli€ted to gratify the private revenge or caprice of an indivi- 
- dual. The prifoner, may have been guilty of an outrage 
againit fociety ; but, till that be proved, no feverity is juftis 
fable which does not arife from abfolute neceffity ; and, when 
the folemn fentence of the law is pronounced, it fhould ap- 
pedr to be the fentence of law, not of a factious fpirit in the 
pofieffors of power. On this principle we view with abhor- 
teyce the conduct of the French government. The deputies 
in the legiflature may have been, guilty of the crimes imputed 
to them ; but this-confideration does not juftify the indignities 
offered to their perfons ; and, if they are not criminal, what 
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compenfation can be made to them by the public for fuch fuf. 
ferings? A dire€tor and a general,,who had rendered fignal 
fervice to their country, were reduced in an inftant from fump- 
tuous fare to the meaneft food; were loaded with chains at the 
will of an inferior agent of government, and totn from: their 
relatives and friends ; and the nation which was outrageous 
for liberty and equality beheld this infringement of both with- 
out a murmur. ‘True liberty cannot exift without the ftricteft 
regard to juftice in the perion of the loweft individual; and 
the feverities exercifed againft a prifoner by the meaneft agent 
of government, are difgraceful to the higheft agents of. the 
executive power. 

. This narrative of the fufferings of the tranfported deputies 
is given by Ramel, who was involved in their difgrace. Ap- 
prehended by order of the directory on the fifth of September, 
1797, they were confined m the temple, in the apartments 
which had been occupied by the royal. family ; thence they 
were conveyed to Rochefort; and, on the 21ft, were taken on 
board of a corvette, where their accommodations were ver 
wretched. In this veffel they fuffered every fpecies of hard. 
fhip and indignity which the inhumanity of the captain could 
infli€t ; but their fufferings were occafionally alleviated by the 
compaffion of one of the feamen. After a voyage of fifty 
days, they landed at Cayenne, and were received by the go- 
vernor with kindnefs. This, however, continued only for a 
day ; for, on the day after their landing, they were clofely 
confined to their rooms, except for an hour in the morning 
and evening ; and, on the 22d of November, they were con- 
veyed on board of a chaloupe, to be fent to the river of Sina- 
mary. On the 23d they were lodged in the fort of that name, 
in feven miferable rooms, formerly ufed as prifons for fugitive 
negroes and criminals. Secluded from the world, amidft the 
contempt of the inhabitants of the fort, thefe unhappy men 
gave the ufual proof of the force of human paffions. Like 
the martyrs in the time of quewe Mary, who could not forget 
or forgive their refpective differences of opinion, though they 
were to be configned the next day without difcrimination to 
the flames, the tranfported deputies carried with them their po- 
litical attachments, and embittered their fenténce by the vio- 
lence of altercation. Worn out by the fatigues of their voy- 
age, and the feverity of the climate, fome of them died in 
this wretched defert: but eight, on the third of June, 1798, 
efcaped from the fort, feifed a fmall -canoe, and, after a. di- 
ftrefsful voyage, arfived at Surinam, where the hofpitalit 
of the governor and inhabitants formed a ftriking contrat 
to the ingratitude of their own countrymen. - On the 3oth, 
fix individuals, among whom was the writer of this narrative, 
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re-embarked, and, on the fecond of July, reached Berbice, where, 
wnder the protection of the Englith government, they were 
kindly received. Thence they proceeded to Demerary, where 
two of the party died; and the four remaining (Pichegru, 
Doffonville, Ee Rue, and Ramel) embarked on the 17th in 
the Crane, an Englifh frigate, which, on the 21{t of Septem- 
ber, was brought to an&hor in the road of Deal.- In Eng- 
Jand they were received with that humanity which will, we 
hope, ever be the characteriftic of our nation; and, on the 


aift of O&ober, the writer embarked at Yarmouth for Ham- 


burg, with a due fenfe of the kindnefs of his enemies. 

The narrative, of which we have thus given the outline, ts 
filled with interefting circumftances, which keep the paffions 
ofthe reader in conttant exercife. "We admire the {pirit of 
the writer, which prevents him, notwithftanding the ill treat- 
ment he has received from his country, from being its enemy. 
Grateful to Englans fos fupport, he forgets not that he is a 
Frenchman. 


‘ Even the gratitude (fays he) I fincerely feel has not induced 
me to fix. my refidence among my generous enemies, of whom I 
eritertain fo high an opinion, that I am perfuaded the motives which 
led me to refufe their afylum have procured me their efteem. I 
cannot but’ believe that it is not againft our country ; it is not againft 
France, but againft the tyrants who enflave it, that England is car- 
rying on war; yet it is the blood of Frenchmen that has lately 
flained'the ocean, and is again about to deluge our frontiers! I 
have participated their fatigues and dangers, and’ fhould {till be 
fighting in their ranks, had I not been torn from them by the hand 
of violence. Nor will I ever efpoufe any other caufe than that of 
national independence, or fight by the fide of any warriors but 
Frenchmen. who take up arms for the liberty of their country,’ 
Pi hs 


The fame fentiments animated his brethren.. A remarkable 
inftance of it occuts in the narrative. In their efcape’ from 
thé fort they were becalined ; and their fenfations are thus de- 


{cribed. 


‘Having now been three days without food, we fuffered the moft 
cruel hunger, and were extremely parched by the fun, the heat of 
which was not now tempered by the breeze; and, as our minds 
were neither occupied by motion, nor fupported by the hope of 
{peecily reaching’ the end of our fatiguing voyage, we were forcibly 
firuck with the horror of our fituation, and it was with difficulty 
we kept up our covrage; for we had now nothing to expe from 
human afliftance, nothing from our. own exertions, which were 
thus deluded by the elements. It was on. this very day of defpair 
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that we mutually urged each other to facrifice even our juft tefent- 
ment, and not to fuffer vengeance to take poffeffion of ourminds, 
We fwore, in the prefence of the Almighty, never to bear arms 
againft our country, and refigned ourfelves to the will of Provi- 


dence.’ Pp. 167. 


It is highly to their honour that the love of their country 
thus prevailed over perfonal refentments ; and the fentiments 
of the loweft criminals in France formed a ftriking contraft at 
one time to the inhumanity of their former collegues in 
power. In their way to Rochefort, the deputies paffed the 
night at ‘Tours. 


_ © We were carried to the prifon of the Conciergerie, which was 
full of galley-flaves in chains, and we were put together with them 
into a court furrounded by dungeons, where they were fhut up at 
night, and one of which was now appropriated for us, Our 


guard had fcarcely left us, before the convicts with one accord 


withdrew into a corner, and while they thus modeftly kept their 
diftance, one of them faid to us: * Gentlemen, we are forry to 
fee you here. We are not worthy to approach vou; but if in the 
miferable condition to which we are reduced we can render-you 
any fervice, deign to accept it. The dungeon appointed for you 
is the coldeft and narroweft of all; and we requeft you to accept 
of ours, which is darger and lefs damp.” We thanked thefe poor 
wretches, and accepted this fingular hofpitality, offered to.us by. 
hands which had been fullied with crimes, but by hearts which were 


open to pity.’ P. 38. 


Galley-flaves could feel that compaffion againft which the 
hearts of the directory were fteeled. What a reflection on 
human nature! how debafing aré the effets of power! The 
revolutionary ftate of France might have taught each.man the 
infceurity of his fituation ; yet the gratification of revenge is 
paramount to every other confideration. Surely the leffons of 
experience will not be always ufelefs to mankind ; and the ty- 
rant will reprefs his pafion, when the fentiment is duly im- 
preffed on every mind that no law is more juft than this: 


necis artifices arte perire fua. 


The concluding remark of the writer is honourable to his 
feelings and to his profeffion. 


¢ Ir is not for me to inftrué&t mankind in the fcience of politics, 
but had I fufficient talents for that purpofe, I would devote them 
to the reconciliation of the various parties, who are interefted in 
the reftoraiion of order, of morality, and of public faith. By this 
common intereft, this general fentiment, I would endeavour to ap- 
peafe the hatred of factions, and ftop the progrefs of civil diffen- 
tions. Innumerable reatons offer in fuppert of this great caufe of 
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benevolence. May thofe render it victorious, who have more . ’ 
right to influence mankind. I am but a foldier, and can only of- 
fer'to my: country my arm:and my blood; both of which fhall be 
devoted, till my dving day, to the prefervation of her independence, 
and the rights of my fellow-citizens.’ P, 214. 





| Confiderations on the Nature and Efficacy of the Lora’s Sapper 
By Vicefimus Knox, D.D. 12m. 45. Boards. Dilly; 


1799- 


THE laft fupper of our Saviour, the interefting moments 
in which he who was about to refign his life for mankind 
was inculcating the neceflity of union among his difciples b 
moft expreflive actions, have been the occafion of great dit. 
pute in variGus ages of the church ; and, infiead of regarding. 
the fpirit, the difputants have chiefly attended to the letter of 
the inftitution. The origin of this fupper may be feen in the 
book of Exodus; the appropriation of the bleffing of the 
bread and wine is to be learned from the New Teftament: 
The public not being content with the fimplicity of the rite 
as eftablifhed by our Saviour, the mixture of heithenifm a 
Judaifm with Chriftianity introduced very early into the 

hurch notions and ceremonies oppofite both to the fpirit and 
the letter of the inftitution. The fupper difappeared; the 
bread: and wine became a facrifice; the table was converted. 
into an altar ; a prieft officiated in all the pomp and parade of 
heathen worthip; the facrifice was adored, and carried about 
in folemn proceffions. The abufes arifing from this pervef- 
fion of our Saviour’s words led fome perfons, on the re- 
formation from popery, into an oppofite extreme: ‘They ¢on- 
fidered the commemoration of the death of Chrift in modern 
times as fuperfluous: they acknowledged the propriety of it 
in the apoitolical ages ; but they interpreted the duration of it 
to be till he came—namely, on the deftruction of the Jewifh 
temple, and the end of the Jewith difpenfation, Between thofe 
extremes, the modes of confidering the Lord’s fupper are nu- 
merous: on the one hand, an attempt is made to elevate the 
ceremony by various metaphors, introducing the facrifical no- 
tions of the Jews into it: on the other, it is confined to a 
fimple commemoration; and very little confideration is be- 
flowed on the fpiritual benefits which may be derived from it. 
In general we may fay, that the main ends. of the inftitution, 
- love of God, and love of each other, are too frequently for- 


gotten by the communicants; and few rife from the table with — 


thofe fenfations which the ceremony is Calculated to infpire. 
_.Our author adopts a modern interpretation of. 4Ke rite. 


With him the Lord’s fuppér isnot a facrifice: it isa featt , 
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upon a factifice; and hence, without falling into the grofs er- - 
rors of popery, he has an opportunity of ufing much of. its 
language. Ancient liturgies and fathers are brought in aid of 
his interpretation; and the divines of the church of England, 
who differ from him in their interpretations, are treated with 
an afperity which is by no means becoming on fuch an occa 
fion. Thefe divines, named by himfelf, are bifhop Hoadly, 
Dr. Balguy, bifhop Pearce, and Dr. Bell. _ Names fo ‘juftly © 
revered in the church deferve, even if the individuals had fallen 
into error, to be treated with refpe&t.. The infinuation of So- 
cinianifm againft them is not the proper mode of beginning 
the controverfy ; and, if Dr. Knox really acquits thefe writers 
of malice, he might have pointed out to his readers fome good 
as well as {ome bad qualities which they might poffefs. 


‘ They may be (he fays) actuated by the love of fingularity ; 
they may be fecretly inclined to infidelity; they may be difguifed 
enemies of the eftablifhment of which they are members, and thus 
endeavour to fap its faundation, But I judge them not: to Heaven 
are their motives known: be it mine merely to remonitrate agajnit 
their opinions on the facrament, as the opinions of fallible meny 
doing involuntary mifchief from miftake.” 

Wé alfo will not judge them. ‘ We will not even enter fat- 
ther into the merits of the queftion, but advife thofe readers 
who wifh for arguments in favour of the notion that the . 
Lord’s {upper is a feaft upon a facritive, to confult this work 
warning them, however, that, notwithftanding the parade 
about Socinianifm, the prelates and divines above-mentioned 
may be in the right, and Vicefimus Knox may be in the 
wrong. 








MONTHLY CATALOGUE. 
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A Syllabus or Abftra& of a Syftem of Political Philofophy : to which | 
is prefixed a Differtation, recommending that the Study of Political 
Economy be encouraged in the Univerfities, and that a Courfe of 
Public Lefures be delivered ow that Subjed: By Rokkrt Achlem 
Ingram, B. D. .8vo. 25, Debrett. 1799. 


THE propriety of the courfe of leétures, here recommended 
to the univerfity of Cambridge, may juftly be doubted, as it would 
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~ ‘call off the attention of young men from thofe ftudies which form 
the proper bafis. of academical education : but, if the lectures pro- 
pofed thould be confined to perfons who have taken their firft de- 
gree, they would conftitute a reafonable fequel to thofe fciences which — 
are the objects of public examination, and would fill up judicioufly 
the interval between the firft and fecond degrees. The writer’s 
qualifications for the compofition and delivery of fuch a courfe 
will not be difputed by thofe who are acquainted with his acade- 
mical merits; and we fhould hear with pleafure of his being en- 
gaged by the univerfity to lecture on political. philofophy to a 
fele&t number of pupils. This fyllabus, we may add, may be 
ftudied with great advantage by thofe who cannot enjoy the plea- 
fure of wandering in academic groves. 


The Terms of all the Loans which have been raifed for the Public 
Service daring the laff Fifty Years: with an Introdudory Ac 
count of the principal Loans prior to that Period, and Obferva- 

_ tions on the Rate of Intere# paid for ihe Money borrowed. By 
J. F. Grellier, 8vo.. 13. Johnfon. 17g9. 


~The difficulty of comparing the terms of loans made at different pe- 
riods arifes from the infringement of the laws relative to the intereft 
of money, at the will of the executive government. The wifdom of 
thofe laws may be juftly called in queftion; and we have no doubt 
that government itfelf would be a gainer by a repeal of them. As it 
does not choofe to give openly more than five per cent. for money 
when-the value of money is higher than that ftandard, certain 
premiums are allowed, which, in the cafe of a fimilar tranfaction 
between private perfons, would fubject the lender to an aétion on 
_ the ftatute of ufury. In computing the value of thefe premiums, 
there is fome difficulty ; but it is afcertained in the work before us, 
which gives a good account of our loans, and may be ufeful to 
fuch individuals as are engaged. in fuch tranfactions. From a 
comparifon of the loans made in the prefent and two preceding 
wars, it appears that in the firft period the intereft of money was, 
upon an average, 3/. 165. 8i4., in the fecond 5/. 25, 1d., and in 
the third ¢/. 3s. 113d. The higheft intereft given in the firft 
period was 4/. 10s, gd., in the fecond 5/. 18s. 10d., in the prefent 
war 6/, 65. 10d. 


The Failure of the French Crufade, or the Advantages to be derived 
/ by Great Britain from the Reforation of Egypt to the Turks. 
By Eyles Irwin, Efq. 8vo, 18. 6d. Nicol. 1799. © 


Mr. Irwin, in his former pamphlets refpeting the French expe- 

dition to Epypt, affected to fpeak the ftrong language of pro- 

y» He now comes fprward: to:proclaim that his predictions 

are fulfilled; but, though the views of the French upon India are 
fruftrated, Egypt is ftill under the French yoke. 
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R ELIGI ON. 
Feifm refited, and Revelation vindicated : in Three Parts: fa the 


Firft is frewn the Fallacy of the Deiftical Argumentatiqn. Tn the 


Second is vindicated the Infpiration of Mofes. And in the Third 
iy Divine Miffion of -¥efus Chriff! By Fames Smith, 180i 
. 6d. Wallis. 


. The deiftical controverfy has Lone engaged the attention of men 
of learning and talents, and drawn forth able defences of revealed 
religion, The peng both of clergy and laity have been exercifed 
in this good caufe. . While, however, the mafterly writings of, Ad- 
difon, Leflie, Leland, Paley, and Wation, - ate in the hands. of the 
public, it can hardly be expeéted that any new light can be thrown 
by minor writers upon that mafs of evidence which has been cals 
lected in favour of divine revelation, and wilich, we may venture 
to fay, nearly amotints to mathemzitical demonttration. Lefs able 
or elaborate defences, however, ate not ufclefs. When comprefled 
into a finall compafs, they may be read by many who are not in- 


clined to enter upoh the ftudy of more voluminous produdtions.. 


The language of this treatife is eafy and familiar; and the arrange- 
ment of the arguments is natural, while the arguments themfelves 
are pertinent and weighty, 


N oticing the common objection againft Chriftianity derived froin 


the vices of profetling Chriftians, Mr: Smith juftly remarks, that 


‘the vices of thofe who profefs Chriftianity, ahd fpecially of 
its teachers, have beeh urged it all ages as a proof of its falfehotx(: 
The vices of mankind may be mentioned with propriety as an.evi- 
dence that the interefts of morality require the afliftance of a-re- 
velation ; but it is ah infult offered to common fenfe te bring 
them forward as an evidence, that no revelation is given to men, = 
Though the principles of religion do not influéhce many who pro- 
fefs to believe them, does this prove thdt they are hot enjoined by 
divine authority ? If deifts would remember that the fubjeé& of con- 
troverfy between them and Chtiftians fs the trath of revelation, and 
not the character of their Opponents, they might blot oat three- 
fourths of their publications.’ Pp. 10. 


In examining the Chatge which has been adduced t atid reves 
fation, in. confequénce of the command piven to the Jews con- 
cerning the extirpation of the Canaanites, Mr. Smith bring’ for< 
ward the ufual arguments fountled updn the fuppofition that thé 
injunction required the Jews to put the Cahaanites, men, women, 
and childrefi, to déath. But he rhight hdve khown, upon careful 
perufal of the criginal, that the * deftruftion’ theré enjoined is to 
be underftood, hot of putting to death all or the majorit) of the 
people, but of the political deitruétion of the Canaanites asa sas 
tion, > 


Cart. Rey: You. XXVIE Nov. 1799. a4 
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In flating the {trong corroborating evidences of the veracity of 
Mofes, our author gives us the following account: 


‘ The various fubjeéts of which Mofes treats lay"-him open to 
deteétion if he. had departed from truth; but no inveftigation of 
nature and of dhiftory, either in his own life, or fince his.death, bas 
difcoyered a falfehood in the Pentateuch. Vifible monuments of 
feveral miraculous facts, mentioned in that book, remained in ex- 
iftence long after the deceafe of Mofes. 

© Travellers, who vifited the wildernefs through which he led the 
Tfraelites, mention that a rock, ftanding where the waters were faid 
to iffve from the flinty ftone to fupply the people, has twelve holes 
in its fides about a foot wide, which have the appearance of being 
wotn with water, but are now dry. The inftitutions of Mofes 
were ‘oblervéd by the Jews in Paleftine for upwards of fifteen hun- 
dred years, in the very mannet that they are defcribed in the Pen- 
tateuch. The facred ark and tabernacle which were made by his 
direction, as: defcribed in that book, long remained among the 
Jews, together with the pot of manna and Aaron’s rod which 
budded and brought forth fruit in one night. Thefe were vifible 
monuments of the truth of feveral parts of thefe writings. The 
well-authenticated records of the Jews teftify that the brazen fer- 
pent which for fanre time had: been a ftanding miracle in the 
camp of Hrael, was preferved for upwards of feven hundred years ; 
ard the atteftcd copy of the Pentateuch, which Mofes depofited in 
the arky*was ‘taken out eight hundred years after his death, and 
read to the kiwg.’ P. 53. 

Upon the whole, we think that this treatife may be adopted as 
an excellent little manual, and put, with good effeét, inte the hands 
of common ‘readers and others who may be in danger of being 
ta'nted by the fafhionable principles of infidelity. 


A Sermon preached at a Meeting of the Governors of Addenbrooke's 
Hofpitel, in Cambridge ; to which is added, a@ Part of an tna 
tended Publication concerning the Fewifk and Chrifiian Difpenfa- 
tions. By W. Craven, D. D. Se. Sv. 15. 6d. Lee and 


Hurit, 1798. 


This difcourfe is on a very common text, § Follow after charity ;* 
and onfuch a topic litle novelty can be expected. We could 


have wifbed that the worthy preacher had’ given an exaét tranfla- 


tion of the apeftie’s words, and thus added great force to his re- 
marks. |. The word in the vulgar tranflation rendered charity is in 
the otiginal love ; and the Lone. which St. Paul here inculcates, and 
St. John with greater warmth enforces in his Epiftles, is the diftin- 
guifhing mark of Chriftian morality. The line however is pro- 
perly drawn by Dr, Craven between alms. giving and charity. 


* We learn from the apoftle, that every aét of munificence, is 
not charity. The motive is to be weighed: and as is the mative 
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fuch will be the reward, Where the aét proceeds merely from a 
defire of being feen and admired ; it has it’s reward in that-very 
admiration. When it fprings from. real kindnefs, a concern ‘for 
the good of others ; it engages their love and gratitude in return: 
an effe&t, indeed, which, it is poffible, may be produced in the 
former inftance, from a want of power in men to diftinguifh always 
between the motives in the two cafes. There is always, howev er, 
this fenfible difference, that in the latter cefe, a man fecis an in- 
ward fatisfaction, and finds the teftimony of his own, heart to be 
in his favour; without which, the applaufe of others can afford no 
true, fincere pleafure. But laft of all; when the act is prompted, 
not folely by a fpirit of benevolence, but a regard to the will of 
the Creator, who, as our common parent, choofes we thould love 
as brethren, the motive, which before ‘was virtuous, becomes reli- 
gious; is fo far heightened and improved, as to be truly. chagitable 
and complete: and the reward will be as great, conlifting, net only 
in the good opivion and efteem of others; the approbation of qur 
own mind; but above all, in the divine favour and pratedtion 
And how greatly is all this to be defired! It is by this, while our lir 
berality is of ufe to others, that the good effects of it are nat loft upon 
ourfelves, We enjoy through life a complacency, that hope and 
comfort, which will not for fake us at the hour of death.” P. 17, 


The difcourfe does not take up a third part of the pampblep. 
We were much gratified by the fpecimen given of a future publi- 
cation, which now affords employment for the writer’s leifure, and 
will hereafter be highly ufeful to the academic fludent. The re- 
ligion of the Jews is compared with the creeds of other nations, parti- 
cularly the Affyrians and Egyptians ; and, in the fame manner, the 
religious fyftems of the learned in general are examined. | We are 
furprifed that a writer fo well acquainted with the eattern languages 
fhould fpeak of the creation in fo doubtful’a manner. ‘* Mofes 
feemss to reprefent a chaos as being itfelf a produétion, and to ate 
tribute to the fupreme being, what heathen philofophers hold im- 
poflible, an abfolute creation out of nothing.’ We are convinced 
that mo other fenfe can be given to the words of Mofes. The 
confiruction is, we think, very clear: the word PY Y'%, in the fir 
verfe of Genefis, is in regimine ; and the fenfe is MYND TVW ID 
-— When God firft created or made, he created or made this woric. 


The time of this aétion is not f{pecified; but the infpired: writer 


comes at once to his fubjeét. This earth, he fays, was defolate and 
watte, or a chaotic mafs, till God ordered the light to come forth 
in the fame manner as he afterwards ordered the other parts to be 
feparated for the formation of the globe which. we now inhabit, 
We fee no reafon then for prefuming with this writer that light 


_ was a feparate aé& of creation. 


On the region of the ancients is a remark which, we Hope, @ will 
in the intended publication be enlarged upon, as it affords {cope for 
much animadverfion. © 
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* Religion,’ fays our author, * was confidered, by men of leat - 
ing and authority, chiefly as a matter of convenience; and the 
enguiry with thefn was, not whether the eftablifhed form was juit 
avd true; but whetlier it anfwered the purpofes of government : 
and they wete brought to conform, and by their example, give a 
fanStion, to the popular fuperftitions, from a vaih perfuafion, that 
they were ufeful.’ Pp. 71. ' 


“"This‘notion of religion cannot be too feverely reprobated ; but, 
from the hiftcry of the learned fince the Chriftian tera, we’ have a 
convincing proof that it was not confined to the philofophers of 


antiquity. 
Arguments ily, uftrative of the Ground and Credibility of the Chriftian 
‘ Religion. Sv. 15. 6d. Dilly. 1798. 


-S Avplan has beech Jong concerted by the verieft {pawn of vice, 
to: fubvert all order and government, and extirpate religion: to 
wage wat not only againft the conftituted authorities of this world; 
but to extend its ravage eveh to the next; a war not only againft 
earthly governments, but againft the majefty of heaven.” Pp? iii. 


From this fpecimen our readers may form an idea of the author’s 
ityle. He isa believet, in part only, of Barruel’s dreams, which, 
hé fays, are not perfeétly free from faults. ‘ He is too apt to con- 
found Chiiftianity with Romanifm !’ Tooapt to tonfound!—through- 
out his work, this is the leading idea; and we are furptifed that 
proteftants fhould be fo blind to this apology for the Romifly 
church; The fubftance of the prefent work is an abridgement of 
fome fermons delivered at Bampton’s lecture; and it contains a 
view of the arguments in favotr of Chriftianity, which may be 


profitably perufed by the younger clergys 


Sef Defence not inconfifent with the Precepts of Religion —T) he 
Subhance of @ Sermon, preached at Hawkfone Chapel, before the 
teva Troops of North Shropfhire Yeomanry Cavalry, September 255 
1798 ; the Day of the Prefentation of their Standard. By the 
Rev. Richard. De Courcy: to. ts. . Cadell aad Davies, 


Mr, De Courty ably proves the pofition ftated in the title- 
page; ahd, though he deplores war as a great evil, he proves its 
lawfulnefs in particular circumftances, while he as freely acknow- 
jedzes that * nothing can juftify the commencement of war bat the 
jaws of felf-defence and {elf-prefervation.’ 


© Fn thort,’ fays hé, * the falfe principlé, that I am combating, 
which affeéts to be pious and pacific at the expence and at the 
rifque of.all that is deaf atid faéred in law, government, and relit 
gioti, ‘tere it carfied to the extreme, would fuperfede all the de- 
treet of criminal juftice, as well.as the execution of them ; would 
convert the magiftrate, who ought to be “a terrour to evil-doers,” 
itito a thefé C¥plier, and Thefally make him “ bear the word ‘in 
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vain"’——the very objet, which the fons of faétion and infurrec« 
tion are conftantly aiming at, in all their fraudful or violent efforts 
to overturn all legitimate government. We might then too, were 
this’ peaceful principle to direét the economy and the arms of the 
nation, as well as its laws,—we might then, to fhew, truly ! our 
averfion from war, unman the invincible fleets of England, break 
up her wooden walls, difband her armies, and inftead of being: 
the emprefs of the ocean, fuffer her hitherto triumphant flag to be 
infulted, her ports invaded, and her commerce annihilated! Or, 
were it thought neceflary to keep up any force by fea and land, 
yet never to ufe it, even in a way of defence! aud all-this again, 
to prove our love of peace! How delighted would France be to 
fee fuch principles prevail amongf{t us, and to behold Great Britain 
changed into a nation of quietifts! How foon would the plant her 
fatal tree of liberty in the very heart of our country, and water its 
root with copious ftreams of bl6od fram the guillotine! How foon 
would her favage fons be invited with barbarous feftivity to dance 
a carmagnole, round the funeral pile deitined to confume to afhes 
the laft remains of Britaip’s glory ip the chartered rights of her go- 
vernment and religion, and with them, every veftige and every do- 
cument of her exiftence as a free nation!’ Pp, 9. 


. He-then proceeds with a torrent of eloquence to declaim againft 
the principles and conduét of our inveterate enemy... No-tepic is 
omitted which could be fuppofed ufeful to animate and direét. the 
zeal of thofe whor he was addreffing.. In doing this, he launches: 
into a wide field of political difcuffion, which fome may think un- 
neceflary to his purpofe, and indecorous in his fituation. We 
muft, however, give him full credit for the purity of his motives, 
and the ardour of his loyalty and zeal. 

In the concluding part of the fermon fome handfome compli- 
ments are. paid to the Salopian corps; to fir Richard Hill who 
gave, and to Mrs. Corbet who prefented, the ftandard to major 
Hill the commandant. 


On the Advantages which refult from Chriftianity ; and on the In 
feuence of Chriftian Principles on the Mind and Conduf. By 
Fames Cowe, M.A. Sc. 8vo. 25, Robfon. 1799. 


The fubftance of this difcourfe was delivered at Sunbury in fe- 
veral fermons. The writer has defcanted on the advantages of 
Chriftianity in an impreflive manner ; and the publication may be 
ufeful to many readers. 


Four Sermons, preached at the Fifth General Meeting of the Mif- 


fionary Society, May 8.9, 10, 1799: by the Rev. F. Findlay, 
the Rev. F. Tomer, the Rev. F. Moog and the Rev. G.C. 
Brodbelt, Sv0. 25. 6d. Chapman. 1499. 


Goed men may differ about the beft mode of communicating 
religions inftruction to the unenlightened, and with regard to the beft 
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field. for miffionary exertions; but the object itfelf, which Octas 
fionéd the formation of this fociety, is confeffedly laudable, and 
we are happy to learn that it has met with the countenance, if not 
the actual encouragement, of the sulers-of the ftate. 

» SPhefe: fermons are pious and evangelical, and are formed upon 
the Calviniftic plan. Thofe of Meflis. Findlay and Moody are, 
we think, the beit. The difcourfe of Mr. Brodbele is animated, with 
afew ectentricities ; but in that of Mr. Tozer eccentricities are fo 
blended as to adapt it to the meridian of the Tabernacle in Moor- 
fields. 

_» Without coherence or connection, we find this preacher intros 
ducing in ote part of his difcourfe a ftring of detached verfes from 
hymns of different authors. In various parts, he aims at the de- 
fcriptive and fublime. The following is a fpecimen: 


“© See,” fays unbelief, how awfully they rife ; mountains behind 
Mountains, they invade the fkies; they reach in awful perfpeétive 
to the utmoft limits ; they pain the wearied eye, the dejeéted and 
dpitated heart. Do we turn our eyes towards Europe; what 
monftrous mountains prefent themfelves to ou view! Here are 
Mounzains of pop'fh fuperftition, ancient and deep rooted; there 
by their fide mountains of deifm and atheifm rife, as fo many ter- 
rible volcanots belching out their fires and defolating the plains. 
Here mountains of horrid war and blood, more terrible than Afri- 
cah mountains of prey ; there mountains of proplianenefs and im- 
penitence, which border upon the bottomlefs pit. Here mountains 
ef*coldnefs and formality among the profeflors of religion, moun- 
tains of ice, and there mountains of divifion and contention, crag- 
gy, difcouraging anddangerous. And if civilized Europe, Chriftian 
Europe fo called, prefents fuch obftacles, how can we with any 
probability of fuccels, enterprize aught in Afia or Africa, or the 
heathen parts.of America? Look around the coafts of the Medi- 
terranean Sea, where in primitive times the mountain of the Lord’s 
Houfe ftood beautiful above the mountains; and there (except 
where the Greek church fends forth its feeble prayers, or where 
popery, deifm and atheifm fpread their pavilions on the mountains, 
Or here and there a few pagan tribes have pitched their tents), 
Mahomet has built his mofques on the top of every mountain, and 
every one is hottility i:felf to the Son of God. Look further, with 
what is the earth filled but mountains of heathenifh idolatry, on thé 
tops of which they worfhip the hofts of heaven, at the foot of 
which they facrifice their wives and their children unto devils. 
Mountains thefe, imacceffible to our bands, through invidious In- 
dian caits; ancient prejudices, and the blindnefs and enmity of the 
haman heart; fo thas the world lieth in wickednefs and bordereth 
upon everlafting deftruction, Add to all, the Jewifh tribes, who 
nwift in the fulnefs of time be called, are now wandering over 
thefe dark mouutains, or fortifying theatfelves in their ftrong holds 
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of infidelity on contiguous hils, denying the Lord of Glory, whom 
their forefathers crucified. ‘Thete obfervations, it muft be cons y 
| feffed, are melancholy, and as true as doleful’’ Ps 38. 5 6 
We confign fuch imagéry to thofe who are difpofed to ‘prefer 
the falfe fublime to the besutifol and unaffefted fimplicity which , 
z= is to be fouad inthe Scriptures. | aa eee 
: In the prefixed réport of the directors, we find the Janghage of 
confident expeétation as to the fuccefs of the fecond voyage, as’ 
well as of the miffionaries who had previoufly gone to Otahtite. 
Subfequent accounts, however, have informed us of thé capttre of 
, ’ the Duff, the return of the miflionaries who were on board, and the 
difperfion of thofé who trid gone to fettle on that ifland, We join 
in the hope that the digefors may profit by the difyppointment, and 
be better qualified than ever to mcet the difficulties and to mahagé 
the concerns of an undertaking which appears to require as uch 
wifdom as zeal. 


A Difcourfe delivered in the Church of Almondbury, in the WeR- 
Riding of the County of York, May 16, 1799, at the ConfittuPion 
and Dedicaiion of the Allmanns Lodge of Free and decepted Ma- 
fons. By the Rev. Richard Munkhafe, D. D. Bva ts. 
Hurft. 1799. 





The former part of this fermon contains many good. exhorta- 
tions fuited to the text (“ Let your light thine before men,” &¢.)} 
' ; and which are generally applicable to all profeffors of the Chriftian 

faith, To us, who remain among the uninitiated, it may. be difhe 
cult to perceive what there is in thefe exhortations which. requ red 
to be peculiarly addrefied to Free-Mafons; for certainly, the pre- 
cepts and commands of the Gofpel are, of themfeives, fufficiently 
comprehenfive to adapt themfelves to all the conditions and cir 
cuniftances of life; nor do they ftand in need of ang addition from 
the peculiar injunttions or rules of any fociety. Indeed, when the ‘ 
y preacher {peaks of the mafonic inftitution as not only *cofineiding 
with, and inculeating upon its members, the peculiar precepts of 
our moft holy religion, but alfo frenuoutly enforcing its exclufue 
charadteriftic obligations,’ as we pretume not todive into the myftic 
fecrets of the order, we can only fay that this part,of the fubject: 
muft be loft upon thofe who are not withia the pale of the fociety. 
’ Dr. Munkhoufe, while he ftrenuoufly entorces caution in-thetee 
commendation and admillion of members, and feilesthe oppertus 
wity of making a pompous difplay of his loyalty, appears anxioully: 
folicitous to remove the unfavourable impretiion which the charges: 
brought by Barrnel and Rebifon againit the Ilaminatiand mafegic 
lodges on the continent may have made gn the thinds of any againtt. 
the inftitution of mafonry in general, and the conftitution. of the. 
Britifh lodges in parti¢ular, | ; “ 
: Referring, in his advertifement, to the reftrictive claufes in a, 
late aét of parliament, refpe@ting public or private focieties (and 
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which, he intimates, he had not feen), he expreffes his affurance 
that ‘the regulations, de what they may, will be found to be expe- 
Cont falutary, and neceffary.’ Such is the unqualified and impli- 
70 repofed by this geptleman in the wifdom of our legiflators, 
this plan, members of parliament might difcard the idea of 
Epon tis to their conttituents, ? 
_. When Dr. Munkhoufe advifes his heaters to ¢ perform the duties 
ty their lodge by perfecting themfelyes in the work of the craft, and 
applying and fpiritualifing the various ingenious emblems, to 
improve the myftical ufe of the different implements of operative 
mafonry,’ we muft take our leave, as we do not profefs ourfelves 
myftics. Let fuch as have a greater fondnefs for myfticifm, alle- 
fine and {piritualifing enblems, than ourlelves, improve upon thefe 
ints. 


Vindication of the Church of England ; intended as a Refutation 
of the Arguments advanced by Mr. Towgood in Support of the 
_ Principles on whieh he grounds his Diffent. By T. Andrews. 
Sv0. 156 Ode Cadell ax/ Davies, 1799. 


The arguments in general are deferving of the confideration of 
the ferious diffenter ; ‘but our readers: will probably think with us 
that the reafoning in the following extract is not juflifiable. 


‘Is there no difference between him who ditturbs and infults 
the eftablithed religion of a country, and him who only flights or 
difregards its legiflators? is he who robs another of his “ purfe, 
equally guilty with him who would (if poflible) rob him’ of his re- 
ligton? or is it q fmaller crime to offend God than our neighbour ?. 
Then why fhould the man (I had almoft faid the wretch) who re- 
viles and infults religion, aid annoys and interrupts the profeffors 
of it, be thought deferving of a fmaller punifhment than he who 
only injures the Property Gf individuals ? and fuch are they who 
are threatened with thefe punifhments. “ That if any perfon fhall, 
hy open words, declare or {peak any thing to the derogation, de- 
praving, or defpifing the book of cominon prayer, &c. he fhall for 
the firft offence forfeit an hundred marks, for the fecond four 
hundred - marks, and for the third all his goods and chattels, and 
fhall fuffer imprifonment during life.” For a proof that this is not 
repugnant to the fpirit of Jefus Chrift aud the apoftles, witnefs the 
punithment of Ananizs and Sapphira—and the inftance of our 
blefled Saviour, who with a fcourge drove out of the temple thofe 
wha had prophaned it by making it “ a houfe of merchandize,” 
2 30. 

How is the religion of any country to be reformed if thote 
who fpeak in derogation of it are to be thus punithed? Heathens, 
atcording to this fyftem, were juttified in all their perfecutions ; 
and, though fuch punifhments appearon the law-books of Eng~ 
iad, it is creditable to the country that no one is to be found 
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defirous of exa¢ting the fines. The people of England make a juft 
diftinétion between the difturbance. of civil order, and a mere dif- 
fent from the eftablifhed church; and we prefume that no jury 
would. have brought.in Mr. Towgood guilty under the law; for 
what he has urged (in our opinion as well as in that of this —t 
is erroneoufly) on the burial fervice, 


LA W. 


A —— Digeft of the Eleftion Laws. By Robert Orme. Ber . 
gs, 6d. Bound. Pheney. 


Every accurate compilation relative to the laws of eleétion cannot 
but be highly acceptable to the practifing members of the legal pro- 
feffion ; and, with this idea, Mr. Orme introduces his digeft to the 
notice of the reader, 


‘ The aéts of parliament and refolutions of the houfe of com- 
mons, relating to the law of parliamentary election, are now become 
fo numerous, and the cafes decided by fele& committees appointed 
under the late Mr. Grenville’s aét, fill fo many volumes of reports, 
that an apology for‘a digeft, drawn from thefe fources and adapted 
to practical ufe, will not, it is prefumed, be required. 

¢ The want of fych a compilation was produétive of confiderable 
inconvenience at the laft general election, and in the fubfequent 
committees. A fhare of that inconvenience fell to the editor, and 
was the occafion of the labour which has produced this publication, 
It was dire&ted to no other obje& than that of being ufeful to him- 
felf, and affording inflructive amufement for his leifure hours. But, 
influenced by the perfuafion of his friends, and the reflection that 
his induftry would be more happily exerted, if at the fame time it 
could be rendered ufeful to others, he has been induced to enlarge 
his plan, and endeavour to make it acceptable to the public. Al- 
though the undertaking has required the facrifice of more time, than 
he originally conceived would have been neceflary to devote to it, 
and confequently occafioned fome inconvenience to himfelf; yet 
he has {pared neither pains nor time, to render the work complete 
and accurate to the extent of his defign.’” P. iii. 


Of the authoritative and well-written books on the fubjeé of 
ele&tions, the prefent work is not the leaft ufeful. 


The Praéice of the Court of King’s Benci in Perfonal ABtons. Vall. 
"By William Tidd, E/q. 2 Vols. 8vo. il, 1s. Boards, Butter- 
worth. 1799. 


Mr, Tidd’s book of practice has jufily received the applaule of 
the profeflors of the law, for corre€tnefs of information, propriety 
of method, and perfpicuity of ftyle, A new impreflion of thisiwork - 
has been demanded; and the author has taken the oppertialty vs 
increafing its utility to the profeffional reader. 


‘ In the prefent edition, many alyerations have been made. ~The 
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mode of proceeding by bill in trefpafs, if not the moft ancient, being 
that which.is noft commonly ufed, is now treated of, as well as the 
proceedings by bill againft prifoners and attornies, before the mode 
of proceeding by original writ. Other parts of the work have been 
confiderably enlarged, and particularly thote which treat of aétions 
and declarations; of the doétrine of arreft; of the proceedings 
agaimit the fheriff, to compel him to return the writ and bring in.the 
body ; ; of attornies, and the mode of their ad:miflion, with their du- 
ties, privileges, and difabilities ; of the practice on motions, and the 
judgment and execution againft heirs and tertenants, &c. The 
whole has been carefully revifed, and fuch corrections made as-ap- 
peared to be neceffary ; and ali the cafes which have been deter 
mined fince the publication of the former edition, are incorporated 
in the prefent, together with feveral new rules of couri, and modern 
acts of parliainent. A copious analytical index is fubjoined, fhew- 
ing at ene view the connection and order of the different proceed~- 
ings.’ P: xiv. 

The alterations and additions are creditable to the judgement of 
Mr. Tidd; and his index fs a good {pecinyen of analytical arranges 
ment. 


4 Charge delivered to the Grand Fury, at the Affizes holden at Ely, 
on Wednefday the 27th Day of March1799. By Henry Gwillim, 
Efg. Chief Fuftice of the Ifle of Ely. gto. 15, Od. Butter~ 
worth, 1799. 

This chatge is, upon the whole, creditable to the magiftrate by 
whom it was delivered, for the truth of its remarks and the perti« 
nency of its illuftrations. It contains, however, fome philippics 
againft the abftract rights of man, and fuggeftions of the danger of 
reading newfpapers on a certain fide of the queftion, which would 
have better fuited the time when the defultory epigrams of Thomas 
Paine, arid the fquibs of popular prints, were really the fubjeéts of 
alarm. 


MEDICINE, &. 


Clinical LeGures delivered in the Years 176 5 and 1766. By Wil- 
liam Cullen, M. D. fe. Taken in : Short. hand by a Gentlem an who 
attended. Sve. 6s. Boards. Lee and Hurt. 


The clinical le€&tures of Dr, Cullen are undoubtedly salenile.. 
His fagacity, the extent of his views, his candor and his judge- 
ment, deferve great commendation ; yet the utility of publifhing 
clinical le€tures may be doubted. The recollection of the patient’s 
appearance, indeed, and the ftate of his fymptoms, are renewed in 
the mind of the obferver; and he learns to correé, by the matured 
judgement of the profeflor, the crude ideas which he may have 
formed of the diteafe, and the plan of cure. This, however, pre- 
fuppofes the pupil's examination of the patient; and this advantage, 
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which is one of the greateft in attending clinical leftures, cannot be 
conveyed by their publication. ° Yet the publication is not without 
its utility. Dr, Cullen, in particular, led his pupils by the hand in 
the great object of diftin@ion. He analyfed each fymptom, fhowed 
its tendency, and pointed out the fallacies to which the want of a 
proper difcrimination would lead; at the fame time tracing with 
equal care the leading fteps of the cure, and fhowing the difad- 
vantages that would arife from any error. In this way each cafe is 
an example of the beft analyfis, and includes not only the dire& in- 
ftruétion, but indire&t rules for the conduét of the practitioner in 
other inftances. 

The lectures now publifhed are undoubtedly genuine, and, in 
general, correctly taken ; but, from the want of clinical reports, they 
are imperfeét, and, froin the errors oftthe prefs, fometimes fcarcely 
intelligible, At the early period when they were taken, the author’s 
fyftem was not fully matured, and many valuable years of experi- 
ence had not arrived. Yet, on the whole, we fee in this volume 
the rudiments of his future doétrines; and thefe fhow a confiftency 
and fteadinefs for which Dr. Cullen’s enemies have not given him 
credif. On the whole, this work will be valuable to the admirers 
of the profeffor, whofe fame feems already evanefcent, and who, 
had not the too great eagernefs of injadicious pupils blafted his 
laurels, might have lived to an dra, when Boerhaave would have 
been no longer remembered. 


An Effay on the Nature‘and Treatment of a Putrid Malignant Fever : 
which prevailed at Warwick, and in the Neighbouring Villages, in 
the Year 1798. By George Lipfcomb. 8vo. 2:. 6d. *Riving- 


tons. 1799. 


The epidemic, defcribed by Mr. Lipfeomb, was highly putrid and 
afthenic. It feemed, in his hands, f{cascely to admit even an emetic, 
unlefs it was adminiftered very early, or when the attack took place, 
after a full meal. Petechie came on rapidly, and fometimes the 
whole fcene Was concluded within thirty hours, Yet there are fome 
anomalies not very reconcileable with experience: the petechi# are 
reprefented as almoft critical; and diarrhoea fometimes appears to 
have come on, and, if carefully regulated, to have continued with 
advantage; yet the patients were funk by laxatives We fufpect 
that the laxatives were not properly chofen or carefully adminilteted 
in the beginning, when they appeared to be injurious. 

The fever was an uncommon appearance at Warwick. Kt 
feemed to arife from canals, dug in the neighbourhood, which are 
only in part finiihed, and in which the water is confequently ftag- 
nant. Some ftreams of running water from newly-eftablifhed ma- 
nufactories may alfo have produced it; but, though we know that 
water of every kind evaporating from a drying furface will produce 
fever, we have no evidenoe that the fame effect will follow mney 


water, 
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On the whole, we are not much -pleafed with this effay. It is 
immoderately extended ; for ten pages would have contained ali 
the new information. ‘We have reafon alfo to {ufpect the author 
of fome prejudice i in favour of his owo plans; yet we ought not to 
| reject what is uncommon becavufe it is fo; for nature is infinitely 
various in her fufferings and her refources; but.we may expreis a 
with that circumftances fo extraordinary were {upported bp other 
witnefles. 


Critical Examination of the Firft Part of Lavoifter’s Elements of 
Chemi fr ye 8vo. 15. Wright. 


This is an elegant and judicious criticifm, though the writer has 
been anticipated in many of his remarks. We have a claim to the 
priority in fome, Dr. Dickfon in others, and fome’ of the oppo- 
nents of the new fy{tem in various obfervations, Our author’s 
original remarks, however, fhow him to. be an able philofopher. 
Some of the objections to Lavoifier’s doftrine of the caloric have 
been removed by later experiments; and the examinant does not 
mean to attack the whole doétrine, his objeét being only to notice a 
few errors and inconfiftencies. 


EDUCATION. 


An Effay on the Education of Youth. By Fohn Evans, A.M. &e. 
Sv. 15. Symonds. | 


Mr. Evans has opened a feminary for boarding and educating 
ten young gentlemen on the moderate terms of forty guineas.a year ; 
and from the fketch before us, and his other publications, we 
do not doubt of his being well qualified for the ufeful and honor- 
able employment which he has undertaken. We might ufe the 
common compliment of withing him fuccefs, if it did not become 
us yather to congratulate the parents who are fortunate in placing 
their fons under fo good an inftruétor ; and we look forward with 
pleafure to the time when this effay thall be improved by the ex, 
perience of the writer in his plan of education. 


Biography for Beys; or, Characteriftic Hiftories : calculated to im- 
prefs the Youthful Mind with an Admiration of Virtuous Princis 
ples, aud a Detefation of Vicious Ones, By Mrs. Pilkington, 
I2mo. 25. Vernor and Hood. 1799. 


Biography for Girls ; or, Moral and Inftruftive Examples, for Young 
Ladies. By Mrs. Pilkington: 12mo. 25. Vernor and Hood, 


1799: 


» We have perufed thefe little volumes with plesfure; and we are. 
_ of opinion that the ftories which they contain are calculated to pro- 
duce the impreffions propofed by the worthy. and indefatigable als 
thorefs. 
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POET R YX. 


ike Rape of the Faro-Bank: an AeveisConical Poem, in’ Snel 
Cantos. 800, 25. 6d. Barnes. 


A long pbem upon a temporary fubjeét, which, even when it 
was frefh, could intereft few. perfons.—We extract that part in 
which the author difplays his appyopriate learning : the fcientific 
phrafes may be correét; but, a8 we are not in the number of the 
initiated; we are not expected to underftand them. , 


* The beau a Jivret in his hand now takes, 

The fatal cards the wary prieftefs thakes ; 
Next from his /uite the chofen card he drew, 
And the ftak’d couche upon another threw. 

Ten {plendid pieces of the richeft ore, 

Plac’d in a pile; compos’d the ventur’d ftore, 
All now prepar’d, the prieftefs haftes to deal, 
And in their turns the.cards prefenting tell ; 

Th’ affiftant prieftefs viewing ev’ry coup, 

That from her hand tlie beauteous tai/eur threw. 
The firft events the knight’s bold hopes confound, 
Thrice mighty faro dath’d them to the ground ; 
Thrice from before him vanifh'’d the pil’d gold, 
Yet the fourth ftake he with new fpirit told. 
Another card quick from his livret took, 
Another pack = croupier ready fhook : 

Then down again his choice 1 hero flung, 
And on the coming coup attentive hung ; 
When to his view a welcome fight appears, 

His card victorious, the wifh’d triumph bears. 
The partial fottune all his courage fires, 

To win paroli boldly he afpires : 

Nor could he the fo flatt’ring thought difcard, 
’Till having bent a corner of his card ; 

His eager hopes the dazzling: prize obtain, 

And but to raife new projects {till more vaio. 
For lo! again the pliant card he bends, 

Again upon uncertain chance depends ; 

Yet luck again th’ afpiring wifh fupplies, 

And a /ept et le va flames before his eyes: . . 

* Succels, the warriour to great deeds in{pires, 
Succefs, the lover with frefh ardour fires; 
The fame fuccefs fpurs on the flighty beau, 
With bolder coura ey and new hope to glow. 

‘ For now confiding wholly in his art, A 
To high guinze et te va {wells his beating heart gor, 
Inftant the third incurvature he makes, 
The card feteéted from hi§ livret takes; 
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The deftin’d card by which he feeks the prize, 
Dealt on the left of the fair prieftefs lies. 

The winning ponte extends his hands on high, 
And to his voice the lofty domes reply. . 

Mean while by former conquefts made quite vain, 
He fcorns all caution with a proud diidain ; 


_ And curving the laft angle of his card, 
_ In thought fuccefsful for Aente et le vg warr'’d.’  P. 18, 


Caldron, or Follies of Cambridze. A Satire. 8vo. 1%. 
Robinfons. | 


¢ *Mid Scotia’s wilds, unknowing and unknown, 
On filent wing my noon of life has flown, 
And evening bears me with declining light 
To the dread confines of fepulchral night, 
That clofes round with deep and deeper gloom, 
And palls me in the darknefs of the tomb. 
Yet now, e’en now, when life in every figh 
Ebds, and the day-fpring mocks my clofing eye, 
Care haunts me flumbering on the couch of death, 
And the world mingles with my late{t breath. 
For thee, my fon, I fear, whom Science calls 
From thy fafe home, from thefe paternal walls, 
To cloifter’d fhades, where with alternate charms 
Inftruétion pleads, and pleafure founds alarms. 
Still o’er thy fature doom fond fancy roves, 
Conjecture ftrays in academic groves, 
And ceafelefs thougkts my vain defire renew 
The living forms of firen vice to view, 
Ah! bootlefs hope t’explore the facred page 
Which Nature opens to reflecting age, 
When vague encomium rolls her tumid phrafe, 
And ftuns enquiry with the fhouts of praife ! 
A thoufand tongues have echoed Granta’s fame, 
But who fhall {peak her follies and her fhame? 


‘Thefe once portray’d, my ready tafk were done, 


That needs not diétate what to feek, but fhun: 
Such the fair promife of thy youthful years, 
Such the glad record of thefe grateful tears. 

¢ Dread, vifionary queen, whofe cleady car 
At eve dim-twinkles thro’ the dufky air, 
And ye, the Weird Sifters, ye whofe wand 
Or potent vice the aérial tribes command, 
Whofe fpell the wants of abfence can fupply, 
And feaft on fcenes remote the curious €ye, 
Oh! may foft pity move You to difplay 
The maze where pedants ftalk, or idlers ftray : 
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With intuition’s eye the Mufe endow, 

Nor let me gaze to wonder, but to know. 

So fhall my glance the chart of: vice diftern, 
Read from the life, and by infpection. learn : 

So fhall my parting words have ftrength to fave, 
And all the father caution from the grave.’ PB, 6. 


Thefe lines are a fufficient {pecimen of the poem, not fo dull as 
to require harth cenfure, or fo animated as to be twice read, or to 


be remembered. 
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Miracles: a Seatonian Prine Poem. By William Bolland, M. A. 


4fo. 1s. Rivingtons. 


The poem opens thus : 


* Of deeds divine bevond the narrow view 
Of mortal intelle&, of. wonders ftrange, 
By which the mighty Ruler of the world 
Was pleas’d to manifeft his will to man 
Tn tokens undeniable; whofe, truth 
Flath’d ftrong conviétion on the clouded fight 
Of blind Idolatry ; bent the ftiff knee 
Of ftubborn Infidelity, and forc’d 
E’em Satan's felf to recognize the works ; 
Of Miracles I fing--Spirit of light ! 
That thro’ this world of darkneis guid’{t my Reps, 
Aad, pointing'to a bieeding Saviour’s wounds, 
Bid’ft me to lope for life bevond the grave,+— 
Pure Faith !—to thee I call—teach me to fing 
The great Jehoyali! Blot fram Mem’ry’s page 
‘Phe trifing characters by Folly’s hand 
Imprinted there; nor, in the fileat hour 
Of {facred meditation, on my mind 
Suffer th’ unwelcome fancy to obtrude 
Unhallow’d thoughts; let no unholy doubr, 
Bred in the fertile, but diftemper’d, brain 
Of modern fophiftry, prophane my verfe; 
But, led by thee—Oh! may the grateful Mute , 
Approach with modeft ftep the throne of grace, 
And offer up with dye humility 
Her wibyte to the Majefty of God.’ p, 1. 


The whole of the piece is equally Sagely in verfifcation, and 


equally barren of irhages. 


dn Interview between the Spirit of Pope and the Shade that afumed 
his Name. Svo. 6d. Hatchard. 1799. 


We here meet with.tolerable linesupon a worthlefs fubje@t. The 
annexed extract is the beft part of -this little poem. . 


/ 








464 Monrary Cavatoéve, 

* Thy ftrains on folly’s whirlwind drive along; 
In all the {wol’n inanity of fong: 
So on the gale the air-blown bubble flies, 
Confus’dly painted with a thoufand dyes : 
Its orb awhile the varying colours blends, 
Then burfts, and in a dirty drop defends. 
Borne in bombaftic flights thy favour'd bard, 
To his own plaudits finds his full reward, 
Paints in phofphotic light on phrenzy’s wall, 
Sees whiten’d cliffs, hears words and waters baw]; 
Joins things difcordant with perverted tafte, 
‘Wifely contrafts the wildernefs and wafte, 
While tortur’d fenfe and wearied judgment mourn, 
Of {fplendid nonfenfe, this fevere fojourn. 
On monftrous fhapes and figures madly mix'd 
Stares folly’ eye in ftupid wonder ‘fix’d ; ) 
Attentive duncés drink thé nanfeous chime, 
And find in phrenzy’s dreams the true fublime.’ p, 8. 


DR A A: 
| The Caftle of Montval, a Tragedy, in five As, as it is now pers 


forming with univerfal Applaufe at the Theatre-Royal Drury- 
Lane. By the Rev. T. S. Whalley. 800. 256d, Phillips. 1799. 


The old ftory of a father confined by his fon, after a pretended 
funeral, told in the lamentable monotony with which our tragedies 
have been infeéted finte the time of Rowe+—We extraét one of 
the moft important fcenes in the play. 

Scene changes to the Dungeon: 

© Prifoner, It can’t be far from morn ! This precious light, 

Precious! becaufe het angel! hand beftow’d it, 
Is nigh extinét !—I thought I could have boriie 
This fhort delay with a more equal mind ! 

Oh! that I might but prefs her to’ my heaft, 
And call her !—But my guardian fpirit comes ! 

© Counte/s. Thou vérierable man, whoe’er thou art ; ; 
I come to lead thee to the cheatful day ! 

But time is fhort, and citcutmftances prefs ! 


* Prifoner, My tutelary angel! I obey | 
[As he is going out with her, enter tibial « saith a 


yi: Dagger in his Hand.] 
That villain here! Then Heav'n indeed defend us! 
_ * Lapont. Aye! fay your prayers, for you have need of them ! 
© Counte/s (advancing). Infolent wretch ! What means this bold 
intrufion ? 
How dare you fet yourfelf to watch my ftepe ! 
Villain avaunt! and never face me more !— 
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© Lapont (awe frruck a moment, afide) “ What, fall I faker 
at a woman’s frown !” 
Perhaps, indeed, we ne’er may meet again ! 
‘ Counte/:. Obdurate moniter! I can guefs thy purpofe ' 
That dagger and thy face are well agreed ! 
The midnight murderer is mark’d by both! 
[As he advances towards her, fie fleps back, and 
draws a Dagger from her Bofom.y _ 
Affaffin, look !—I have a dagger too ! 
But to defend, not murder innocence ! 
Advance one ‘ftep, and I will ftrike thee dead ! 
* Lapont (afide) ** My fate is fix’d, there’s no retracting now !”” 
Imperious woman! thus I anfwer thee ! 

[He rufles om her, and attempting ta Seize the Dag- 
ger with which fhe attempts to flrike him; in the 
frruggle it falls.] 

* Counte/s. Audacious ruffian ! 
* Lapont. This to prove me fo. : 

[As he feines her by the Arm, and is about to plunge 
his Dagger in her Bofom, the old Prifoner takes 
up that which kad fallen, and plunges it in hip 

3 Side. Lapont falls.) 
_ © Prifoner. Thus righteous Heav’n affifts the feeble arm ! 
© Lapont. Oh! damn’d furprife! may hell and furies feize thee t 
Vengeance and horror! But I will not die! 
I ain not prepar’d. [ Trying to rife, falls and expires.] 
‘ Prifoner. Alas! thou art not prep 
To meet the juftice of offended Heav’n! 
“ Counte/s. Quick, let us haften from this dreadful dungeon. 
¢ Priforer, My feeble limbs, exhaufted by this effort, 
Refufe their office !—I mutt reft awhile ! : 
‘ Counte/:. Nay, lean on me! L-pray you lean on me! 
I will {upport you! and in juftice ought, 
Since but for you I were a lifelefs corfe ! 
[Exeunt Soro! hy, Sue Sepparting him. 


The Prifeier si or, the Refemblance. ( From the French. ) A Comic 
Opera, in one 48. Adapted to; the Englifi Stage by Henry 
Heartwelt, Efg. ° Se. 1s. Cadell and Daviess §1799«°> 


‘ This alteration of a'favourite French drama fetins to bé well 
adapted to the Englifh ftage. Blinval, the prifoner, has diftovered 
a fecret paflage from his prifon into the governor's houfe. There , 
he paffés for a vifitant ; and the extraordinary refemblance produces 
fome > good. {cenes, ohe of which we will extraé&t. 


} Enter the Governor. 
tae. Ha! here: you are; well, I’m not tardy, 5a perceives 
slofe at the heels of my billet. Oh! there's the captain ;_ he'll not 
bs forry to join hands with an o/d veteran, who has “deferved well 
Crir, Rey. Vor. XXXVI.‘ Nov. 1799. “OB 


* 
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of his Country, and who enjoys a fnug retreat, a chearful health, 
and a good flafk of Lachrimachrifti, to fight paft battles over, Inq 
troduce usy widow ; I want to talk about my laft. campaigns.. 

« Mrs. Bet. Confin, our friend the governor—captain Murville.. 

* Blin. (putting up his papers) Eh! who!. O, I beg pardon, L 
was abiforbed in a dull calenlation. 

‘ Gov. (advancing to him) I interrupt you, fir; but—(farts 
back and flares) ena—how—this is confounded ftrange.(rudding his 
eyes) is that captain Murville ! 

© Mrs. Bel. Certainly; governor, my coufin Murville, 
© Gow. Well, its aftonithing | I. could have fworn—/(afde) if 
Tdsnot feen him in the fouth tower, and infpected the walls; if I 
had not the keys—(jingling them in his coat-pocket). 

(Blinval ald this time looks the Governor full in the face, and 
turns occafionally, with affected furprife, to Mrs. Belmont.) 

-* Blin. Um fortunate in attracting your notice—(laughing)— 
Prithee, widow, what can this mean ? 

-© Gow (to Mrs, Bel.) Pardon, fair neighbour, but your coufin 
calls to.my mind.fo forcibly the features of a young officer, I have 
but feldom feen ’tis true » but—(Jaughiag) ha, ha, ha, ha! it only 
proves how one may be deceived. 

‘ Biia, And this young officer— ts 

* Gov. (laughiay) Ha, ha, ha, ha! is at this moment between 
four high-walls—there—not ten yards from us, in the fouth tower, 
@. 1a, ha, ha, ha! and you fuppofed he'd leaped your bar- 
rier, Swag the wet ditch, and wiven your whitker’d fentries fleep- 
ing ‘drapghts. Faith, if you’*e got him once in the fouth tower— 

S Gov. Ha, ha, ha, ha! 7 ive him if he efcapes. 

© Blin. You may venture—t have inifpected its fecurity—~ 

‘ Gov, Then you muft know he is as dyug.as belts, walls, chains, 
and centinals, can keep him. : | 

‘ Mrs. Bel. Poor wretch! You tregt him too. feverely.. 

‘ Gov. Faith, my orders are ftriét, bat I foften as much as pof> 
fible the rigours of his captivity : Huriranity has a command’ over 
“me ‘friétas the xing’ and I am equally Tubfervient to her mage 
dates. 
© Mire Bet. N€ho is-your prifoner ? 

* Gov. Blinval, lieutenant of aufflars; about your confin’s age. 

‘ Biin,. al! I know him.well;, we ferved.i ia the fame corpsy. 
ufed the fame. tent, apd were never afunder. 

_* Gov, Well, isp sere forme likenefs * 

* Blin. Aftoni we were fuppofed of the faroe. Birth; F 
was always hime 

“ Gov. I believe it; but there'g'a difference ; “you have more. 
BAYH PO more fenfe ; dt has the look of a wild rattling take—a ay 
Cox 









- 


en Bad, You fed bit fo, reek 05 | 
“& Gow, No, no; J judge from phyfiognomy ;. but he's i idee 
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nate, and I’m to blame; all the charges are ferious, and I’m afraid 
it muft go hard. 

¢ Mrs, Bel. What a pity! 

¢ Blin, I’m as mmach griev’d as if were myfelf—we were fach 
friends. 

© Gov. Were you fo} ? Then [’ve a mind--there can be no great 
rifque-——but you muft promife to be fecret. 

** Blin. What do ‘you mean? 

$ Gov. (¢o Mrs. Bel.) I fhould like much to fee them ae toge> 
ther; he fhall fap here. 
iow Blin, Sup here !—Blinval !— 

© Mrs. Bel. It will be very kind, and 1 thank Lg: attention to 
my coufin. 

~ © Blin. @ don't wad me ; but you're joking ; bicanetincmesit' 
‘too clofe. . 

* Gov. I with to give you this firkt proof of my-chifideriten and 
efteem. 

* Blin. (embarrafed) OQ, you "re too good ; but you. muft not 
think of it: we have quarrelied moft furionfly. 

‘ Gov. Quarrell’d! a-ba! there is my fort; I’m the beft hand in 
Naples at an accommodation.— You /hall be friends. 

* Blin. I can never fee him. 

* Gov. You faall be friends. 

* Blin. We two can’t meet. 

* Blin. (afide) I have but ane dncidemiiai’ to my pri@n. 

*. Mrs. Bel. How happy this will make poor Blinval. Come, 
come, you muft oblige me, and be reconciled ; it is my firft _re- 
queft, I muft iafift on your compliance. 

‘ Blin. Ynfift ma’am! My injured honour brooks no interfer- 
ence. Seek not to thwart me-—fome dreadful confequences muft 
enfue—fome confequences you cannot forefee. Infift, ma’am' 
(/natches up a candle) I with you good night (rufles inte the bed- 
chamber, and locks his door),’ P. 24. 


~Whatis She? A-Comedy, in five As, as performed at the Treatre- 
Royal, Covent-Garden. 8vq. 24. Longman end Rees. 1799. 


A comedy more interefting in perufal than many modern pieces, 
not poflefing fufficient merit to laft beyond one feafon, yet with no 
faults fo prominent 4s to deferve particular cenfure. ’ 


Macbeth: A Tragedy. Written by Wiliam Shalfpeave, With 
Notes and Emendations, by Harry Rowe, Trumpet-Major to the 
High Sheriffs of Yorkhhire ; aud’ be fa Puppet-Show, ‘Be. 

~ 23. 6d. Vernor and Hood. ' 


Mr. Harry Rowe is by no means a timid editor ; he omits and 
‘tran{pofes, not upon any bazatdous conjedtureof. what Shak{peare 
wrote, but upon the bold conviction of what he ought totave w writ- 

2 Pneoril 9 G@A Meo cxotliae att wes 
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tens. Ye has aifo changed ‘ambiguous words for thofe of definite 
meaning. | 


aN: O Wek L, S,. .&e. 


Arabian Nights Eatertainments, 9c. .A New Edition corredted, 
4 Pols. 12710. Longman. 1798. 


: We only notice this edition of a performance which alike de® 


lights the innocente of youth atid the experience of age, on account 
of the.new preface, in which various obfervations on this collection ; 
of oriental ftories are introduced, Our information (New Arr, Vol, y, . 


VI. p.'298.) that’ M. Galland, had omitted many of the tales, as 
being offenfive to modefty, is here controverted ; but itis confirmy 
ed: by the recent publication, at Paris, of Galland’s fupplement. 
That information was probably derived from the work ¢alled— 
* Extras of Manufcripts in the French King’s Library.’ 


‘ Upon review, of the tranflation of the prefent fet it was found, 
that notwithftanding they had paffed through fo many editions they 
could only be faid to be done into Englith, Tt was thought advif- 
able to amend the ‘trahflation as much as was confiftent with the 
fimplicity of the original, without changing it into the florid ityte 
* of modern novelifts. The omiffions and inaccutacies of the firft } 
tranflator have been fupplied and corrected, and a few ORES of il-: 
luftration added, 
‘ How niany editions there have been of M. Galland’s tranfla- 
tion of this agreeable collection we cannot afcertain, ~The prefent 
edition’ of thé’ Englith tratifldtion is amended, and confiderably en- 
Jarged from the Paris edition of 1786, in fout volumes, duodecimo, 
which; in fome of the ‘ftories, particularly in that of Abon Haffan, 
&c. is nivel more copious, of the firft Enolith tranflator has omitted 
much. Itis néedlé{s to enlarge on the faults of othets: but we truft 
it will be eafily ‘petceived ‘how much a corre& tranflation was - 


wanted.? . Vol. i. p. xix. 


Wé 2 Ofphian ef *h® Rhine. » A-Romance, By Mr:, Sheath. 4 Vols, 
+ 899“ aimes 14s.’  Boakds, Lane. 1798, 


The: trettive ‘penitis and the défctiptive powers of Mrs, Rad- 
cliffe*have given confiderable' popul4rity to the modern’ romance ; 
and, even as critits, we have pertifed the productions of that au- 
thatefs wish tio fmall. degree of intereft and gratification. If; how- 
ever, -wvetHave Givaed jn foffering ourfelves.to be feduced by the 


hae NY sag of elegant. fiction, we endure a penance adequately 
re in the review of fuch vapid and fervile imitations as the Or- 


sis tre of the Rhi ine, ang other recent romances, 


1ao . Su OY! rs 
~ Eagtrties. or,| the, Pre ecepts of Prusentins é A Mor @l Tale. By % 
» Bidtabe;, A. B. Se. , tame. 25, bd. Chapman. 4799+ 


The rev. Mr. Bidlake is refpe€tably known in the literary world. 
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- The produdion before us isnot diftinguifhed: by variety of inci- 

dent or character, but is valuable for the found — which it 
inculcates, : 


~ 


eile ties LIST. 


Mifcellaneous Effays, Naval, Moral, Political, and Divine. By 
Alexander Duncan, D. D. €c.. 8v0. 35. Gardiner. ...£799-. 


In the firft effay; Dr. Duncan infers the divine favour to Great 


Britain from our {plendid naval viftories. The reader will per- 
ceive that, in this refpeét, the author undertakes a difficult tafk ; for 
the hiftory of the world muft have taught ‘him that the divine ‘plea- 
fure or wrath cannot juftly be inferred from profperous or adverfe 
fortune to dations or to individuals. 

The fecond effay offers fome confiderations for preferving the 
{pirit of the Britifi navy. Thefe confiderations refer to our fitu- 
ation, our commerce, and our fame; and the reverend author withes 
for the inftitution of feflivals, and the adoption of other meafures 

calculated to excite emulation:among our fearmen. 

The third effay points out religion as a proper foundation for the 
eftablifhment of good order in the navy. Our divine feems to con- 
fider the chaplain as the moft important officer in a thip. 

In the fourth eflay, our author endeavours, by trite declamation, 
to fhow that no permanent peace can be made by this country with 
the French direGtory, In the fifth, he defends the praétice of war 
from the Scriptures. He finds this eafily done from the Old Tefta- 
ment, but of more difficult accomplifament from the New Tefta- 
ment, His reafoning is a repetition of what has been frequently 
faid on the fubje&. This point, however, he enforces in the fixth 
effay ; and, in the feventh, he urges Great Britain to coatinue the 


war for ever rather than accept difhonourable terms of accommo-— 


dation. 

In the next effay we are urged to pray that the directory may be 
compelled to accept reafonable terms of peace. The title of this 
piece gave us fome furprife, as it feemed to be oppofed to the de- 
clamation ofthe fourth effay; but, as we proceeded, we were a 
little comforted, as it appears fill to be the author’s opinion, that, 
although we ought fo pray for peace with the directory, we ought 
to mean by that the-defruction of the direétory, as no pedce-cam 
be made with it; and all this he: aflerts in defiance of the forip- 
tural proof adduced by him, that Chriftianity enjoined obedience to 
the government: of Neso, and to azy government that may be we 
blithed. 

Of thefe effays in general we may obferve that the declmatiba, i is 
vulgar, the reafoning fhallow and ee and the language 


jnelegant and incorrég, 


a 
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| Lihoughts upon @ mew Coinage of ‘Silver, more efperially as it relates 
to ae Alteration in the-Divifion of the Pound Troy. ay a Banker. 
8v0. 2s. 6d. Sewell. 1798. 


This writer is of opinion, * that any change of the ftandard coin 
is a ferious evil. to a country ;' and he apprehends that a reform in 
‘ money, ¢ like a reform in politics, may lead to a labyrinth of con- 
fifion and perplexity.’ He enforces thefe fentiments by 2 paflage 
from Saavedra, to prove, that ‘ the coinage is the eye of the ftate, 
and fhrinks at, the gentleft, touch of the hand.’ But, if a perfon 
has a,mote in his eye, is he not to touch it before the whole organ 
be endangered? Does not the delay of political reform lead to a 
labyrinth of confufion and perplexity? If a change of ‘the ftand- 
ard coin is a ferious evil to the country, muft not the daily change, 
‘by the introduétion of bafe and the depreciation of good money, 
he fach an injury to the country as demands the interpofition of go- 
vernment? We do not fee the evils in the light in which the au- 
thor reprefents them : on the contrary, our rulers, we think, are 
employed ia a manner honourable to themfelves, and advantageous 
‘to. the public, when they avail themfelves of the éxperience of 
fer times, and are endeavouring to put the coin of the kingdom 
a folid foundation, For this reafon, the bill for putting a ftop to 
‘att fiver coinage, though it is a temporary infringement of a wife 
law againft reftraining the mint, appears to us a prudent meafure, 
Dbecaufe, we prefume, that in a fhort time a good filver’ coinage 
will make. its appearance; and perfons will then be at liberty to 
fend bullion, as ufual, to the mint for coinage. - ‘We agree, indeed, 
“with the writer, that if the coinage of filver were left to the Bank, 
‘the nation would be much injured ; and we hope that the ancient 
Jaw will be foon reftored to its former honours: but the attempt to 
‘Nop the career of government by the ufual ‘tale of innovation, 
when the debafement of the coin is a daily innovation, will, we 
‘truft, prove abortive. At the fame time, we give this writer great 
credit for his intentions, and have received from the perufal of his 
‘work much ufeful information. 


A Sketch ofan A of Barliament to permit, nuder certain Regular 
Hiotisy in wet and ccfugl Harvefis, the Appropriation of two Sun- 
“seins inia, Year, for the Purpofe of carrying and fecuring Corn ; 
avith. the, Reafans, Moral and Religious, upon which this propofed 

ma Média grounded, Addreffed to the Lords and Commons of England 
aaa Parliament. afembled, By James . Roper Heade, $v. Is. 

o ebrett., . 
oS hé objec.of -this pamphlet is to recommend an adt whith | will 

be fuppofed by many to be in fome degree inconfiftent with our 
cnexions'of religion's but: this fuppofition is:invalidated by judicious 
sqospitions:’ eon ‘Seripture ; and. the permiffion to work on Sunday 
in our dock-yards, fifh-marKets, &c. is a fisfficient: ground for the 








a 
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Tegiflature to take the prefent plan into ¢onfideration. We thonld 
allow the work tobe performed on every Sunday in harvelt, ex- 

cepting the-hours for public worthip; and the obligation to i 
on that day fhould form no part of the contraét in hiring a fervane 
either for the year or the harveft, The allowance of double wages 
on that day ought ftrenyoufly to be infifted on; and perhaps a cer- 


tain fine to the poor rates might be required, that thtts the ‘eatrying 


of corn on the Sunday might be a matter of neceffity, not of mere 
convenience td the farmer. The writer will do well to circulate his 
pamphlet among the members of the legiflature ; and’they/as welt 
as others, may fee the Propriety. of adopting a meafare which, witl 
proper reftriéions, Carmot be injurious to the true prineiples: of 
religion, and may eventually be very beneficial to the kingdom. 


4 Letter to the Rt. Hon, the Lord Mayor, on the high Price of Coals: 
in which the Caufes of fuch high Price are confidered, and a Plan 
propofed to prevent the fudden aud exceffive Rife of that neceffary 
Article of Confumption, By a Citizen of Landon, $x. 1s. 
Cawthorn. 1799. 
This citizen. recommends fome compulfory meafares, which, 

to remedy the inconvenience arifing from a fevere winter, may {gb- 

jeét the trade to fome difadvantage. .Something may doubulefs 

be done for the-benefit of the, poorer claffes ; and this plan of a 


tvorthy and humane perfon in trade may be recominended to others 
who have the fame opportunities, and to the confideratiot Of ‘pa- 
rifhes,-”-He purchafes in the fummer a certain quantity of coal at's 
cheap rate; and in the winter he fupplies the poor at the fummer 
rice. In. this manner-a {mall fub{cription in a parifl will prayide 
or many families’; and, indeed, if every rich famify would, . out of 
its ftores, thus contribute to anes the neceflity of others, nvuch di- 
ftrefs would be avoided, Every benevolent inffitution of this kitid 
we would encourage ; ‘but compullive regulations are pened te 
the community. : I.) 
A Letter to the Righ t Hon. Willian’ Pitt, Chancéllar v the Exthe~ 
quer, on the Claims which Pra&itioners in Medictie havé to e ex- 
‘- empted from: the New. Duties on Horfes and evens yy a 
Friend to Phyfick. 8vo. 6d. Seeley. 
This claim appears to us to be well founded, as the perfope emt- 
ploy ed in medicine are, in’ general, entitled to refpect and aiten- 
tion, + 


41 Narrative of the Seizure jd Confinement of Ann Brookhonfe; who 
was affaulted in one of the Streets of London, and-carricd of by 


two hired Ruffans, May 7, 1798, and detained in clofe Imprifon- 
ment, till Auguft 25, following ; as. related by beef. apie 
ty africnd. 8vo. 25. Rivingfodns. me 


A catch-penny amplification of a marvellous and myfterious {tory 


. 
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related in the newfpapers,. w which Will.remind. the reader of the fup- 
pofed adventures of the: famous EJigabeth Canning, _ 


A fisrt, but ferious, Appeal to the Head and Heart oft every unbiafed 
‘Chriftian. By Thomas Langley, A.B. Svo. 15. 6d. Pridden. 


, 1799- 


. We give the writer of this arpniet full credit for the. goodlnit 
of his. intentions... But, from, the, mode of execution, we doubt 
whether much good is likely. to refult from this appeal. The au- 
thor tkims the furface of politics and religion, Infidelity, falfe phi- 
lofophy, popery and fchifm, war, death, confcience, prayer, fal- 
vation, &c. are fubjects upon which he touches; and they are 
ftrangely mingled in bis performance. We alfo difcover an affected 
glitter of words, and pointed antithefes, which betray the juvenile 


_ writer, and which are more eaiculated fo play around the fancy than 


to make a durable impreflion ov the.heart. 


A Treatife on the fublime Science of Helioy raphy, fatisfattorily demen™ 
frrating our great Orb of Light, the Sun, to be abfolutely mo other 
.- than a body of Ice! overturning all the réceived Syftems of ‘the 
: Univer fe hitherto extant; proving the celebrated:and indefatigable 
- Sir Haat Newton, in hiss Theory of the Solar Syftem, to be as far 
diftant from the Trush; as any of the Heathen Authors of Greece.or 
~ Rome. By Charles Palmer, Gent. 8x03 G56" “Guigers! 1798. 


‘The fublimity, of nonfenfe ! a 


. Dishype betwacen Dr: Foknfon and Mrs. Knowlesy - Sv, 64, 


Arch. © 19799. °° - 
This. dialogue has already appeared in. the Gentlemap’s Maga 


‘gine; and we only j join in the general ; admiration of the calm good 
fenfe and’ refolution of Mrs. Knawles. _ I¢ is publithed ; asa fupple- ; 


ment to the new edition of Mr. Bofwell’s biographical work. 

A Letter ta the Women of Ragin; on the Fujuffice of Mental Subor+ 
dination. . With Anecdotes. By Anne. Frances: Randal Bye. 
25, 6¢. Longman and Rees. 1799 
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